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The history of education is a contested field of study, and has represented a site
of struggle for the past century of its development. It is highly relevant to an
understanding of broader issuesin history, education and society, and yet has
often been regarded as being merely peripheral rather than central to them.

Over the years the history of education has passed through a number of
approaches, more recently engaging with a different areas such as curriculum,
teaching and gender, although often losing sight of a common cause. In this book
McCulloch contextualizes the struggle for educationa history, explaining and
making suggestions for the future on a number of topics, including:

- finding a set of common causes for the field as awhole

- engaging more effectively with socia sciences and humanities while
maintaining historical integrity

- forming arationale of missions and goals for the field

- defining the overall content of the subject, its priorities and agendas

- and reassessing the relevance of educational history to current educational and
social issues.

Throughout this book the origins of unresolved debates and tensions about the
nature of the field of history of education are discussed and key examples are
analysed to present a new view of future devel opment.

The Sruggle for the History of Education demonstrates the key changes and
continuities in the field and its relationship with education, history and the social
sciences over the past century. It aso reveals how the history of education can
build on an enhanced sense of its own past, and the common and integrating
mission that makes it distinctive, interesting and important for a wide range of
scholars from different backgrounds.
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The history of education is a contested field of study, and has represented a site of struggle for the past
century of its development. It is highly relevant to an understanding of broader issuesin history, education
and society, and yet has often been regarded as being merely periphera rather than central to them.

Over the years the history of education has passed through a number of approaches, more recently engaging
with adifferent areas such as curriculum, teaching and gender, although often losing sight of a common
cause. In this book McCulloch contextualizes the struggle for educational history, explaining and making
suggestions for the future on anumber of topics, including:

- finding a set of common causes for the field as awhole

- engaging more effectively with social sciences and humanities while maintaining historical integrity
- forming arationale of missions and goals for the field

- defining the overall content of the subject, its priorities and agendas

- and reassessing the relevance of educational history to current educational and social issues.

Throughout this book the origins of unresolved debates and tensions about the nature of the field of history
of education are discussed and key examples are analysed to present a new view of future development.

The Struggle for the History of Education demonstrates the key changes and continuitiesin the field and its
relationship with education, history and the social sciences over the past century. It also reveals how the
history of education can build on an enhanced sense of its own past, and the common and integrating mission
that makes it distinctive, interesting and important for awide range of scholars from different backgrounds.
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Editorial Review
Review

'Gary McCulloch’s The struggle for the history of education isan excellent and timely publication
which makes a very significant contribution to thefield. It is extremely well informed and insightful;
meticulousin its attention to detail; measured in its weighing of different and contested viewpoints;
and areal pleasuretoread. In the book, McCulloch exploresthe struggles, fissures and insecurities of
thefield of the history of education over the past century including its often uneasy relationship with
education, social studies and history. The autobiographical thread running throughout the book,
which enables M cCulloch to reflect upon hisown journey and professional career asan educational
historian over the past 30 years, is particularly enjoyable. - Wendy Robinson, University of Exeter, UK

'Gary McCulloch had a clear purposein writing this excellent and stimulating book: to carve out a
secure place for the study of the history of education that justifiesits existence in the twenty-fir st
century.' - Clyde Chitty, University of London, UK

‘M cCulloch’s contribution to thefield residesnot just in hisoriginal research and insightful

scholar ship on educational policy of the twentieth century but alsoin hisleader ship of thefield,
staking its claims and representing itsinterestsin academic and policy forumsfor educational
research. An impressive aspect of his published work hasbeen in critical appraisal and overview,
consolidating and editing collections of work to provide assistance for newcomersaswell asreflective
summaries of the state of the art, for the benefit of his peers. Thislatter work ismarked by its breadth
and inclusiveness, a generous vision that acknowledges the multi-faceted interests of writersand
readers of education history. In so doing he underlinesthe centrality and lends weight to therole of
historical study in making sense of educational policy and practice.' - Peter Cunningham, University of
Cambridge, UK

'Thisbook isaremarkable and readable account of the development of History of Education,
indicating both its problems and its strengths. It should certainly be on the reading list of any students
embarking on a profession in teaching. As Raymond Williams has said: ‘We do not solve the critical
guestions by under standing the history, but still an adequate sense of the history, as opposed to the
ordinary functional myths, isthe basis of any useful approach’.' - Pam Hirsch, University of Cambridge,
UK

‘Gary McCulloch has done every historian of education a favor by providing a thoughtful appraisal of
the history of education, its past and present, hisknowledge of the subject solid and very well
displayed in hisimpressive study.' - Prof. Dr. William J. Reese, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA

'"The book advancesthe discussion of what the field has achieved, and may achievein thefuture. It
makes a strong argument for the contribution that research in the history of education can have for
contemporary policy making...everyone with an interest in the field should read it.' - Craig Campbell,
University of Sydney, Australia
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Gary McCulloch isthe inaugural Brian Simon Professor of the History of Education at the Institute of
Education, University of London, UK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michelle Beltran:

The experience that you get from The Struggle for the History of Education (Foundations and Futures of
Education) is the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Struggle for the History
of Education (Foundations and Futures of Education) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because
the author of this book iswell-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
Thereforeit is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this kind of The Struggle for the History of Education (Foundations and Futures
of Education) instantly.

Malcolm K han:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Struggle for the History of Education (Foundations
and Futures of Education) as your daily resource information.

Harold McDonough:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test ook for book, may be
the publication untitled The Struggle for the History of Education (Foundations and Futures of Education)
can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Aaron Tolleson:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or red



their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at thistime
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful images on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Struggle for the History of Education (Foundations and Futures
of Education) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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