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India's epic poem, the Ramayana, is a dramatic, ever-evolving tale of a prince
and his bride, their adventures and dilemmas, and demons. Joanna Williams
studies the art of the Ramayana in Orissa, a region known for its elegantly carved
temples. There she researched both literary and visual art works, interviewed
artists, and observed them at work.

With depth and originality, Williams considers how Indian art tells a story in
distinctive ways. Her narratological study takes into account many familiar
genres of visual art: illustrated manuscripts, drawings on palm leaf paper, wall
paintings, shadow plays, temple sculpture, and painted cloth pata. Included are
discussions of pan-Indian versions of the epic, which include film, video, and the
comic strip; and those local to Orissa, including rural theater and festivals.

Noting that we often treat images designed to be seen in sequence as separate
pictures, Williams argues that considering several Ramayana images in sequence
reveals their qualities of variety, surprise, and emotional development, promoting
an understanding of how the story is told. She discusses the artists' narrative
strategies and offers interpretations of how and why artists made their choices.

Williams persuasively argues against critics who believe that Indian art, indeed
any traditional art, is conventional and lacks individual technique or vision. Her
analysis across a variety of genres offers a new model for art historians; at the
same time anthropologists, folklorists, and scholars of literature and narratology
will find her work of great value.
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India's epic poem, the Ramayana, is a dramatic, ever-evolving tale of a prince and his bride, their adventures
and dilemmas, and demons. Joanna Williams studies the art of the Ramayana in Orissa, a region known for
its elegantly carved temples. There she researched both literary and visual art works, interviewed artists, and
observed them at work.

With depth and originality, Williams considers how Indian art tells a story in distinctive ways. Her
narratological study takes into account many familiar genres of visual art: illustrated manuscripts, drawings
on palm leaf paper, wall paintings, shadow plays, temple sculpture, and painted cloth pata. Included are
discussions of pan-Indian versions of the epic, which include film, video, and the comic strip; and those local
to Orissa, including rural theater and festivals.

Noting that we often treat images designed to be seen in sequence as separate pictures, Williams argues that
considering several Ramayana images in sequence reveals their qualities of variety, surprise, and emotional
development, promoting an understanding of how the story is told. She discusses the artists' narrative
strategies and offers interpretations of how and why artists made their choices.

Williams persuasively argues against critics who believe that Indian art, indeed any traditional art, is
conventional and lacks individual technique or vision. Her analysis across a variety of genres offers a new
model for art historians; at the same time anthropologists, folklorists, and scholars of literature and
narratology will find her work of great value.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"An elegant cross-disciplinary foray that, like Rama's monkey army, bridges the oceanic strait that too often
separates the fields of Art History, Folklore, and Literary and Performance Studies. . . . A great boon to all
who seek to better understand the creative genius of India."—Philip Lutgendorf, author of The Life of a Text

"In this stunningly mature work, one of America's leading historians of Indian art explores the terrain whose
longitude is word and whose latitude, image. . . . Here patron, temple, artist, story, period, genre, region,
subregion, and even particular towns unite to produce a study that sends out light in every direction. It is the
product of many years' labor, and a beautiful product it is."—John S. Hawley, author of Devi

From the Back Cover
"An elegant cross-disciplinary foray that, like Rama's monkey army, bridges the oceanic strait that too often
separates the fields of Art History, Folklore, and Literary and Performance Studies. . . . A great boon to all
who seek to better understand the creative genius of India." (Philip Lutgendorf, author of The Life of a Text)

About the Author

Joanna Williams is Professor of Art History at the University of California, Berkeley. She is the author of
The Art of Gupta India: Empire and Province (1982) and co-author of Palm-Leaf Miniatures: The Art of
Raghunath Prusti of Orissa (1991).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Gay:

Here thing why this particular The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa (California
Studies in the History of Art) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The
Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa (California Studies in the History of Art) giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa (California Studies in the
History of Art). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened
in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa
(California Studies in the History of Art) in e-book can be your option.

Victor Banister:

The event that you get from The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa (California



Studies in the History of Art) will be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the
more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Two-
Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa (California Studies in the History of Art) giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular The Two-
Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa (California Studies in the History of Art) instantly.

Barry Whitfield:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The Two-
Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa (California Studies in the History of Art) suitable to
you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled The Two-Headed Deer:
Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa (California Studies in the History of Art)is the main one of several
books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with
this book.

Lorene Williamson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations
of the Ramayana in Orissa (California Studies in the History of Art) publication written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still skepticism The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa (California
Studies in the History of Art) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that
can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.
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