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Sequel to Joey Pigza Loses Control, a Newbery Honor Book

Are they flirting or fighting? This is Joey Pigza's question when the fireworks
suddenly start to explode between his long-separated mom and dad, whom he's
never really had a chance to see together. The more out of control his parents get,
the less in control Joey feels and the more he wants to help make things better.
But Joey's ailing tell-it-like-it-is grandmother wants her grandson to see it like it
is with his unpredictable parents. Knowing that she is fading fast, she needs Joey
to hurry up and show that he can break the Pigza family mold by making a friend
in the outside world. The only potential candidate, however, is Olivia Lapp --
Joey's blind homeschooling partner, who brags that she is "blind as a brat" and
acts meaner to Joey the more desperate he gets for her friendship -- even if Joey
senses there's more to her than meets the eye.

In this dazzling episode, Jack Gantos's acclaimed hyperactive hero discovers that
settling down isn't good for anything if he can't find a way to stop the people he
cares about from winding him up all over again.

What Would Joey Do? is a 2003 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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Are they flirting or fighting? This is Joey Pigza's question when the fireworks suddenly start to explode
between his long-separated mom and dad, whom he's never really had a chance to see together. The more out
of control his parents get, the less in control Joey feels and the more he wants to help make things better. But
Joey's ailing tell-it-like-it-is grandmother wants her grandson to see it like it is with his unpredictable
parents. Knowing that she is fading fast, she needs Joey to hurry up and show that he can break the Pigza
family mold by making a friend in the outside world. The only potential candidate, however, is Olivia Lapp -
- Joey's blind homeschooling partner, who brags that she is "blind as a brat" and acts meaner to Joey the
more desperate he gets for her friendship -- even if Joey senses there's more to her than meets the eye.

In this dazzling episode, Jack Gantos's acclaimed hyperactive hero discovers that settling down isn't good for
anything if he can't find a way to stop the people he cares about from winding him up all over again.

What Would Joey Do? is a 2003 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Modern literature's unlikely hero Joey Pigza is back in Jack Gantos's grand finale to the award-winning
trilogy that began with Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key and the Newbery Honor book Joey Pigza Loses
Control. Joey, the sweetest, funniest kid on meds you'll ever meet, has enough trouble trying to keep his
"active" self together. How can he win in his new, self-assumed role as "Mr. Helpful" when his divorced
parents are out of control, his Grandma is surly and morbid, and Olivia, the mean blind girl he's forced to
homeschool with, calls him a "hyper retard"? Even Olivia's religious mother can't save him with her "What
would Jesus do?" refrain. As his world of flawed adults spins around him in carnivalesque chaos, Joey has to
decide on a daily basis what he, Joey, should do. At least he has Pablo, his loyal Chihuahua mutt, his lucky
charm. Or at least he does until his maniacal father (complete with restraining order) kidnaps the dog to lure
Joey out of the house.

Joey is a wonderful character, and his first-person narrative is both hilarious and heartbreaking. Sadly, it is
his dying grandmother who knows him best: "You know, Joey, if you didn't wear those med patches, you'd
just be thinking about yourself, and you wouldn't care about making everyone happy. Your problem is that
you got better, and the rest of the world didn't." While it is more rewarding to have read the previous Joey
books before this one, it is not mandatory. Still, all three Joey books are memorable, honest, fresh, exciting,
truly eye-opening, and should not be missed by child or adult. (Ages 10 and older) --Karin Snelson

From Publishers Weekly
This fall offers fans a fresh crop of sequels. The final title in the Joey Pigza saga, What Would Joey Do? by
Jack Gantos, finds the hero flustered by his parent's questionable reunion and his ailing grandmother's efforts
to push Joey to make friends. (Oct.)
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 4-8-Joey's back, and this time he's not doing as much of the "weird Joey stuff" as usual. Now that he's
ready to be "Mr. Helpful," it seems that everyone around him needs more help than he can give. His mom
and dad have crazy fights involving motorcycle crashes, kidnapped Chihuahuas, and a restraining order.
Joey's new homeschool partner is Olivia, a blind girl who earns the title of "Mistress of All Evil," and whose
fundamentalist mother teaches them. And Grandma, the person who best understands Joey, is dying. The
boy's first-person narration is as frenetically fun as it was in the first two books. Here, though, his energy and
insights are turned more on those around him, and he turns out to be terrifically perceptive. His observations
are totally believable because he vividly recalls (and sometimes still indulges in) dysfunctional behavior. His
ability to connect with several diversely troubled personalities sets up many humorous scenes. A convoluted,
but oddly logical scheme involving Olivia, Grandma, and tickets to Godspell culminates in the boy's
touching (and very funny) first date. By book's end, Joey has lost a loved one, but he has gained enough
confidence, and even wisdom, to look out for himself without letting his external problems overwhelm him
or hold him back. Readers who don't know Joey will have no trouble jumping right in with this book, and
those who have met him in the previous books will enjoy the way "Mr. Helpful" tries to set things right in a
chaotic and uniquely amusing world.
Steven Engelfried, Beaverton City Library, OR
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Games:

This book untitled What Would Joey Do? to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Arthur Reaves:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying What Would Joey Do?
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all
of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you could pick What Would Joey Do? become your own starter.

Jesus Jones:

This What Would Joey Do? is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having What Would Joey Do? in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Joseph Myrick:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
What Would Joey Do? when you required it?
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