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Syria has long been one of the most trouble-prone and politically volatile regions
of the Near and Middle Eastern world. This book looks back beyond the troubles
of the present to tell the 3000-year story of what came before: the peoples, cities,
and kingdoms that arose, flourished, declined, and disappeared in the lands that
now constitute Syria, from the time of the region's earliest written records in the
third millennium BC, right through to the reign of the Roman emperor Diocletian
in the early 4th century AD.

Across the centuries, from the Bronze Age to Imperial Rome, we encounter a
vast array of characters and civilizations, enlivening, enriching, and besmirching
the annals of Syrian history: Hittite and Assyrian Great Kings; Egyptian
pharaohs; Amorite robber-barons; the biblically notorious Nebuchadnezzar;
Persia's Cyrus the Great and Macedon's Alexander the Great; the rulers of the
Seleucid empire; and an assortment of Rome's most distinguished and most
infamous emperors. All swept across the plains of Syria at some point in her long
history. All contributed, in one way or another, to Syria's special, distinctive
character, as they imposed themselves upon it, fought one another within it, or
pillaged their way through it.

But this is not just a history of invasion and oppression. Syria had great rulers of
her own, native-born Syrian luminaries, sometimes appearing as local champions
who sought to liberate their lands from foreign despots, sometimes as cunning,
self-seeking manipulators of squabbles between their overlords. They culminate
with Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra, whose life provides a fitting grand finale to the
first three millennia of this ancient civilization. And yet the long story of Syria
does not end with the mysterious fate of Queen Zenobia. The conclusion looks
forward to the Muslim conquest in the 7th century AD: in many ways the
opening chapter in the equally complex and often troubled history of modern
Syria.
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Syria has long been one of the most trouble-prone and politically volatile regions of the Near and Middle
Eastern world. This book looks back beyond the troubles of the present to tell the 3000-year story of what
came before: the peoples, cities, and kingdoms that arose, flourished, declined, and disappeared in the lands
that now constitute Syria, from the time of the region's earliest written records in the third millennium BC,
right through to the reign of the Roman emperor Diocletian in the early 4th century AD.

Across the centuries, from the Bronze Age to Imperial Rome, we encounter a vast array of characters and
civilizations, enlivening, enriching, and besmirching the annals of Syrian history: Hittite and Assyrian Great
Kings; Egyptian pharaohs; Amorite robber-barons; the biblically notorious Nebuchadnezzar; Persia's Cyrus
the Great and Macedon's Alexander the Great; the rulers of the Seleucid empire; and an assortment of
Rome's most distinguished and most infamous emperors. All swept across the plains of Syria at some point
in her long history. All contributed, in one way or another, to Syria's special, distinctive character, as they
imposed themselves upon it, fought one another within it, or pillaged their way through it.

But this is not just a history of invasion and oppression. Syria had great rulers of her own, native-born Syrian
luminaries, sometimes appearing as local champions who sought to liberate their lands from foreign despots,
sometimes as cunning, self-seeking manipulators of squabbles between their overlords. They culminate with
Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra, whose life provides a fitting grand finale to the first three millennia of this
ancient civilization. And yet the long story of Syria does not end with the mysterious fate of Queen Zenobia.
The conclusion looks forward to the Muslim conquest in the 7th century AD: in many ways the opening
chapter in the equally complex and often troubled history of modern Syria.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Bryce has outdone himself; a marvellous achievement. Reads as smoothly as a novel, but packed as full of
facts as an encyclopedia. Bryce weaves together the threads of disparate cultures and centuries of
civilization, creating the very fabric of history itself..." --Eric H. Cline, author of Biblical Archaeology: A
Very Short Introduction

About the Author

Trevor Bryce is an Honorary Research Consultant in the University of Queensland, and an Emeritus
Professor of the University of New England, Australia, where he was Professor of Classics and Ancient
History. He is also a Fellow of the Australian Academy of the Humanities and has been awarded an
Australian Centenary medal for services to History.
Although trained as a Classicist, primarily in Latin language and literature, most of his research has been
conducted in the field of Near Eastern history and civilization, with some emphasis also on the links between
the Classical and Near Eastern worlds. He is the author of numerous books and articles on Near Eastern
history, including most recently The World of the Neo-Hittite Kingdoms.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Brown:

The book Ancient Syria: A Three Thousand Year History can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Ancient Syria: A Three
Thousand Year History? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Ancient Syria: A Three Thousand Year History has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

James Bassler:

The experience that you get from Ancient Syria: A Three Thousand Year History is a more deep you looking
the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but Ancient Syria: A Three Thousand Year History giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style



are available. We recommend you for having that Ancient Syria: A Three Thousand Year History instantly.

Jeanette Williams:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Ancient Syria: A Three Thousand Year History can be great book
to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Anthony Muller:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
list in your reading list is definitely Ancient Syria: A Three Thousand Year History. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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