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The city of Salinas, California, is the birthplace of John Steinbeck and the setting
for his epic masterpiece East of Eden, but it is also the home of Nuestra Familia,
one of the most violent gangs in the United States. Born in the prisons of
California in the late 1960s, Nuestra Familia expanded to control drug trafficking
and extortion operations throughout the northern half of the state, and left a trail
of bodies in its wake. Award-winning journalist Julia Reynolds tells the gang’s
story from the inside out, following young men and women as they search for a
new kind of family, quests that usually lead to murder and betrayal. Blood in the
Fields also documents the history of Operation Black Widow, the FBI’s
questionable decade-long effort to dismantle the Nuestra Familia, along with its
compromised informants and the turf wars it created with local law enforcement
agencies. Reynolds uses her unprecedented access to gang members, both in and
out of prison, as well as undercover wire taps, depositions, and court documents
to weave a gripping, comprehensive history of this brutal criminal organization
and the lives it destroyed.
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The city of Salinas, California, is the birthplace of John Steinbeck and the setting for his epic masterpiece
East of Eden, but it is also the home of Nuestra Familia, one of the most violent gangs in the United States.
Born in the prisons of California in the late 1960s, Nuestra Familia expanded to control drug trafficking and
extortion operations throughout the northern half of the state, and left a trail of bodies in its wake. Award-
winning journalist Julia Reynolds tells the gang’s story from the inside out, following young men and
women as they search for a new kind of family, quests that usually lead to murder and betrayal. Blood in the
Fields also documents the history of Operation Black Widow, the FBI’s questionable decade-long effort to
dismantle the Nuestra Familia, along with its compromised informants and the turf wars it created with local
law enforcement agencies. Reynolds uses her unprecedented access to gang members, both in and out of
prison, as well as undercover wire taps, depositions, and court documents to weave a gripping,
comprehensive history of this brutal criminal organization and the lives it destroyed.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Blood in the Fields is a fascinating yet troubling look at a generation grappling with identity. It is a
powerful account, one crafted with sensitivity and sharp human insights, of another Mexico within the
United States. Julia Reynolds is a masterful storyteller." —Alfredo Corchado, author of Midnight in Mexico
and Mexico bureau chief for the Dallas Morning News

“Both chilling and sad—so many lives lost, so many households ruined, and so many hearts torn apart. Blood
in the Fields is a must-read for anybody interested in stopping the cycle of violence for safer communities.”
—Gabe Morales, author, trainer, gang specialist, and founder of the International Latino Gang Investigators
Association

"Journalist Reynolds’s debut offers a well sourced account of the most important criminal organization
you’ve never heard of: Nuestra Familia." —Publishers Weekly

"A sprawling, literary true-crime effort that will reward patient readers with its gloomy account of an
unstoppable, violent subculture." —Kirkus

"Reynolds skillfully limns the tough lives, heartlessness, misgivings, and bad decisions made for the sake of
family and the home country of Mexico...A riveting tale of a monster of criminality that is still not dead but
merely changing shape." —Booklist

About the Author

Julia Reynolds coproduced and wrote the PBS documentary Nuestra Familia, Our Family, and reported on
the northern California gang for more than a decade. She currently works as a staff writer at the Monterey
County Herald and has reported for National Public Radio, the Discovery Channel, The Nation, Mother
Jones, the San Francisco Chronicle, and more.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this Blood in the Fields: Ten Years
Inside California's Nuestra Familia Gang book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.



Evelina Lewis:

The guide with title Blood in the Fields: Ten Years Inside California's Nuestra Familia Gang posesses a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Ilene Cody:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be Blood in the Fields: Ten Years Inside California's Nuestra Familia Gang
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Nila Cobb:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This publication Blood in the Fields: Ten Years Inside California's Nuestra
Familia Gang was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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