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Anyone who has even a passing acquaintance with Latin knows "Gallia est omnis
divisa in partes tres" ("All Gaul is divided into three parts"), the opening line of
De Bello Gallico, Julius Caesar's famous commentary on his campaigns against
the Gauls in the 50s BC. But what did Caesar intend to accomplish by writing
and publishing his commentaries, how did he go about it, and what potentially
unforeseen consequences did his writing have? These are the questions that
Andrew Riggsby pursues in this fresh interpretation of one of the masterworks of
Latin prose.

Riggsby uses contemporary literary methods to examine the historical impact that
the commentaries had on the Roman reading public. In the first part of his study,
Riggsby considers how Caesar defined Roman identity and its relationship to
non-Roman others. He shows how Caesar opens up a possible vision of the
political future in which the distinction between Roman and non-Roman becomes
less important because of their joint submission to a Caesar-like leader. In the
second part, Riggsby analyzes Caesar's political self-fashioning and the potential
effects of his writing and publishing the Gallic War. He reveals how Caesar
presents himself as a subtly new kind of Roman general who deserves credit not
only for his own virtues, but for those of his soldiers as well. Riggsby uses case
studies of key topics (spatial representation, ethnography, virtus and technology,
genre, and the just war), augmented by more synthetic discussions that bring in
evidence from other Roman and Greek texts, to offer a broad picture of the
themes of national identity and Caesar's self-presentation.
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Riggsby uses contemporary literary methods to examine the historical impact that the commentaries had on
the Roman reading public. In the first part of his study, Riggsby considers how Caesar defined Roman
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Andrew M. Riggsby is Associate Professor of Classics at the University of Texas at Austin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Anderson:

Here thing why this kind of Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in Words are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in Words giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Caesar in Gaul and
Rome: War in Words. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in Words in e-book can be your
alternate.

Helen McCleary:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in Words can be good
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Mark Mata:

Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in Words can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in
Words although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial pondering.



Joseph Lee:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as
of book Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in Words. You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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