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Culture, Class, and Critical Theory develops atheory of culture that explains
how ideas create and |egitimate class inequalities in modern society. This theory
is developed through a critique and comparison of the powerful ideas on culture
offered by Pierre Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School thinkers, especially Theodor
Adorno. These ideas are illuminated and criticized through the devel opment of
two empirical cases on which Gartman has published extensively, automobile
design and architecture.

Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School postul ate opposite theories of the cultural
legitimation of classinequalities. Bourdieu argues that the culture of modern
society isaclass culture, aranked diversity of beliefs and tastes corresponding to
different classes. The cultural beliefs and practices of the dominant class are
arbitrarily defined as superior, thus legitimating its greater share of social
resources. By contrast, the thinkers of the Frankfurt School conceive of modern
culture as amass culture, aleveled homogeneity in which the ideas and tastes
shared by al classes disguises real classinequalities. This creates the illusion of
an egalitarian democracy that prevents inequalities from being contested.

Through an empirical assessment of the theories against the cases, Gartman
reveals that both are correct, but for different parts of modern culture. These parts
combine to provide a strong legitimation of classinequalities.
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Culture, Class, and Critical Theory develops atheory of culture that explains how ideas create and
legitimate class inequalities in modern society. This theory is developed through a critique and comparison
of the powerful ideas on culture offered by Pierre Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School thinkers, especially
Theodor Adorno. These ideas are illuminated and criticized through the devel opment of two empirical cases
on which Gartman has published extensively, automobile design and architecture.

Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School postulate opposite theories of the cultural legitimation of class
inequalities. Bourdieu argues that the culture of modern society is a class culture, aranked diversity of
beliefs and tastes corresponding to different classes. The cultural beliefs and practices of the dominant class
are arbitrarily defined as superior, thus legitimating its greater share of social resources. By contrast, the
thinkers of the Frankfurt School conceive of modern culture as a mass culture, aleveled homogeneity in
which the ideas and tastes shared by all classes disguisesreal classinequalities. This creates theillusion of an
egalitarian democracy that preventsinequalities from being contested.

Through an empirical assessment of the theories against the cases, Gartman reveals that both are correct, but
for different parts of modern culture. These parts combine to provide a strong legitimation of class
inequalities.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Martha Doughty:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the publication untitled Culture, Class, and Critical Theory: Between Bourdieu and
the Frankfurt School (Routledge Studiesin Socia and Political Thought) can be fine book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Robert Auclair:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Culture, Class, and Critical Theory: Between Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School (Routledge Studiesin
Social and Political Thought) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
publication then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previousto. The
Culture, Class, and Critical Theory: Between Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School (Routledge Studiesin
Socia and Political Thought) giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern
thisis your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Donald Diaz:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirementsis Culture, Class, and Critical Theory: Between Bourdieu and the
Frankfurt School (Routledge Studiesin Social and Political Thought) this guide consist alot of the
information in the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made



some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Martin Herrin:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Culture, Class, and Critical
Theory: Between Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School (Routledge Studiesin Social and Political Thought) to
make your reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and
studying especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to open abook and examine it. Beside that the
publication Culture, Class, and Critical Theory: Between Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School (Routledge
Studiesin Social and Political Thought) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of that time.
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