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No poem in German literature is so well known and studied in Germany and
Europe as the 800-year-old Das Nibelungenlied. In the English-speaking world,
however, the poem has remained little known, languishing without an adequate
translation. This wonderful new translation by eminent translator Burton Raffel
brings the epic poem to life in English for the first time, rendering it in verse that
does full justice to the original High Middle German. His translation underscores
the formal aspects of the poem and preserves its haunting beauty. Often called
the German lliad, Das Nibelungenlied is a heroic epic both national in character
and sweeping in scope. The poem moves inexorably from romance through
tragedy to holocaust. It portrays the existential struggles and downfall of an
entire people, the Burgundians, in a military conflict with the Huns and their
king. In his foreword to the book, Michael Dirda observes that the story “could
be easily updated to describe the downfall of a Mafia crime family, something
like The Godfather, with swords.” The tremendous appeal of Das Nibelungenlied
throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries is reflected in such works as
Richard Wagner’s opera tetralogy Der Ring des Nibelungen, Fritz Lang’s two-
part film Die Nibelungen, and, more recently, J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the
Rings.  
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No poem in German literature is so well known and studied in Germany and Europe as the 800-year-old Das
Nibelungenlied. In the English-speaking world, however, the poem has remained little known, languishing
without an adequate translation. This wonderful new translation by eminent translator Burton Raffel brings
the epic poem to life in English for the first time, rendering it in verse that does full justice to the original
High Middle German. His translation underscores the formal aspects of the poem and preserves its haunting
beauty. Often called the German lliad, Das Nibelungenlied is a heroic epic both national in character and
sweeping in scope. The poem moves inexorably from romance through tragedy to holocaust. It portrays the
existential struggles and downfall of an entire people, the Burgundians, in a military conflict with the Huns
and their king. In his foreword to the book, Michael Dirda observes that the story “could be easily updated to
describe the downfall of a Mafia crime family, something like The Godfather, with swords.” The tremendous
appeal of Das Nibelungenlied throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries is reflected in such works as
Richard Wagner’s opera tetralogy Der Ring des Nibelungen, Fritz Lang’s two-part film Die Nibelungen, and,
more recently, J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings.  
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Editorial Review

Review
"Raffel stays true to the style and form of the "Nibelungenlied," a wonderful text that deserves a much wider
audience in the English-speaking world."-Bettina Bildhauer, University of St. Andrews
-- Bettina Bildhauer

"Burton Raffel's "Nibelungenlied "deserves many enthralled readers."-Michael Dirda, from the Foreword

"A marvelously readable version of "Das Nibelungenlied,""-Ronnie Apter, Central Michigan University       

"Raffel stays true to the style  and form of the "Nibelungenlied," a wonderful text that deserves a much wider
audience in the English-speaking world."-Bettina Bildhauer, University of St. Andrews       

About the Author

Burton Raffel is Distinguished Professor of Arts and Humanities Emeritus and professor of English emeritus,
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. He lives in Lafayette. His many works of translation include Voltaire’s
Candide, the narrative poems of Chrétien de Troyes, and Poems and Prose from the Old English, all
published by Yale University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cynthia Carter:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their
can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from
on guardería until university need this particular Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs to read.

Young Legg:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours



guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Santos Ball:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs can make you really feel
more interested to read.

Kelly Breedlove:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the Das
Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs when you required it?
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