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The interest earned on a bank account, the arrangement of seeds in a sunflower,
and the shape of the Gateway Arch in St. Louis are all intimately connected with
the mysterious number e. In this informal and engaging history, Eli Maor
portrays the curious characters and the elegant mathematics that lie behind the
number. Designed for a reader with only a modest mathematical background, this
biography brings out the central importance of e to mathematics and illuminates a
golden era in the age of science.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Until about 1975, logarithms were every scientist's best friend. They were the basis of the slide rule that was
the totemic wand of the trade, listed in huge books consulted in every library. Then hand-held calculators
arrived, and within a few years slide rules were museum pieces.

But e remains, the center of the natural logarithmic function and of calculus. Eli Maor's book is the only
more or less popular account of the history of this universal constant. Maor gives human faces to
fundamental mathematics, as in his fantasia of a meeting between Johann Bernoulli and J.S. Bach. e: The
Story of a Number would be an excellent choice for a high school or college student of trigonometry or
calculus. --Mary Ellen Curtin

From Library Journal
Everyone whose mathematical education has gone beyond elementary school is familiar with the number
known as pi. Far fewer have been introduced to e, a number that is of equal importance in theoretical
mathematics. Maor (mathematics, Northeastern Illinois Univ.) tries to fill this gap with this excellent book.
He traces the history of mathematics from the 16th century to the present through the intriguing properties of
this number. Maor says that his book is aimed at the reader with a "modest" mathematical background. Be
warned that his definition of modest may not be yours. The text introduces and discusses logarithms, limits,
calculus, differential equations, and even the theory of functions of complex variables. Not easy stuff!
Nevertheless, the writing is clear and the material fascinating. Highly recommended.
- Harold D. Shane, Baruch Coll., CUNY
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The discovery of e (the base for natural logarithms) did much to confirm the faith--central to modern
science--that the empirical world is encoded in mathematics. Indeed, today scientists and engineers rely
heavily on e and its derivatives when solving numerous real-world problems. Yet many who routinely
employ this powerful number know little of its history. Maor recounts the rich drama surrounding the
number that emerged at the center of the investigations of some of the most brilliant thinkers of all time--
Fermat and Descartes, Newton and Leibniz, Laplace and the Bernoullis, Euler and Gauss. Though the
exposition inevitably requires many formulas and some abbreviated derivations, the author tries to smooth
the way for general readers who do not know calculus or analytical geometry, while still conveying some
sense of the imaginative daring of the pioneers who opened up these fields of mathematics. Through
appendixes and footnotes, mathematicians can find their way to more rigorous and exhaustive treatment of
the subject; nonspecialists can easily wend their way around the more theoretical questions while still
enlarging their understanding of intellectual and cultural history. Bryce Christensen

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

With other case, little folks like to read book e: The Story of a Number (Princeton Science Library). You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book e:
The Story of a Number (Princeton Science Library). You can add information and of course you can around

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called
e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Kevin Primeaux:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book e: The Story of a Number (Princeton
Science Library) has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book e: The Story of a Number (Princeton Science Library)
is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book e: The
Story of a Number (Princeton Science Library). You never really feel lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Jeffery Whitley:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take e: The Story of a Number (Princeton Science Library)
as your daily resource information.

Louise Villanueva:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read will be e: The Story of a Number (Princeton Science Library).
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