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A CIA dtation chief, later Jordan'slawyer in Washington, reveals the secret
history of alost peace.

Jack O'Connell possessed an uncanny ahility to be at the center of things. On his
arrival in Jordan in 1958, he unraveled a coup aimed at the young King Hussein,
who would become America's most reliable Middle East ally. Over time, their
bond of trust and friendship deepened.

His narrative contains secrets that will revise our understanding of the Middle

East. In 1967, O'Connell tipped off Hussein that Israel would invade Egypt the
next morning. Later, as Hussein's Washington counselor, O'Connell learned of
Henry Kissinger's surprising role in the Y om Kippur War.

The book's leitmotif is betrayal. Hussein, the Middle East's only bonafide
peacemaker, wanted simply the return of the West Bank, seized in the Six-Day
War. Despite American promises, the clear directive of UN Resolution 242, and
the years of secret negotiations with Israel, that never happened. Hussein's dying
wish was that O'Connell tell the unknown story in this book.
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A CIA station chief, later Jordan'slawyer in Washington, revealsthe secret history of a lost peace.

Jack O'Connell possessed an uncanny ability to be at the center of things. On his arrival in Jordan in 1958, he
unraveled a coup aimed at the young King Hussein, who would become America's most reliable Middle East
aly. Over time, their bond of trust and friendship deepened.

His narrative contains secrets that will revise our understanding of the Middle East. In 1967, O'Connell
tipped off Hussein that Isragl would invade Egypt the next morning. Later, as Hussein's Washington
counselor, O'Connell learned of Henry Kissinger's surprising role in the Y om Kippur War.

The book's leitmotif is betrayal. Hussein, the Middle East's only bona fide peacemaker, wanted simply the
return of the West Bank, seized in the Six-Day War. Despite American promises, the clear directive of UN
Resolution 242, and the years of secret negotiations with Israel, that never happened. Hussein's dying wish
was that O'Connell tell the unknown story in this book.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

O'Connéll, aformer CIA agent and attorney for Jordan's King Hussein, recounts four decades of Middle East
history in this provocative memoir. The author, CIA station chief in Amman from 1963 to 1971, was
delegated to "keep King Hussein in power” and served as the young king's main point of contact and channel
to the U.S. Following his retirement from the CIA, O'Connell became Hussein's U.S. attorney and Jordan's
American lobbyist until the king's death in 1999. Drawing on his unique access, the author argues that while
the Arabs wanted an end to hostilities and Hussein relentlessly pursued secret negotiations with the I sraglis,
neither Israel nor the U.S. wanted or actively pursued peace. O'Connell characterizes U.S. diplomacy in the
region as hypocritical and charges that Kissinger fomented the 1973 Y om Kippur war. He also contends that
the U.S. was doing Isragl's "dirty work" in opposing Saddam Hussein in 1990 and could have negotiated an
Iragi withdrawal from Kuwait without resorting to war. O'Connell's eyewitness account of atragic erain a
tumultuous region is long on drama, revealing vignettes, and controversy, but short on balance. More than
memoir, thisis a passionate brief for King Hussein and the Arab pursuit of peace. (May)

(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Jack O'Connell (1921-2010) served as CIA station chief in Amman, Jordan, from 1963 to 1971 and was
King Hussein's most trusted American adviser. He then became the king's attorney and diplomatic counsel or
in Washington for three decades.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
L ouie Thompson:

Why don't make it to become your hahit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled King's Counsel: A Memoir of War, Espionage, and Diplomacy in the
Middle East. Try to stumble through book King's Counsel: A Memoir of War, Espionage, and Diplomacy in
the Middle East as your pal. It meansthat it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those
of course make you smarter than previoudly. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Nicole Rockwood:

The book King's Counsel: A Memoir of War, Espionage, and Diplomacy in the Middle East make you feel
enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou need to use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
studying a book King's Counsel: A Memoir of War, Espionage, and Diplomacy in the Middle East being
your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like wide open and read a guide King's



Counseal: A Memoir of War, Espionage, and Diplomacy in the Middle East. Kinds of book are alot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Micheal McDonough:

You will get thisKing's Counsel: A Memoir of War, Espionage, and Diplomacy in the Middle East by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own persona ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let'stry to
choose suitable ways for you.

Michael Stricklin:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. Aswe know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book King's Counsel: A Memoir of War, Espionage, and Diplomacy in the Middle East we can
acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life
with that book King's Counsel: A Memoir of War, Espionage, and Diplomacy in the Middle East. Y ou can
more desirable than now.
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