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Two terrifying classics by “the best kept secret in contemporary horror
fiction” (The Washington Post)
 
Thomas Ligotti’s debut collection, Songs of a Dead Dreamer, and his
second, Grimscribe, permanently inscribed a new name in the pantheon of horror
fiction.  Influenced by the strange terrors of Lovecraft and Poe and by the brutal
absurdity of Kafka, Ligotti eschews cheap, gory thrills for his own brand of
horror, which shocks at the deepest, existential, levels.

Ligotti’s stories take on decaying cities and lurid dreamscapes in a style ranging
from rich, ornamental prose to cold, clinical detachment. His raw and
experimental work lays bare the unimportance of our world and the sickening
madness of the human condition. Like the greatest writers of cosmic horror,
Ligotti bends reality until it cracks, opening fissures through which he invites us
to gaze on the unsettling darkness of the abyss below.

For more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Thomas Ligotti is a master of a different order, practically a different species. He probably couldn’t fake it
if he tried, and he never tries. He writes like horror incarnate.”
—Terrence Rafferty, New York Times Book Review

"Mr. Ligotti, winner of three Bram Stoker Awards, is one of our finest writers of short horror, and this
volume, reprinting his first two collections (1985, 1991), is an excellent introduction to the sustained storm
of dread that is his universe."
—New York Times Book Review

“Songs of a Dead Dreamer is full of inexplicable and alarming delights. . . . Put this volume on the shelf
right between H. P. Lovecraft and Edgar Allan Poe. Where it belongs.”
—The Washington Post

"Regarded by many as the only contemporary American writer who can be spoken of in the same breath as
Poe and H.P. Lovecraft...No matter how nightmarish the events described, Ligotti’s prose is always precise
and beautifully controlled.
—Michael Dirda, The Washington Post

"Experimental and absurdist, he spins worlds of decaying humanity, unreachable madness, and nightmare
worthy of any horror movie . . . You may never sleep again after reading these, but it’ll be worth it."
—Vanity Fair

“Thomas Ligotti has had one of the most quietly extraordinary careers in the history of horror fiction. He is a
dense, witty, and enormously inventive writer.” 
—The Philadelphia Inquirer

"A cult figure or 'secret' of contemporary horror, Ligotti will become a household name with the release of
this collection, which brings together his first two books of 'philosophical horror.' "
—Flavorwire

"[An] underground horror master...Ligotti writes philosophical horror that eschews the spurts of gore for a
torrent of existential dread. For decades, Ligotti has been a horror writer's horror writer, but he may be
finally getting his due."
—Men's Journal

"Ligotti is a brilliant prose stylist whose immersive gothic fictions make most horror stories seem as
harmless as wind-up toys."
—The Seattle Times

"Fugues of the creeping unknown."
—New Yorker

"Both [collections] are groundbreaking works and are must-reads for fans of cosmic horror...And yet, it is
not only horror audiences (myself included) who can appreciate Thomas Ligotti, for he also displays



magnificent literary sensibilities, his prose being of the sort that often demands numerous re-reads to fully
savor its structural elegance and evocative, even sensuous delights. He is every bit as deserving of the critical
praise lavished upon the likes of Joyce Carol Oates, William Gay, and even non-genre authors Jonathan
Lethem and Haruki Murakami."
—Lit Reactor

About the Author
Thomas Ligotti was born in Detroit in 1953. Among the most acclaimed horror writers of the past thirty
years, he has received three Bram Stoker Awards, a British Fantasy Award, and an International Horror
Guild Award. He lives in South Florida.

Jeff VanderMeer is the author of the New York Times–bestselling Southern Reach trilogy (Annihilation,
Authority, and Acceptance). He is a three-time World Fantasy Award winner.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carrie Freeman:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Songs of a Dead Dreamer and Grimscribe.

Virginia Cherry:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Songs of a Dead Dreamer and Grimscribe, you may tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-
book.

Betty Terry:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Songs of a Dead Dreamer and
Grimscribe guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand
by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Songs of a Dead Dreamer and Grimscribe as
good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book
by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your



looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Rona Foret:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is called of book Songs of a Dead Dreamer and Grimscribe. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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