Sun Tzu and the Art of Modern Warfare

By Mark R. McNeilly

Read Online ©

Sun Tzu and the Art of Modern Warfare By Mark R. McNeilly

Long acknowledged as a classic text on strategy, Sun Tzu's The Art of War had
been admired by leaders as diverse as Mao Zedong and General Norman
Schwartzkopf. However, written two thousand years old, the book can often be
hard to fathom.

Now Mark McNeilly, author of Sun Tzu and the Art of Business, which made Sun
Tzu accessible to the business executive, has extracted six concepts most
applicable to modern warfare, making them easy to understand and apply to
military situations. Drawing on awealth of fascinating historical examples,
McNeilly shows how these six principles might be used in wars of the future--
limited actions, regional conflicts--and how they can provide insight into current
affairs, such as the future course of China'sincreasingly important strategic and
military role in the world. He describes how to win the information war, how to
lead by example, and how to use aliances to defeat the opponent. Perhaps the
most important lesson to be learned from Sun Tzu, especially for strategists who
want to maximize their resources, is how to "win without fighting". And, should
fighting be unavoidable, victory should be achieved in a manner that minimizes
losses, leaves the victor stronger and ensures a lasting peace.

Including the full text of The Art of War in the popular Griffith translation, with
cross-references to quotations used in the book, Sun Tzu and the Art of Modern
Warfare unlocks these elusive secrets for anyone interested in strategy and
warfare, whether they are professional soldiers, military history buffs, or business
executives.
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Long acknowledged as a classic text on strategy, Sun Tzu's The Art of War had been admired by leaders as
diverse as Mao Zedong and General Norman Schwartzkopf. However, written two thousand years old, the
book can often be hard to fathom.

Now Mark McNeilly, author of Sun Tzu and the Art of Business, which made Sun Tzu accessible to the
business executive, has extracted six concepts most applicable to modern warfare, making them easy to
understand and apply to military situations. Drawing on awealth of fascinating historical examples,
McNeilly shows how these six principles might be used in wars of the future--limited actions, regional
conflicts--and how they can provide insight into current affairs, such as the future course of China's
increasingly important strategic and military role in the world. He describes how to win the information war,
how to lead by example, and how to use alliances to defeat the opponent. Perhaps the most important lesson
to be learned from Sun Tzu, especially for strategists who want to maximize their resources, is how to "win
without fighting”. And, should fighting be unavoidable, victory should be achieved in a manner that
minimizes losses, leaves the victor stronger and ensures alasting peace.

Including the full text of The Art of War in the popular Griffith trandation, with cross-referencesto
quotations used in the book, Sun Tzu and the Art of Modern Warfare unlocks these elusive secrets for anyone
interested in strategy and warfare, whether they are professional soldiers, military history buffs, or business
executives.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

"When the strike of a hawk breaks the body of its prey, it is because of timing." So wrote the Chinese
strategist Sun Tzu more than two millennia ago in the text that has come to be known as The Art of War, one
that guides military plannersto this day. Former infantry officer Mark McNeilly examines the lessons of Sun
Tzu's book not metaphoricaly, as he did for the boardroom in his Sun Tzu and the Art of Business, but
literally, considering its dicta on such matters as the necessity of speedy action and solid leadership in the
light of real battles and campaigns throughout history--and those yet to be fought. For instance, McNeilly
looks at the Allied victory over Irag in the light of Sun Tzu's pronouncement, "Just as flowing water avoids
the heights and hastens to the lowlands, so an army avoids strength and strikes weakness." Matching
intelligent commentary with a complete text of Sun Tzu's classic, McNeilly's book is of much interest to
students of military history and current events alike. --Gregory McNamee

From Library Journal

Sun Tzu's The Art of War is an acknowledged classic of military theory that has been used as a reference by
the profession of arms for centuries. A marketing strategist for IBM, former infantry officer, and author of
Sun Tzu and the Art of Business, McNeilly has updated an admittedly difficult text by annotating it with
examples drawn from military experiences (mainly Civil War and World War 1l vignettes) familiar to
Americans. The book includes the full text of the popular trandation by Samuel B. Griffith. Much of the
added commentary favorably compares Sun Tzu's approach to that of Carl von Clausewitz, the German
writer whose On War has dominated much of Western military thinking for two centuries. McNeilly's
vignettes are often strained, stretching the interpretation of events to make them fit the maxims, but the result
may be to make a classic somewhat more accessible to a modern audience not steeped in military traditions.
Recommended where demand exists. Edwin B. Burgess, U.S. Army Combined Arms Research Lib., Fort
Leavenworth, KS

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"At first | thought it was just common sense, but if you pay attention to what he's saying, here'saguy, a
Chinese general, wrote this thing 2,400 years ago, most of it till appliestoday."--Tony Soprano, from The
Sopranos

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Donna Bauer:

Why don't make it to become your hahit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Sun Tzu and the Art of Modern Warfare. Try to face the book Sun Tzu and
the Art of Modern Warfare as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense a one and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience
in addition to knowledge with this book.



Lily Winstead:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity thisislook different
you can read any book. It isrealy fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book Sun Tzu and the Art of Modern Warfare it is quite good to read. There
are alot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQore effortlessly to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

John Silver:

The book untitled Sun Tzu and the Art of Modern Warfare contain alot of information on that. The writer
explains your ex ideawith easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author
givesyou in the new eraof literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Robert Jackson:

On this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you need to do isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience alook at some
books. One of several books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Sun Tzu and the Art of
Modern Warfare. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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