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Tracing the history of swearing from ancient Anglo-Saxon traditions and those of
the Middle Ages, through Shakespeare, the Enlightenment and the Victorians, to
the Lady Chatterley trial and various current trends, Geoffrey Hughes explores a
fascinating, little discussed yet irrespressible part of our linguistic heritage. This
second edition contains a Postscript updating various contemporary

devel opments, such as the growth of Political Correctness.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Excellent, non-prescriptive history." Literary Review

"Erudite and splendidly researched book ... quite fascinating." Daily Telegraph
"A provocative and stimulating book." Glasgow Herald

"Professor Hughes shows real skill in handling the social history aspect of the book, blending theme and
chronology into a digestive mixture." Punch

From the Back Cover

From the earliest times swearing has existed in many variegated forms, from the deadliest curse to the most
trivial expletives of annoyance. Hedged about with all manner of complex pressures, personal, societal,
religious, sexual and other forms of taboo, it remains a phenomenon only imperfectly understood. Geoffrey
Hughes traces these two contrasting strands through our linguistic history. His discussion starts with the use
of language as magic in 'primitive’ society, the binding oath of heroic commitment in Anglo-Saxon warrior
society and the emergence of blasphemy in the medieval age of faith. With the Renaissance came a shift
from areligious to a secular idiom of swearing, a period combining rich exuberance in language with severe
restraint. This oscillation between institutional censorship and individual defiance continuesto modern
times. Professor Hughes includes in this broad-ranging survey such topics as xenophobia and the racist basis
of abuse, graffiti, the sexual and sexist patterns of swearing, the multifarious forms of euphemism and the
curious varieties of verbal duelling known as 'flyting' and 'sounding'. His book is atireless exploration of a
little discussed but irrepressible part of our linguistic heritage.

About the Author
Geoffrey Hughes is Professor of History of the English Language at the University of the Witwatersand,
Johannesburg.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Anthony Valdez:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for us. The book Swearing: A Social History of Foul Language,
Oaths, and Profanity in English ended up being making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Swearing: A Social History
of Foul Language, Oaths, and Profanity in English is not only giving you alot more new information but also
to be your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try
to make relationship together with the book Swearing: A Socia History of Foul Language, Oaths, and
Profanity in English. You never fedl lose out for everything when you read some books.



William Fugate:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
whileisreading. Y ep, by reading areserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Swearing: A
Socia History of Foul Language, Oaths, and Profanity in English book as basic and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ruth McMillian:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Swearing:
A Social History of Foul Language, Oaths, and Profanity in English your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get before. The Swearing: A Social History of Foul Language, Oaths, and
Profanity in English giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful detailsfor your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Anthony Rouse:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Swearing: A Social History of Foul Language,
Oaths, and Profanity in English. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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