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The "ant" and the "peacock™ stand for two puzzlesin Darwinism--altruism and
sexual selection. How can natural selection favor those, such as the worker ant,
that renounce tooth and claw in favor of the public-spirited ways of the
commune? And how can "peacocks'--flamboyant, ornamental and apparently
useless--be tolerated by the grimly economical Darwinian reaper? Helena Cronin
has a deep understanding of today's answers to these riddles and their rootsin the
nineteenth century; the analysisis new and exciting and the explanations lucid
and compelling.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book iswitty and well-informed; it will certainly raise some hackles, but it will not bore. I think this
book is an important achievement in evolution biology." Michael J. Ryan, Cell

"The Ant and the Peacock is a beautiful book, fascinating to scientists and historians alike, and elegantly
written. | had forgotten what a pleasure it isto find an academically serious and important book that is
genuinely gripping, so that you feel compelled to go on reading asif it were agood novel." Richard Dawkins

"In her racy and provocative way, Dr. Cronin tells a story that sums up the essence of neo-Darwinism....Part
detective story and part philosophical enquiry, The Ant and the Peacock offers a paradox in every
paragraph.” J.G. Ballard, Weekend Telegraph

"Thisis abook about the evolution of beauty, goodness and intelligence, three things that especially puzzled
Charles Darwin. It is part history, part science-reporting, part philosophy, and though it is footnoted like an
academic book it reads much too well to be |eft to the professionals. Nobody with an interest in how the
human mind has come to work the way it does can fail to be gripped by it." The Economist

"The Ant and the Peacock is both erudite and fun, authoritative but, by and large, an easy read." John
Gribbin, The Times Educational Supplement

"Cronin's book is amixture of careful, perceptive history and enthusiastic advocacy....she succeeds in
keeping the past and present separate when she needs to and in illuminating past controversies by
introducing current thoughts on the subject. In her exposition, the light of understanding shinesin both
directions." David L. Hull, Nature

"...should be lauded for its ambition and its impressive control of some of the most recent literature in the
field of evolutionary theory and behavioral ecology." Vassiliki Betty Smocovitis, ISIS

"Asalook at the history and philosophy of Darwinism, it is avaluable reference...”" James Williams, New
Scientist

"...brings the intellectual world of Darwin and Wallace to life--even mavens of darwinianawill find new
material and new insights--while effectively communicating some of the most recent evolutionary thinking. |
heartliy recommend that everyone read this book." M. Wilson, TREE

"Almost anyone interested in evolution will learn something new from working through the easy-to-read
arguments in The Ant and the Peacock....[1]t's arguments are especially worthwhile in helping one
understand the darwinian and wallacean views of the same subject.” William T. Weislo, Annals of the
Entomological Society of America

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jennie Miller:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they're still students or the item for all peoplein
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book The Ant and the Peacock:
Altruism and Sexual Selection from Darwin to Today. All type of book could you see on many resources.
Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Benedict Wilkerson:

Often the book The Ant and the Peacock: Altruism and Sexual Selection from Darwin to Today will bring
that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In
case you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Ant and the Peacock:
Altruism and Sexual Selection from Darwin to Today is much recommended to you to learn. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Hope Giles:

Exactly why? Because this The Ant and the Peacock: Altruism and Sexual Selection from Darwin to Today
isan unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you
with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book aongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If |
had been you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Yolanda Harris:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, smply because
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Ant
and the Peacock: Altruism and Sexual Selection from Darwin to Today provide you with a new experience in
reading through a book.
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