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basis, n.

There hasto be a moment at the beginning when you wonder whether you'rein
love with the person or in love with the feeling of love itself.

If the moment doesn't pass, that's it—you're done. And if the moment does pass, it
never goesthat far. It standsin the distance, ready for whenever you want it
back. Sometimes it's even there when you thought you wer e searching for
something else, like an escape route, or your lover's face.

How does one talk about love? Do we even have the right words to describe
something that can be both utterly mundane and completely transcendent, pulling
us out of our everyday lives and making us feel a part of something greater than
ourselves? Taking a unique approach to this problem, the namel ess narrator of
David Levithan's The Lover's Dictionary has constructed the story of his
relationship as a dictionary. Through these short entries, he provides an intimate
window into the great events and quotidian trifles of being within a couple,
giving us an indelible and deeply moving portrait of love in our time.
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There hasto be a moment at the beginning when you wonder whether you'rein love with the person or in
love with the feeling of love itself.

If the moment doesn't pass, that's it—you're done. And if the moment does pass, it never goes that far. It
stands in the distance, ready for whenever you want it back. Sometimes it's even there when you thought you
were searching for something else, like an escape route, or your lover's face.

How does one talk about love? Do we even have the right words to describe something that can be both
utterly mundane and completely transcendent, pulling us out of our everyday lives and making us feel a part
of something greater than ourselves? Taking a unique approach to this problem, the nameless narrator of
David Levithan's The Lover's Dictionary has constructed the story of his relationship as a dictionary.
Through these short entries, he provides an intimate window into the great events and quotidian trifles of
being within a couple, giving us an indelible and deeply moving portrait of love in our time.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Amazon Best Books of the Month, January 2011: In hisfirst book for adults, popular young-adult novelist
David Levithan creates a beautifully crafted exploration of the insecurities, tenderness, anger, and contented
comfort that make romantic relationships so compelling (or devastating). Through sparingly written,
aphabetical entries that defy chronology in defining alove affair, The Lover’s Dictionary packs an
emotional wallop. For "breathtaking (adj.)," the unnamed narrator explains, "Those moments when we kiss
and surrender for an hour before we say a single word." For "exacerbate (v.)," he notes, "I believe your exact
words were: 'Y ou' re getting too emotional." Ranging from over a page to as short as "celibacy (n.), n/a," the
definitions-as-storyline alternate between heart-wrenching and humorous--certainly an achievement for a
book structured more like Webster’ s than atraditional novel. Proving that enduring characters and conflict
trump word count, Levithan’s poignant vignettes and emotional candor will remind readers that sometimesin
both fiction and life, lessis truly more--and the personal details of love can be remarkably universal. --
Jessica Schein

Amazon Exclusive: A Q& A with David Levithan

Q: What inspired you to write The Lover’s Dictionary?

Levithan: Every year for the past 23 years, I’ ve written a story for my friends for Valentine’ s Day. It started
when | was ajunior in high school and remarkably bored in my physics class--1 decided to go through the
physics book and find al the romantic references | could (opposites attracting, magnetism, etc), and turn it
into alove story. My friends liked it, and the next year, they demanded a new story for Valentine's Day. A
tradition (or, at least, a deadline) was born.

Two years ago, | hit February 1st and | hadn’t started writing my Valentine's Day story. | had afew idess,
but none were kicking in. | sat down at my desk to thing something up, and right by an elbow was a book I’ d
recently recovered from my parents' basement--a book of “words you need to know” that I’d been given asa
gift (probably for my high school graduation). | thought it might be interesting to take random words from
that book, in aphabetical order, and tell the story of a relationship through those words, in dictionary form. |
didn’t plan any of it out--I let the words tell the story. And two weeks later, | had the story version of The
Lover’s Dictionary.



Q: How (if at all) was the experience of writing what is classified as an adult novel different from writing a
young adult novel? Did you approach the emation of love differently?

Levithan: | didn’t approach this book any differently from my other books. Because, really, the emotions
don’'t change. Perspective changes (alittle, sometimes not even alittle), but the emotions are still there. Yes,
the twenty-something charactersin The Lover’ s Dictionary are facing some issues most teens don’t face--
moving in together, paying rent. But most of what they’re feeling is merely a continuation of the emotions
that come to the fore when you' re a teenager--wanting to belong, wanting to understand yourself, wanting to
understand the person you love, wanting to know what love is. I’ d love to say that when we become adults
we stop being insecure, that we have answers, that we know the right words for the right moments. But that’s
simply not true.

Q: Were there any words/definitions that didn’t make it in to the final book?
Levithan: Not that many. | just went back to the first draft and found one:

haggle, v. There was no way | was letting the Atlanta Braves lamp to our apartment, and you said, fine, then
my lunchbox collection could go back to my parents’ basement, where it belonged.

I’m not even sure why it didn’t make the cut. Maybe there were already too many entries about decorating
the apartment.

Q: The Lover’sDictionary isn’t alinear story and is organized a phabetically, much like a traditional
reference dictionary. How (if at all) did you change your writing process knowing that it would unfold this

way?

Levithan: | loved writing in anonlinear way. Because it feels to me like a more accurate way of how we
recount relationships. They never come back to us as a narrative, told beginning-middle-end. Whether it's
over or ongoing, we remember it in flashes. Different moments from the past hit us at different momentsin
the present. So when the narrator sits down to recount the relationship to the lover, it makes sense to me that
the relationship would appear to him in this way, with the words as the catalyst for the memories, and the
memories adding up to the truth.

Q: Why did you decide to write the novel in first person, directed at a second person?

Levithan: The act of writing the book (for the narrator) is as much a part of the story as the story itself. |
don’'t want to explain the book too much, so | can leaveit at that. And | wanted it to play like alove song you
hear on the radio--the most effective love songs are somehow both specific and universal. Y ou fed you are
hearing someone else’ s story, but at the same time you relate to it so much that their story doesn’t preclude
your story. | wanted The Lover’s Dictionary to be like that.

Q: Describe how you feel about writing in three words.

L evithan: Wonderment. Curiosity. Random.

From Publishers Weekly

This cute "novel" by YA author Levithan consists of a series of words and their definitions, each evoking a
phase or theme about a fledgling romance. (e.g., fledgling: "Part of the reason | preferred reading to sex was
that | at least knew | could read well"). The entries do gradually unravel alove story: the narrator has met a
woman ("you") through an online dating site (aberrant: " “I don't normally do this kind of thing,' you said.



"Neither do I,' | assured you"). He endures all the writhings of new love, by turns eager, reserved, and
hopeful about their evolving relationship, and transported by the joy of mutual exploration, the two movein
together (balk: "If it all went wrong, the last thing 1'd care about was who was to blame for moving in
together") and are eventually undone (livid: "Y ou went and broke our lives"). Levithan attains some
heartbreaking moments as well as pitches of hilarity with his concise, polished writing. Inherent in such an
endeavor (that just happens to hit shelves around Valentine's Day) is an adorableness thankfully grounded by
Levithan'swit. (Feb.)

(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Levithan, apopular Y A author and an editoria director at Scholastic, has had the inspired
idea of writing the story of alove relationship in the form of adictionary. Each word, from aberrant to
zenith, defines the language of love, while adding to the reader’ s knowledge and understanding of the male
lovers' partnership. Interestingly, each definition istold from the point of view and in the first-person voice
of only one of the partners. The other partner’ s voice remains silent throughout except as quoted by the
narrator. Nevertheless, both come wonderfully alive, emerging as complex, multidimensional human beings,
happy and unhappy, ebullient and angry, sweet and sour, and so—delightfully—forth. Happily, the order of
the a phabet does not dictate the order of the story, which moves backward and forward in time. Thus, the
dramatic necessity of conflict arises from one partner’ sinfidelity, the impact of which isthen explored at
various points in the history of the partnership. Nothing is cut-and-dried, however, for as Levithan
demonstrates, intimacy is sometimes enigmatic and, as he notes under ineffable, “No matter how many
words there are, there will never be enough.” So you must clearly pick and choose which to use, an act that
Levithan has accomplished artfully and satisfyingly. --Michael Cart

Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Voqt:

The book The Lover's Dictionary: A Novel gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need
to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Lover's Dictionary: A Novel to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like
wide open and read a guide The Lover's Dictionary: A Novel. Kinds of book are alot of. It meansthat,
science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about this publication?

Thomas Fleischmann:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read
some sort of book. It isrealy funin your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book The Lover's Dictionary: A Novel it is extremely good to read.
There are alot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQOore simply
to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis not too expensive but this book provides high quality.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Wilma Baca:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stressfrom both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. Peopleis human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read
isusualy The Lover's Dictionary: A Novel.

Norma L orentzen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them isthis The Lover's Dictionary: A
Novel.
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