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John Ford’s "The Quiet Man" (1952) is the most popular cinematic
representation of Ireland, and one of Hollywood's classic romantic comedies. For
some viewers and critics the film is a powerful evocation of romantic Ireland and
the search for home; for others, it is a showcase for the worst stereotypes of
stage-Irishry. Much of Irish cinema since the development of an indigenous film
industry in the 1980s has set its face firmly against these mythic images of
Ireland, but no film has yet attained the enduring appeal of "The Quiet Man". In
this radical reappraisal of Ford’s Oscar-winning film, Luke Gibbons traces its
development from Maurice Walsh’s original story (1933) and argues that its
romantic excesses are a symptom of much darker undercurrents in the literary
text, and the displacement of trauma that often underlies nostalgia. Moreover,
Gibbons ably demonstrates how the film, rather than indulging in escapism,
actually questions its own romantic illusions and the dream of returning to an
Irish paradise lost.
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John Ford’s "The Quiet Man" (1952) is the most popular cinematic representation of Ireland, and one of
Hollywood's classic romantic comedies. For some viewers and critics the film is a powerful evocation of
romantic Ireland and the search for home; for others, it is a showcase for the worst stereotypes of stage-
Irishry. Much of Irish cinema since the development of an indigenous film industry in the 1980s has set its
face firmly against these mythic images of Ireland, but no film has yet attained the enduring appeal of "The
Quiet Man". In this radical reappraisal of Ford’s Oscar-winning film, Luke Gibbons traces its development
from Maurice Walsh’s original story (1933) and argues that its romantic excesses are a symptom of much
darker undercurrents in the literary text, and the displacement of trauma that often underlies nostalgia.
Moreover, Gibbons ably demonstrates how the film, rather than indulging in escapism, actually questions its
own romantic illusions and the dream of returning to an Irish paradise lost.
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Editorial Review

Review
‘In The Quiet Man, Luke Gibbons takes a thoughtful, detailed and absorbing approach to the history, myths
and resonances of John Ford’s 1951 Irish classic, a film which, Gibbons notes, ‘has garnered accolades from
directors as diverse as Spielberg and Scorsese, (while) for others it is the bane of Irish cinema.' ’’
(CNNMoney)

Review of the Ireland into Film series:
"Each writer has also done an impressive amount of new archive research, which greatly enhances the series'
value as fim history and film research. The volumes give full production details and where possible, contain
good background interviews with writers and directors….Each volume is lavishly illustrated so that as well
as providing good detailed information on the films and an engaged debate about adaptation in general, the
series is also an excellent value for the collector" (Cineaste)

About the Author
Luke Gibbons is a Professor at the University of Notre Dame, Indiana.

Keith Hopper teaches Literature and Film Studies for Oxford University’s Department for Continuing
Education and for St Clare’s International College, Oxford. He is general editor of the Ireland into Film
series (2001-2007).

Gráinne Humphreys is image editor for the Series. She is Head of Education at the Irish Film Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melissa Jackson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Quiet Man (Ireland into Film).

Paul Williams:

The event that you get from The Quiet Man (Ireland into Film) is the more deep you rooting the information
that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but The Quiet Man (Ireland into Film) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this The Quiet Man (Ireland into Film) instantly.



James Haney:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Quiet Man (Ireland into Film) guide
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question The Quiet Man (Ireland into Film) as good
book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate
book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Cathie Moss:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By the book The Quiet Man (Ireland into Film) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book The Quiet Man (Ireland into Film). You
can more pleasing than now.
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