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Will Mormonism be the next world faith, one that will rival Catholicism, I1slam,
and other major religions in terms of numbers and global appea ? This was the
guestion Rodney Stark addressed in his much-discussed and much-debated
article, "The Rise of aNew World Faith" (1984), one of several essays on
Mormonism included in this new collection. Examining the religion’s growing
appeal, Rodney Stark concluded that Mormons could number 267 million
members by 2080. In what would become known as "the Stark argument,” Stark
suggested that the Mormon Church offered contemporary sociologists and
historians of religion an opportunity to observe arare event: the birth of anew
world religion.

In the years following that article, Stark has become one of the foremost scholars
of Mormonism and the sociology of religion. This new work, the first to collect
his influentia writings on the Mormon Church, includes previously published
essays, revised and rewritten for this volume. Hiswork sheds light on both the
growth of Mormonism and on how and why certain religions continue to grow
while others fade away.

Stark examines the reasons behind the spread of Mormonism, exploring such
factors as cultural continuity with the faiths from which it seeks converts, a
volunteer missionary force, and birth rates. He explains why a demanding faith
like Mormonism has such broad appeal in today's world and considers the
importance of social networks in finding new converts. Stark's work also presents
groundbreaking perspectives on larger issues in the study of religion, including
the nature of revelation and the reasons for religious growth in an age of
modernization and secularization.
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Will Marmonism be the next world faith, one that will rival Cathalicism, Islam, and other major religionsin
terms of numbers and global appeal ? This was the question Rodney Stark addressed in his much-discussed
and much-debated article, "The Rise of a New World Faith" (1984), one of several essays on Mormonism
included in this new collection. Examining the religion’'s growing appeal, Rodney Stark concluded that
Mormons could number 267 million members by 2080. In what would become known as "the Stark
argument,” Stark suggested that the Mormon Church offered contemporary sociologists and historians of
religion an opportunity to observe arare event: the birth of a new world religion.

In the years following that article, Stark has become one of the foremost scholars of Mormonism and the
sociology of religion. This new work, the first to collect hisinfluential writings on the Mormon Church,
includes previously published essays, revised and rewritten for this volume. His work sheds light on both the
growth of Mormonism and on how and why certain religions continue to grow while others fade away.

Stark examines the reasons behind the spread of Mormonism, exploring such factors as cultural continuity
with the faiths from which it seeks converts, a volunteer missionary force, and birth rates. He explainswhy a
demanding faith like Mormonism has such broad appeal in today's world and considers the importance of
social networks in finding new converts. Stark's work also presents groundbreaking perspectives on larger
issuesin the study of religion, including the nature of revelation and the reasons for religious growth in an
age of modernization and secularization.
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Editorial Review
Review
awell-written thought-provoking compilation covering nearly three decades of scholarship

(Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion)

It's an excellent summary and a must-read... The Rise of Mormonismis a thoughtful and insightful look at the
Church.

(Jeffrey Needle Irreantum)

Rodney Stark is one of America's pre-eminent sociologists of religions.

(Gerad M. Mcdermott Books and Culture)

An important voice in the sociological study of religion.

(Kathleen Flake The Journal of Religion)

I recommend this book to anyone with an interest in the social scientific study of Mormonism.
(Henri Gooren Journal for the Scientific Sudy of Religion)
Review

Rodney Stark's notorious predictions of Mormonism as an emergent world religion have overshadowed an
extensive and much more significant engagement with the LDS religion. Reid L. Neilson's assemblage of
these penetrating essays establishes both Stark as a preeminent scholar of Mormonism and the value of
Mormon studies as a potent paradigm for the history and sociology of religion and our understanding of
successful religious movements.

(Terryl L. Givens, University of Richmond, author of By the Hand of Mormon: The American Scripture That
Launched a New World Religion)

In the 1980s, Rodney Stark began creating a comprehensive theory of howreligions grow. In The Churching
of America the theory was appliedto Baptists, Methodists, and Catholics, then to The Rise of Christianity.
Now comes The Rise of Mormonism, again illustrating the fertility of histheory in this wonderfully written
book. All readerswill learn fromit.

(Phillip E. Hammond, University of California, Santa Barbara, author of With Liberty for All: Freedom of
Religion in the United Sates)



Rodney Stark's Mormon essays will surprise and instruct Latter-day Saints and provoke debate in everyone
else. No one takes revelation more seriously than he does. He is that rare sociologist of religion who believes
the world's great revelators, including Joseph Smith, were not frauds or crazy. Serious students of
Mormonism must know this work.

(Richard Lyman Bushman, Columbia University, author of Believing History: Latter-day Saint Essays)
About the Author

Rodney Stark is University Professor of the Social Sciences at Baylor University. He is the author of more
than twenty books, including For the Glory of God and Exploring the Religious Life.Reid L. Neilson isthe
author and editor of several books on Mormonism. Heis currently a doctoral candidate in religious studies at
the University of North Carolinaat Chapel Hill.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jesse Valles;

The book The Rise of Mormonism make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your
capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Rise of Mormonism to be your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about afew or
al subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a reserve The Rise of Mormonism.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Myron Mendez:

The book The Rise of Mormonism can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
why must we |leave a good thing like abook The Rise of Mormonism? Several of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book The Rise of Mormonism has simple shape however you know: it has great
and big function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open and read a book. So it isvery
wonderful.

Kevin Lewis:

This The Rise of Mormonism is fresh way for you who has curiosity to ook for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who till having little bit of digest in reading this The Rise of Mormonism can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So thereisn't any in
reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an



individual. So, don't missthe item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.

Robert Polk:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading abook. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Rise of Mormonism to make your reading is
interesting. Y our skill of reading talent is devel oping when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading especialy. Itisto be
first opinion for you to like to wide open abook and examine it. Beside that the guide The Rise of
Mormonism can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of the time.
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