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The Woman in the Dunes, by celebrated writer and thinker Kobo Abe, combines
the essence of myth, suspense and the existential novel.
 
After missing the last bus home following a day trip to the seashore, an amateur
entomologist is offered lodging for the night at the bottom of a vast sand pit. But
when he attempts to leave the next morning, he quickly discovers that the locals
have other plans. Held captive with seemingly no chance of escape, he is tasked
with shoveling back the ever-advancing sand dunes that threaten to destroy the
village. His only companion is an odd young woman. Together their fates
become intertwined as they work side by side at this Sisyphean task.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
This beautiful novel by one of Japan's most important writers is also one of the most strangely terrifying and
memorable books you'll ever read. The Woman in the Dunes is the story of an amateur entomologist who
wanders alone into a remote seaside village in pursuit of a rare beetle he wants to add to his collection. But
the townspeople take him prisoner. They lower him into the sand-pit home of a young widow, a pariah in the
poor community, who the villagers have condemned to a life of shoveling back the ever-encroaching dunes
that threaten to bury the town. An amazing book.

Review
“Devious, addictive. . . . Never less than compulsive. . . . Abe is an accomplished stylist.”
—David Mitchell
 
“Abe follows with meticulous precision his hero's constantly shifting physical, emotional and psychological
states.”
—The New York Times Book Review
 
“As is true of Poe and Kafka . . . Abe creates on the page an unexpected impulsion. One continues reading,
on and on.”
—The New Yorker

Language Notes
Text: English, Japanese

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jane Riley:

The book The Woman in the Dunes give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Woman in the Dunes
to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a book The Woman in the
Dunes. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

David Colon:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely



imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others.
When you read this The Woman in the Dunes, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Edward Bastian:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Woman in the Dunes that give
your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick The
Woman in the Dunes become your own starter.

Jami Hannah:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Woman in the Dunes offer you a new experience in studying a book.
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