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In recent decades Christian spirituality, spiritual formation and spiritual theology
have become important concepts in the global evangelical community.
Consequently, an accessible and reliable academic resource is needed on these
topics—one that will offer a discerning orientation to the wealth of ecumenical
resources available while still highlighting the distinct heritage and affirming the
core grace-centered values of classic evangelical spirituality. The Dictionary of
Christian Spirituality reflects an overarching interpretive framework for
evangelical spiritual formation: a holistic and grace-filled spirituality that
encompasses relational (connecting), transformational (becoming), and
vocational (doing) dynamics. At the same time, contributors respectfully
acknowledge the differences between Reformed, Holiness, and Pentecostal
paradigms of the spiritual life. And, by bringing together writers from around the
world who share a common orthodoxy, this reference work is truly global and
international in both its topical scope and contributors. Entries give appropriate
attention to concepts, concerns, and formative figures in the evangelical tradition
of spirituality that other reference work neglect. They offer a discerning
orientation to the wealth of ecumenical resources available, exploring the
similarities and differences between Christianity and alternate spiritualities
without lapsing into relativism. The Dictionary of Christian Spirituality is a
resource that covers a wide range of topics relating to Christian spirituality and is
biblically engaged, accessible, and relevant for all contemporary Christians.
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In recent decades Christian spirituality, spiritual formation and spiritual theology have become important
concepts in the global evangelical community. Consequently, an accessible and reliable academic resource is
needed on these topics—one that will offer a discerning orientation to the wealth of ecumenical resources
available while still highlighting the distinct heritage and affirming the core grace-centered values of classic
evangelical spirituality. The Dictionary of Christian Spirituality reflects an overarching interpretive
framework for evangelical spiritual formation: a holistic and grace-filled spirituality that encompasses
relational (connecting), transformational (becoming), and vocational (doing) dynamics. At the same time,
contributors respectfully acknowledge the differences between Reformed, Holiness, and Pentecostal
paradigms of the spiritual life. And, by bringing together writers from around the world who share a common
orthodoxy, this reference work is truly global and international in both its topical scope and contributors.
Entries give appropriate attention to concepts, concerns, and formative figures in the evangelical tradition of
spirituality that other reference work neglect. They offer a discerning orientation to the wealth of ecumenical
resources available, exploring the similarities and differences between Christianity and alternate spiritualities
without lapsing into relativism. The Dictionary of Christian Spirituality is a resource that covers a wide range
of topics relating to Christian spirituality and is biblically engaged, accessible, and relevant for all
contemporary Christians.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Engaging, comprehensive, informative, broad in perspective. Who thinks it is fun to read a dictionary? This
one is! This is a dictionary to be read for enjoyment as well as information. The essays and articles are
freshly written, thorough but concise. The Dictionary of Christian Spirituality reflects the deep respect and
appreciation the writers have for their topics. Reading this dictionary is like taking a finely tuned course in
the topics included. The essays and dictionary entries portray the complex and diverse history of the
Christian church embodied in women and men and the contexts of their times and cultures. Many readers
will delve into these volumes seeking information about particular topics. I was fascinated and drawn from
article to article … appreciating the fine scholarship, depth of research reflected, and careful writing that
make the Dictionary of Christian Spirituality an excellent resource.” -- Jeannette A. Bakke, Author

“Scholarship with a soul! This is a book like no other---scholarly breadth with spiritual depth in a dictionary.
So many have written so much about Christian spirituality that it is difficult to connect the parts. Here is a
readable resource that brings everything together. I kept turning the pages … not to read through, but to
explore. Every article led me to another journey on a different page.” -- Leith Anderson, President

“The Dictionary of Christian Spirituality is a remarkable balance of broad, integrative essays and more than
700 succinct, informative dictionary entries. It combines a wide survey of the great movements in Christian
spirituality while giving attention to the main contributors from all parts of the globe, past and present. The
contributors include some of the great heavyweights of the movement while also incorporating significant
voices from a variety of related disciplines and perspectives. The work is a must-have resource for every able
scholar, pastor, and follower of Jesus.” -- Gayle D. Beebe, President

“The very publication of this work speaks to the contemporary interest in spirituality. So much spirituality,
however, is uninformed, shallow, and vague. All the more reason to welcome this important dictionary. It is
impressive in its scope, wide in what is included, and deep in the intent to strengthen life in the Spirit of
Christ. Scan a few entries, and it will be evident what a valuable resource this can be. I cannot imagine a
dictionary on spirituality that is all prose. So I was delighted to see the entries on poetry and Hopkins, for
example. Don’t miss them.” -- Leighton Ford, President

“The combination of substantial reflective essays on major themes in Christian spirituality and sharply
focused articles on major figures and topics provides a rich mixture of insight, information, and inspiration.
‘Spirituality’ can be a subject that wafts into the ether, but in this broadly ecumenical and very well-balanced
work, it is presented with real substance and genuine edification.” -- Mark A. Noll, Professor of History

“This is not the only dictionary about Christian spirituality in town. There are many around and some of
them are very good. But this one, with its global interests and spiritual zeal, has an energy and breadth that
lifts it into a new league. Moreover, as well as making a very good job of expanding our knowledge of
Christian spirituality and all the sources that have shaped it, this important volume steers the reader through
the people, movements, and issues with a reliable, generous, and grace-focused wisdom. It is a source not
just of information about Christian spirituality but of real formation, through the Spirit, in the life of Christ.”
-- Christopher Cocksworth, Bishop of Coventry

“The more I read in the Dictionary of Christian Spirituality, the more I wanted to read more! The initial



essays provide a thoroughly excellent foundation, and the alphabetized entries that follow leave us intrigued
to read others. I highly recommend this dictionary for all Christians, especially those who want to grow in
their active practices of various spiritual disciplines, their devoted love for God and neighbor, and their
fervent thanksgiving for global saints and the myriad ways God works in the world.” -- Marva J. Dawn,
Teaching Fellow in Spiritual Theology

About the Author
Glen G. Scorgie (Ph.D., St. Andrews) is professor of theology at Bethel Seminary San Diego since 1996.
Previously he was academic vice-president of North American Baptist College in Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada, and is a past president of the Canadian Evangelical Theological Association. For the past decade he
has also been involved in the ministries of Chinese Bible Church of San Diego, and lectures regularly in
Asia. His writings include A Little Guide to Christian Spirituality (2007). For more information, visit his
website at www.glenscorgie.com.

Simon Chan (PhD, Cambridge) is Earnest Lau Professor of Systematic Theology at Trinity Theological
College in Singapore. He is the author of Man and Sin, Pentecostal Theology and the Christian Spiritual
Tradition, Spiritual Theology; A Systematic Study of the Christian Life and Liturgical Theology: The
Church as Worshiping Community. He is also the associate editor of the Global Dictionary of Theology and
the Dictionary of Mission Theology.

Gordon T. Smith (PhD, Loyola House, Ateneo de Manila) is the president of reSource Leadership
International and formerly dean of Regent College, Vancouver. His publications include A Holy Meal: the
Lord’s Supper in the Life of the Church and The Voice of Jesus: Discernment, Prayer and the Witness of the
Spirit.

James D. Smith III (ThD, Harvard) is associate professor of Church History at Bethel Seminary – San Diego,
as well an adjunct professor of religion at the University of San Diego. A member of the Baptist General
Conference, he is a former teaching assistant to Henri Nouwen at Harvard, and lectures frequently on
Nouwen’s spirituality and related topics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Craig Baker:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Dictionary of Christian Spirituality. You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book Dictionary of
Christian Spirituality. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Bryan Foxworth:

The book Dictionary of Christian Spirituality make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Dictionary of Christian Spirituality



to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book
Dictionary of Christian Spirituality. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Benjamin Munk:

This Dictionary of Christian Spirituality book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That
Dictionary of Christian Spirituality without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Dictionary of Christian Spirituality can bring whenever
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even telephone. This Dictionary of Christian Spirituality having very good arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Donald Murray:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Dictionary of Christian Spirituality can make you feel more
interested to read.
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