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With a new preface by the author. Ten years after his murder, Tupac Shakur is
even more loved, contested, and celebrated than he was in life. His posthumously
released albums, poetry, and motion pictures have catapulted him into the upper
echelon of American cultural icons. In Holler If You Hear Me, “hip-hop
intellectual” Michael Eric Dyson, acclaimed author of the bestselling Is Bill
Cosby Right?, offers a wholly original way of looking at Tupac that will thrill
those who already love the artist and enlighten those who want to understand
him.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A poor, urban, high school dropout and book-devouring autodidact who'd quote Shakespeare in
conversation, Shakur would also sing along to Sarah McLachlan. Dyson (I May Not Get There with You:
The True Martin Luther King, Jr.), a Baptist minister, reveals the complexity of Shakur and shows why even
five years after his death his records, poetry and films continue to sell. "He was not hip-hop's most gifted
emcee. Still, Shakur may be the most influential and compelling rapper of them all," writes Dyson. "He was
more than the sum of his artistic parts." Complementing Dyson's articulate perspectives on the short life and
extraordinary impact of the icon are his emotive interviews with writer Toni Morrison, actress Jada Pinkett
Smith (Shakur proposed to her, but was turned down), rapper Mos Def and more than a dozen others. Most
striking are the conversations about and with Shakur's beloved mother, a former Black Panther and ex-crack
addict. Dyson uses themes in Shakur's raps to examine the larger ills of hip-hop culture such as misogyny
and the new hostility between youths and elders without neglecting the rapper's positive acts and intentions.
Shakur wanted to "combat the anti-intellectualism of hip-hop," Dyson persuasively writes. (Sept.)Forecast:
This book will sell, for Shakur has a huge fan base that has only grown since his death. But more than a
music bio, the book will draw the attention of socially conscious readers who are interested in how hip-hop
affects society.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Ordained Baptist minister and DePaul University professor Dyson (Between God and Gangsta Rap, LJ 1/96)
here analyzes the life of rapper/actor Tupac Amaru Shakur (1971-96) as a microcosm of black American life
and culture. Placing gangsta rap in social and historical context, he thoroughly and thoughtfully considers its
key elements as evidenced by Shakur's music and videos, exploring issues like machismo, the simultaneous
contempt for and adoration of black women, and black-on-black violence. (Shakur himself was shot to death
in a still-unsolved murder.) Dyson discusses these sensitive, controversial subjects with such noted cultural
analysts as Khephra Burns and Stanley Crouch, creditably balancing the opinions of rap's supporters, rap's
critics, and rappers themselves. Though marred by a few minor errors, this well-written, intelligent, and
energetically investigative work will make a valuable addition to academic libraries. The extremely high
level of writing renders it unsuitable for fan-oriented biography collections, for which Tupac Amaru Shakur,
1971-1996 (Three Rivers, 1998) is more appropriate. Bill Piekarski, formerly with Villa Maria Coll. of
Buffalo, Cheektowaga, NY
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From The New Yorker
Ever since the rapper Tupac Shakur was shot to death, in 1996, he not only has been kept in the public eye
by numerous posthumous releases but has become, for many young African-Americans, a full-fledged
martyr. Dyson's book, a mixture of biography and polemic, examines Tupac both culturally and spiritually
through a loosely organized series of meditations that begin in Tupac's childhood (his mother, Afeni, was a
Black Panther who later fought a vicious addiction to crack cocaine) and move through his manhood (as a
young student, Tupac read voraciously, from Aldous Huxley to Teilhard de Chardin). Occasionally, Dyson's
claims for Tupac are a bit grand, but his eclectic reportage—he interviews a wide range of people, some
famous, some not—paints a nuanced picture of his subject while illuminating the effect hip-hop has had on
America.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Cleveland:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Holler If You Hear Me (2006). Try to make the book Holler If You
Hear Me (2006) as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Alberto Meyer:

The experience that you get from Holler If You Hear Me (2006) will be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to comprehend but Holler If You Hear Me (2006) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having that Holler If You Hear Me (2006) instantly.

Emily Sandlin:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer could be Holler If You Hear Me (2006) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jackie Frost:

This Holler If You Hear Me (2006) is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information as it
relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Holler If You Hear Me (2006) can be the light food
in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books build
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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