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Recent findings in cognitive science and evolutionary psychology provide
important insights to the processes which make religious beliefs and behaviors
such efficient attractors in and across various cultural settings. The specific
salience of religious ideas is based on the fact that they are 'counter-intuitive':
they contradict our intuitive expectations of how entities normally behave.
Counter-intuitive ideas are only produced by a mind capable of crossing the
boundaries that separate such ontological domains as persons, living things, and
solid objects. The evolution of such a mind has only taken place in the human
species. How certain kinds of counter-intuitive ideas are selected for a religious
use is discussed from varying angles. Cognitive considerations are thus related to
the traditions of comparative religion. This publication has also been published in
hardback, please click here for details.
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Editorial Review

Review
'How Religion Works "offers one of the best introductions currently available on the growing interest...in the
nature and function of religion'" Kelly Bulkeley, "Religious Studies Review"

'How Religion Works offers one of the best introductions currently available on the growing interest...in the
nature and function of religion' Kelly Bulkeley, Religious Studies Review
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Ilkka Pyysiainen, Ph.D. (1993), University of Helsinki, is Academy Research Fellow at the Academy of
Finland. He has published numerous articles and edited the volume Current Approaches in the Cognitive
Study of Religion (Continuum, 2002).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elvia Wirtz:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel.
The How Religion Works: Towards a New Cognitive Science of Religion (Cognition & Culture Book
Series) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Diane Worrell:

This How Religion Works: Towards a New Cognitive Science of Religion (Cognition & Culture Book
Series) are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
How Religion Works: Towards a New Cognitive Science of Religion (Cognition & Culture Book Series) can
be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this How Religion Works: Towards a New Cognitive Science of Religion (Cognition & Culture
Book Series) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Whitney Mallard:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.



Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be How Religion Works: Towards a New Cognitive
Science of Religion (Cognition & Culture Book Series). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.

Jose Gower:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book How Religion Works: Towards a New Cognitive Science of Religion (Cognition &
Culture Book Series) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person
must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life at this time book How Religion Works: Towards a New Cognitive Science of
Religion (Cognition & Culture Book Series). You can more pleasing than now.
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