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In Infinity and the Mind, Rudy Rucker leads an excursion to that stretch of the
universe he calls the "Mindscape," where he explores infinity in all its forms:
potential and actual, mathematical and physical, theological and mundane.
Rucker acquaints us with Gödel's rotating universe, in which it is theoretically
possible to travel into the past, and explains an interpretation of quantum
mechanics in which billions of parallel worlds are produced every microsecond.
It is in the realm of infinity, he maintains, that mathematics, science, and logic
merge with the fantastic. By closely examining the paradoxes that arise from this
merging, we can learn a great deal about the human mind, its powers, and its
limitations.

Using cartoons, puzzles, and quotations to enliven his text, Rucker guides us
through such topics as the paradoxes of set theory, the possibilities of physical
infinities, and the results of Gödel's incompleteness theorems. His personal
encounters with Gödel the mathematician and philosopher provide a rare glimpse
at genius and reveal what very few mathematicians have dared to admit: the
transcendent implications of Platonic realism.
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In Infinity and the Mind, Rudy Rucker leads an excursion to that stretch of the universe he calls the
"Mindscape," where he explores infinity in all its forms: potential and actual, mathematical and physical,
theological and mundane. Rucker acquaints us with Gödel's rotating universe, in which it is theoretically
possible to travel into the past, and explains an interpretation of quantum mechanics in which billions of
parallel worlds are produced every microsecond. It is in the realm of infinity, he maintains, that mathematics,
science, and logic merge with the fantastic. By closely examining the paradoxes that arise from this merging,
we can learn a great deal about the human mind, its powers, and its limitations.

Using cartoons, puzzles, and quotations to enliven his text, Rucker guides us through such topics as the
paradoxes of set theory, the possibilities of physical infinities, and the results of Gödel's incompleteness
theorems. His personal encounters with Gödel the mathematician and philosopher provide a rare glimpse at
genius and reveal what very few mathematicians have dared to admit: the transcendent implications of
Platonic realism.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Rudy Rucker's Infinity and the Mind is a terrific study with real mathematical depth."--New Yorker

"Rudy Rucker, set theorist and science-fiction author, has continued the tradition ... of making mathematics
and computer science accessible to the intellectually minded layperson.... Infinity and the Mind is funny,
provocative, entertaining, and profound."--Joseph Shipman, Journal of Symbolic Logic

"Attempts to put Gödel's theorems into sharper focus, or at least to explain them to the nonspecialist, abound.
My personal favorite is Rudy Rucker's Infinity and the Mind, which I recommend without reservation."--
Craig Smorynski, The American Mathematical Monthly

"[Rucker] leads his readers through these mental gymnastics in an easy, informal way."--San Francisco
Chronicle

"A captivating excursion through the mathematical approaches to the notions of infinity and the implications
of that mathematics for the vexing questions on the mind, existence, and consciousness."--Mathematics
Teacher

"It is difficult to find any aspect of infinity that is not explored in this compelling book. . . . This memorable
book is one to be kept on an accessible shelf after reading it: it will not leave the reader
unaffected."--Journal for Research in Mathematics Education

From the Back Cover

"Infinity and the Mind can be read and enjoyed by experts and nonexperts alike. Rudy Rucker is a talented
logician who draws on his talents as a science-fiction writer and cartoonist to convey his ideas. This makes
for not only a solid, accurate, and informative book but also a good read."--Thomas Tymoczko, Smith
College

"Informal, amusing, witty, profound. . . . In an extraordinary burst of creative energy, Rudy Rucker has
managed to bring together every aspect of mathematical infinity. . . . A dizzying glimpse into that boundless
region of blinding light where the mysteries of transcendence shatter the clarity of logic, set theory, proof
theory, and contemporary physics."--Martin Gardner

About the Author
Rudy Rucker is Professor of Mathematics and Computer Science at San Jose State University and the author
of numerous books on mathematics and philosophy, including "Artificial Life Lab", "Mind Tools: The Five
Levels of Mathematical Reality", and "The Fourth Dimension: A Guided Tour of Higher Universes". Among
his works of science fiction are "White Light, Software," and "Space-Time Donuts".

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Sheila Gallagher:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Infinity and the Mind: The Science and
Philosophy of the Infinite (Princeton Science Library).

Kathleen Elder:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Infinity and the Mind: The
Science and Philosophy of the Infinite (Princeton Science Library) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all
of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Infinity and the Mind: The
Science and Philosophy of the Infinite (Princeton Science Library) become your own starter.

Nathan Hutchison:

Beside that Infinity and the Mind: The Science and Philosophy of the Infinite (Princeton Science Library) in
your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Infinity and the Mind: The Science and Philosophy of the Infinite
(Princeton Science Library) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Thomas Busch:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Infinity and the Mind: The Science and
Philosophy of the Infinite (Princeton Science Library) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book Infinity and the Mind: The Science and Philosophy of the Infinite (Princeton Science
Library) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your
needs and try to like reading this.
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