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The author argues that there are specific turning points in evolution. Structures
and behavioral patterns that evolved in the service of discrete functions
sometimes allow for unforeseen new developments as a side effect. In retrospect,
they have proven to be pre-adaptations, and serve as raw material for natural
selection to work upon.

Love and Hate was intended to complement Konrad Lorenz's book, On
Aggression, by pointing out our motivations to provide nurturing, and thus to
counteract and correct the widespread but one-sided opinion that biologists
always present nature as bloody in tooth and claw and intra-specific aggression
as the prime mover of evolution. This simplistic image is, nonetheless, still with
us, all the more regrettably because it hampers discussion across scholarly
disciplines. Eibl-Eibesfeldt argues that leaders in individualized groups are
chosen for their pro-social abilities. Those who comfort group members in
distress, who are able to intervene in quarrels and to protect group members who
are attacked, those who share, those who, in brief, show abilities to nurture, are
chosen by the others as leaders, rather than those who use their abilities in
competitive ways. Of course, group leaders may need, beyond their pro-social
competence, to be gifted as orators, war leaders, or healers. Issues of love and
hate are social in origin and hence social in consequence. Life has emerged on
this planet in a succession of new forms, from the simplest algae to man—man
the one being who reflects upon this creation, who seeks to fashion it himself and
who, in the process, may end by destroying it. It would indeed be grotesque if the
question of the meaning of life were to be solved in this way.

As the author notes in the preface of this new edition: "I discuss the phylogenetic
origin of our behavior and motivations, which provide the basis for our cultural
evolution and thus for our humanitarian hopes." In language that is clear and
accessible throughout, arguing forcefully for the innate and "preprogrammed"
dispositions of behavior in higher vertebrates, including humans, Eibl-Eibesfeldt
steers a middle course in discussing the development of cultural and ethical
norms while insisting on their matrix of biological origins.
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The author argues that there are specific turning points in evolution. Structures and behavioral patterns that
evolved in the service of discrete functions sometimes allow for unforeseen new developments as a side
effect. In retrospect, they have proven to be pre-adaptations, and serve as raw material for natural selection to
work upon.

Love and Hate was intended to complement Konrad Lorenz's book, On Aggression, by pointing out our
motivations to provide nurturing, and thus to counteract and correct the widespread but one-sided opinion
that biologists always present nature as bloody in tooth and claw and intra-specific aggression as the prime
mover of evolution. This simplistic image is, nonetheless, still with us, all the more regrettably because it
hampers discussion across scholarly disciplines. Eibl-Eibesfeldt argues that leaders in individualized groups
are chosen for their pro-social abilities. Those who comfort group members in distress, who are able to
intervene in quarrels and to protect group members who are attacked, those who share, those who, in brief,
show abilities to nurture, are chosen by the others as leaders, rather than those who use their abilities in
competitive ways. Of course, group leaders may need, beyond their pro-social competence, to be gifted as
orators, war leaders, or healers. Issues of love and hate are social in origin and hence social in consequence.
Life has emerged on this planet in a succession of new forms, from the simplest algae to man—man the one
being who reflects upon this creation, who seeks to fashion it himself and who, in the process, may end by
destroying it. It would indeed be grotesque if the question of the meaning of life were to be solved in this
way.

As the author notes in the preface of this new edition: "I discuss the phylogenetic origin of our behavior and
motivations, which provide the basis for our cultural evolution and thus for our humanitarian hopes." In
language that is clear and accessible throughout, arguing forcefully for the innate and "preprogrammed"
dispositions of behavior in higher vertebrates, including humans, Eibl-Eibesfeldt steers a middle course in
discussing the development of cultural and ethical norms while insisting on their matrix of biological origins.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, German (translation)

About the Author

Irenäus Eibl-Eibesfeldt is an ethologist who spent several years doing research in the South Pacific, Asia,
France, and Africa. He is the author of Love and Hate, Land of a Thousand Atolls, and Galapagos. He has
also been awarded many prestigious awards for his research and contributions to the study of human
behavior.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerri Townsend:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Love and Hate: The Natural History of Behavior
Patterns will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Thomas Jones:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Love and Hate: The Natural History of
Behavior Patterns publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Love and Hate:
The Natural History of Behavior Patterns as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This
is one guide that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Daniel Buch:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book Love and Hate: The Natural History of Behavior Patterns was filled
about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience



enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Scott Fisher:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching
from it. It is called of book Love and Hate: The Natural History of Behavior Patterns. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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