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The focus of this book are the author's vivid memories of service as a company
commander in a Red Army officers' penal battalion on the Eastern Front 1944-
45.

During this time, he and his unit participated in the 1944 Soviet summer
offensive Operation 'Bagration', the Vistula-Oder operation into eastern
Germany, and the final assault on Berlin.

The stories of penal companies and battalions in the Red Army gave birth to
legends about men who rushed to the attack across threat during the war, "I will
send you to a penal battalion!" meant nothing to him. He was there.

He was a platoon commander and later a commander of an officers' penal
company. He was a senior lieutenant having a degraded regiment commander as
a second-in-command. He and his company had to carry out the most difficult
and dangerous operations in order to break through the enemy defenses. With
more than 80% of the men lost his company succeeded in completing their
missions. The horrors of war, the hand-to-hand fights with a desperately
struggling enemy are described in this book along with a story of a strong feeling
between the young officer and a hospital nurse Rita. Thanks to Alexander Rita
was appointed a nurse in the penal battalion. She saved dozens of soldiers,
carrying them from the battlefield under enemy fire. It was Rita who saved
Alexander Pyl'cyn from death, when he was badly wounded near Berlin. She
became his wife in the last months of the war. The author is brilliant at detailing
the way of life and personal relations in the war. In this horrible slaughter
cowardice and treason went side by side with friendship and heroism. In these
inhuman conditions people remained as they were: they lived, they laughed, they
loved.

Key sales points: High-quality memoirs from Soviet soldiers who served on the
Eastern Front are rare - rarer still are firsthand accounts of the Red Army's penal
battalions / The author's intense and exciting style produces a fluid and highly-
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readable account of the brutal reality of war in the East during its most bitter final
phase / Includes the author's experiences during the storming of Berlin 1945, and
his battlefield romance with Rita, the battalion's nurse, and his future
wife.minefields against German machine-guns with one rifle per three men. The
author of this book knows from his own experience what a penal battalion is. A
common
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Alexander V. Pyl'cyn was a company commander in a Red Army officers' penal battalion on the Eastern
Front 1944-45.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rafael Brooks:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal
Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War).

Patrick Adkins:

The book Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet
Memories of War) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red
Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War)? Some of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company
Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jerry Bates:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red
Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War) can give you a lot of buddies
because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons.
So , why hesitate? Let me have Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander
1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War).



Jeannie Brenner:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This book Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45:
v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War) was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways
to get book that you just wanted.
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