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While the first half of the 20th century in architecture was, to a large extent,
characterized by innovations in aesthetics (accompanied by succinct and
polemical manifestoes), the post-war decades saw emerge a more refined and
intellectual disciplinary framework that eventually metamorphosed into the
highly theory-focused moment of the 'postmodern'. Colin Frederick Rowe (1920
- 1999) was a leader of this epistemic shift due to his aptitude to connect his
historical and philosophical erudition to the visual analysis of architecture.

This book unites ten different perspectives from architects whose lives and ideas
intersected with Rowe’s, including:

Robert Maxwell●

Anthony Vidler●

Peter Eisenman●

O. Mathias Ungers●

Léon Krier●

Rem Koolhaas●

Alan Colquhoun●

Robert Slutzky●

Bernhard Hoesli●

Bernard Tschumi●

With an introduction by Emmanuel Petit and a postscript by Jonah Rowen●

In their critical assessment of a key 20th century formalist, these renowned
architects reflect on how their own positions came to diverge from Rowe’s.
Reckoning with Colin Rowe is a thought-provoking discussion of key schools,
places, concepts and people of architectural theory since the post-war years,
illustrated with over forty beautiful black and white drawings and photographs.
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aesthetics (accompanied by succinct and polemical manifestoes), the post-war decades saw emerge a more
refined and intellectual disciplinary framework that eventually metamorphosed into the highly theory-
focused moment of the 'postmodern'. Colin Frederick Rowe (1920 - 1999) was a leader of this epistemic shift
due to his aptitude to connect his historical and philosophical erudition to the visual analysis of architecture.
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In their critical assessment of a key 20th century formalist, these renowned architects reflect on how their own
positions came to diverge from Rowe’s. Reckoning with Colin Rowe is a thought-provoking discussion of
key schools, places, concepts and people of architectural theory since the post-war years, illustrated with
over forty beautiful black and white drawings and photographs.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Now, fifteen years after his death, Emmanuel Petit takes stock of Rowe’s ideas through an interesting
compilation of essays by individuals who have acknowledged their debt to the master, including
Vidler, Eisenman, Ungers, Krier, and Koolhaas." – ArquitecturaViva 181

About the Author

Emmanuel Petit studied architecture at the ETH in Zurich, Switzerland, and received his PhD in history and
theory of architecture from Princeton University, USA. He has taught at Yale, USA; Harvard, USA; and the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA, as associate professor and visiting associate professor,
respectively; and is currently Sir Banister Fletcher Visiting Professor at The Bartlett School of Architecture
in London, UK. He is the author of Irony, or the Self-critical Opacity of Postmodern Architecture (2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Lemieux:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Reckoning with Colin
Rowe: Ten Architects Take Position. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Odis Hillyard:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally
but the problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Reckoning
with Colin Rowe: Ten Architects Take Position is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Christopher Hannah:

Often the book Reckoning with Colin Rowe: Ten Architects Take Position has a lot associated with on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The



writer makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Heather Garcia:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not
important, boring in addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is
very important for you personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Reckoning with Colin Rowe: Ten
Architects Take Position can make you really feel more interested to read.
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