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The American women’s movement was one of the most influential social
movements of the twentieth century. Beginning with small numbers, the
women’s movement eventually involved tens of thousands of women and men.
Longstanding ideas and habits came under scrutiny as activists questioned and
changed the nation’s basic institutions, including all branches of government, the
workplace, and the family. Nancy MacLean’s introduction and collection of
primary sources engage students with the most up-to-date scholarship in U.S.
women’s history. The introduction traces the deep roots of the women’s
movement and demonstrates the continuity from women’s activism in the labor
movement and New Deal networks, the black civil rights movement, and the
peace movement to the height of Second Wave feminism and into the Third
Wave. The primary sources reflect the social breadth and depth of the movement.
Dispelling the misconception that the American women’s movement was solely a
white, middle-class cause, the documents include the voices of women of all
ages, classes, and ethnicities. Topics addressed range from wage discrimination,
peace activism, housework and childcare, sexuality, and reproductive rights to
welfare, education, socialism, violence against women, and more. Document
headnotes, a chronology of the women’s movement, questions for consideration,
a selected bibliography, and index support student learning, classroom
discussion, and further research.
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The American women’s movement was one of the most influential social movements of the twentieth
century. Beginning with small numbers, the women’s movement eventually involved tens of thousands of
women and men. Longstanding ideas and habits came under scrutiny as activists questioned and changed the
nation’s basic institutions, including all branches of government, the workplace, and the family. Nancy
MacLean’s introduction and collection of primary sources engage students with the most up-to-date
scholarship in U.S. women’s history. The introduction traces the deep roots of the women’s movement and
demonstrates the continuity from women’s activism in the labor movement and New Deal networks, the
black civil rights movement, and the peace movement to the height of Second Wave feminism and into the
Third Wave. The primary sources reflect the social breadth and depth of the movement. Dispelling the
misconception that the American women’s movement was solely a white, middle-class cause, the documents
include the voices of women of all ages, classes, and ethnicities. Topics addressed range from wage
discrimination, peace activism, housework and childcare, sexuality, and reproductive rights to welfare,
education, socialism, violence against women, and more. Document headnotes, a chronology of the women’s
movement, questions for consideration, a selected bibliography, and index support student learning,
classroom discussion, and further research.
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Editorial Review

Review
'At long last a collection that dispels the myth that feminism was a movement of white middle-class women
only! Longtime activists from labour union, civil rights, and homophile movements played their part as did
young women from different races, classes, and sexual preferences. Nancy MacLean conveys the diversity,
dynamism, and development of the movement with an incisive introductory essay and compelling
documents. Students and teachers alike will find much to consider and discuss.' - Nan Enstad, University of
Wisconsin, Madison, USA

About the Author
NANCY MACLEAN Ph.D. University of Wisconsin, 1989 is professor of history and African American
studies at Northwestern University. She studies the workings of class, gender, race, and region in twentieth-
century social movements and public policy. Her first book, Behind the Mask of Chivalry: The Making of the
Second Ku Klux Klan 1994, was named a "noteworthy" book of the year by the New York Times Book
Review, and received the Rawley Prize from the Organization of American Historians, the Owsley Prize
from the Southern Historical Association, and the Rosenhaupt Award from the Woodrow Wilson National
Fellowship Foundation. Her most recent book, Freedom Is Not Enough: The Opening of the American
Workplace 2006, received an Outstanding Book Award from the Gustavus Myers Center for the Study of
Bigotry and Human Rights, the Willard Hurst Prize for best book in sociolegal history from the Law and
Society Association, the Labor History Best Book Prize from the International Association of Labor History
Institutions, the Richard A. Lester Prize for the Outstanding Book in Labor Economics and Industrial
Relations, and the Lillian Smith Book Award from the Southern Regional Council.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kristin Walker:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The American Women's
Movement, 1945-2000: A Brief History with Documents (The Bedford Series in History and Culture). All
type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Richard Moyer:

The publication with title The American Women's Movement, 1945-2000: A Brief History with Documents
(The Bedford Series in History and Culture) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.



Lyle Morales:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read
is actually The American Women's Movement, 1945-2000: A Brief History with Documents (The Bedford
Series in History and Culture).

Suanne Barnwell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in
relation to something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them
is The American Women's Movement, 1945-2000: A Brief History with Documents (The Bedford Series in
History and Culture).
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