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This companion volume to the public television series delvesinto the events and
impact of the Great Depression. The text isillustrated throughout with photos,
documents, and posters, many previously unpublished.
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This companion volume to the public television series delves into the events and impact of the Great
Depression. The text isillustrated throughout with photos, documents, and posters, many previously
unpublished.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The Great Depression, as Watkins shows, was a scarring experience that forever changed the United States,
instilling ubiquitous fear of job loss while also creating an activist federal government inextricably involved
in the everyday life of ordinary Americans. Thistype of government, he adds, is precisely what most of us
want. Augmented with reproductions of news clips, documentary stills and period photographs in both
black-and-white and color, thislively, involving chronicle--companion to a PBS series--begins with the
"thoroughly repressive" 1920s, then moves on to the Stock Market crash, the ascendancy of organized labor,
mass migrations caused by drought, persistent racism within New Deal programs, the powerlessness of
agricultural labor even as industrial unions got stronger, and the ugly domestic rise in intolerance and
political confusion as Europe sank into atotalitarian quagmire. Watkins, biographer of New Dealer Harold
Ickes, admires Franklin Roosevelt but calls him a"most reluctant dragon” who neither conceived nor
vigorously pushed through Congress two of his administration's major pieces of legislation, Socia Security
and comprehensive labor reform.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Y A-A captivating companion volume to the PBS series. Watkins offers a panoramic view of this challenging
and painful decade, and includes approximately 150 photographs, posters, and documents. The book surveys
the era's business closures, bank failures, labor movements, unemployed, disenfranchised, soup-kitchen
lines, apple sellers, drought, farmers' strikes, and homeless. Students will appreciate the depth of coverage,
the primary-source material, the photographs, the comprehensive index, and the list of additional resources.
Anyone interested in history and specifically the cause-and-effect relationships between history and modern
life will relish this book.

Sue Davis, Cedar FallsHigh Schooal, A

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Watkins, the author of Righteous Pilgrim ( LJ 9/1/90), the acclaimed biography of Harold Ickes, has written
abrief history of America's Depression years that will serve as a companion volume to thisfall's PBS
television series. The decade's legacies, he believes, are the hope and popular cohesion born of the struggle
against the era's devastation and a sense of mutual responsibility between Americans and their federal
government. It was an eraformed by the New Deal's early accomplishments, and it spawned a perception of
intimacy between Americans and their president that FDR bequeathed to all his successors, for good or ill.
Academic librarians with a good scholarly survey at hand in Robert McElvaine's The Great Depression ( LJ
12/1/83) can be selective. Libraries wishing to own a serviceable popular narrative, enhanced by over 100
photographs, may want Watkins's survey, too. The television series should create noticeable demand.
Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 6/15/93.

- Robert F. Nardini, North Chichester, N.H. Law & Crime

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jean Smith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Great Depression: Americain the 1930s. Try to
make the book The Great Depression: Americain the 1930s as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend
when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Kirk Fonseca:

Book iswritten, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by aguide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Great Depression: Americain the 1930s will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Angela Yoder:

The Great Depression: Americain the 1930s can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Great Depression: Americain
the 1930s yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial considering.

Richard Oneal:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you think
reading abook can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Great Depression: Americain the
1930s which is obtaining the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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