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The Literary Theory Handbook introduces students to the history and scope of
literary theory, showing them how to perform literary analysis, and providing a
greater understanding of the historical contexts for different theories.

 

A new edition of this highly successful text, which includes updated and●

refined chapters, and new sections on contemporary theories
Far reaching in its inclusion of a detailed history of theory and in-depth●

discussions of major theories and movements
Four distinct perspectives on theory—historical, thematic, biographical,●

practical—are carefully intertwined, so that key concepts, terms and ideas are
developed in different contexts and cross-referenced, in the text and in the
index.
Includes alphabetically-arranged biographies designed for quick reference, and●

sample readings to illustrate the practical application of theory
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Editorial Review

Review

“Gregory Castle's Literary Theory Handbook brings his account of theory up to the minute, practically,
incorporating--and relating to one another--the most significant developments in literary and cultural theory
of the twenty-first century (cognitive theory, the new materialism, disability studies, ecocriticism and animal
studies).  Castle does justice to the complexity of the issues he covers (his handling of deconstruction and
Lacanian psychoanalytic theory is admirable), and one has to marvel at both the impartiality of his account
and the lucidity of his writing, with a clear sense throughout of his audience and of what needs to be
said.”—David Richter, CUNY

"Comprehensive and clear, Castle's Handbook is essential for students seeking accessible and thorough
summaries of all of the schools of contemporary critical thought and analysis.  Each chapter covers a lot of
material, and each is beautifully written."—Michael Ryan, Temple University

From the Back Cover

The Literary Theory Handbook provides the ideal starting point to the subject for students, offering clarity
on the history, scope and application of literary theory, and providing four distinct entryways into this vast
and varied discourse. 

Raising key questions about the nature of theory and literature, individual chapters offer historical, thematic,
biographical, practical perspectives on theoretical concepts, ideas and modes of practice. A chapter on the
historical development of theoretical movements, trends and ideas makes connections between and among
theories across a century of development. Separate entries on major theories bring together similar methods
or objects of study, such as Form, Structure, and Narrative, and short biographical sketches provide a handy
reference for key theorists and their major works. The final section of the Handbook features brief readings
of literary texts—including works by Shakespeare, Conrad, Faulkner, Beckett, and Rushdie—each informed
by multiple perspectives that exemplify theoretical practice.

About the Author

Gregory Castle is a professor of British and Irish literature at Arizona State University. He is author of
Modernism and the Celtic Revival (2001), Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman (2006), and The Blackwell
Guide to Literary Theory (2007) and has  edited Postcolonial Discourses (2000) and the Encyclopedia of
Literary and Cultural Theory, vol. 1 (Wiley-Blackwell, 2011). He has also published numerous essays on
Joyce, Yeats, Wilde, and other Irish writers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Chambers:

The book The Literary Theory Handbook can give more knowledge and information about everything you



want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Literary Theory Handbook? Some of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Literary Theory Handbook has simple shape but
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Lillie Levine:

This The Literary Theory Handbook book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This The Literary
Theory Handbook without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Literary Theory Handbook can bring whenever you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This The Literary Theory Handbook having great arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Bobby House:

Typically the book The Literary Theory Handbook will bring you to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book
very acceptable to you. The book The Literary Theory Handbook is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Frederick Roark:

The publication untitled The Literary Theory Handbook is the publication that recommended to you to read.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
The Literary Theory Handbook from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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