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Urban Villager is a superbly etched and finely detailed representation of the life
of an ‘urban villager’ in a modern satellite town of India. It describes how Delhi,
as a city, is growing radially, stretching its way into the rural fringes of Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh that border the city to form the National Capital Region.

Through the microcosm of Greater Noida, a suburb of New Delhi, the author
draws a portrait of life in a semi-urban town, where billion dollar homes and
villages with no sewage system share the same pin code. Some farmers sell their
land and try to cope with a new found prosperity; others refuse and break into
agitations that make newspaper headlines. A builder destroys a wetland to make
a township while the middle class in high rises frets about power and security. A
few kilometres away, the Formula One event hosts international celebrities
amidst bewildered villagers. Living here is being witness to the contradictions
and ironies that occur when India is forced to co-exist with Bharat.

The author frequently draws parallels with similar kinds of urbanisation on the
outskirts of other Indian metros. Across the country, the city gobbles up more
and more of what was once the countryside—whether it is Sriperumbudur in
Chennai, Belapur in Mumbai, Yelahanka on the outskirts of Bengaluru or
Rajarhat New Town in Kolkata. No matter where you live in India, the story of
this book could be the story you see in your city.
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Urban Villager is a superbly etched and finely detailed representation of the life of an ‘urban villager’ in a
modern satellite town of India. It describes how Delhi, as a city, is growing radially, stretching its way into
the rural fringes of Haryana and Uttar Pradesh that border the city to form the National Capital Region.

Through the microcosm of Greater Noida, a suburb of New Delhi, the author draws a portrait of life in a
semi-urban town, where billion dollar homes and villages with no sewage system share the same pin code.
Some farmers sell their land and try to cope with a new found prosperity; others refuse and break into
agitations that make newspaper headlines. A builder destroys a wetland to make a township while the middle
class in high rises frets about power and security. A few kilometres away, the Formula One event hosts
international celebrities amidst bewildered villagers. Living here is being witness to the contradictions and
ironies that occur when India is forced to co-exist with Bharat.

The author frequently draws parallels with similar kinds of urbanisation on the outskirts of other Indian
metros. Across the country, the city gobbles up more and more of what was once the countryside—whether it
is Sriperumbudur in Chennai, Belapur in Mumbai, Yelahanka on the outskirts of Bengaluru or Rajarhat New
Town in Kolkata. No matter where you live in India, the story of this book could be the story you see in your
city.
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Editorial Review

Review

In Urban Villager, the writer elucidates how the push for urbanization has led to as many challenges as the
opportunities it has nurtured...[it] explores the dynamics of these challenges from her vantage as a resident of
Greater Noida, a suburb of New Delhi.

(The Financial Express, 1 December 2013)

About the Author
Vandana Vasudevan studied economics at Lady Shri Ram College (Delhi University) and trained in
management at the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad. She has worked in leading banks and media
companies for over 15 years. In parallel she has been writing for leading publications including a fortnightly
column in the business daily Mint.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Cox:

The book Urban Villager: Life in an Indian Satellite Town can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Urban
Villager: Life in an Indian Satellite Town? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in
which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Urban Villager: Life in an Indian Satellite Town has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Byron Jorgensen:

This Urban Villager: Life in an Indian Satellite Town are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Urban Villager: Life in an Indian Satellite Town can be one
of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
you actually with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Urban Villager: Life in an Indian Satellite Town giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.



Clare Lucas:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a reserve. The book Urban Villager: Life in an Indian Satellite Town it is very good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
provides high quality.

Benita Newton:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide Urban Villager: Life in an Indian Satellite Town was filled concerning science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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