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What does it mean for someone to exist? What is truth? Are we free to choose to
think or act? What is consciousness? Is human cloning justifiable? These are just
some of the questions philosophers have attempted to answer, striking right at the
heart of what it means to be human. This important new book shows that
philosophy need not be dry or intimidating. Its highly original treatment,
combining philosophical analysis, historical and biographical background and
thought-provoking illustrations, simultaneously informs and stimulates the
reader.

Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide is structured thematically, in terms of
major issues, with chapters on World, Mind and Body, Knowledge, Faith, Ethics
and Aesthetics, and Society. Cutting across this organization by theme is a
parallel organization that focuses on the great thinkers and their influence, as
well as the schools or "-isms" to which they subscribed.

A highly accessible introduction to the subject, founded upon impeccable
academic scholarship, Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide offers life-
changing perspectives on what really matters.
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What does it mean for someone to exist? What is truth? Are we free to choose to think or act? What is
consciousness? Is human cloning justifiable? These are just some of the questions philosophers have
attempted to answer, striking right at the heart of what it means to be human. This important new book
shows that philosophy need not be dry or intimidating. Its highly original treatment, combining philosophical
analysis, historical and biographical background and thought-provoking illustrations, simultaneously informs
and stimulates the reader.

Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide is structured thematically, in terms of major issues, with chapters
on World, Mind and Body, Knowledge, Faith, Ethics and Aesthetics, and Society. Cutting across this
organization by theme is a parallel organization that focuses on the great thinkers and their influence, as well
as the schools or "-isms" to which they subscribed.

A highly accessible introduction to the subject, founded upon impeccable academic scholarship, Western
Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide offers life-changing perspectives on what really matters.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Starred Review. Grade 9 Up–A daunting subject? Perhaps, but no browser will be able to resist the stunning
design here: gorgeous full-color photos, many text boxes, and concise captions that inform and interest.
These and the lucid writing, with multiple examples and illuminating analogies, will engage readers and
provoke them into thought before they know it. Six big questions provide overall structure: what is reality?
the mind? knowledge? morality? society? Is there a God? Six contributors (edited into stylistic consistency)
tease out dozens of related issues: free will, infinity, language, sex, science, democracy, globalization, etc.
One- to three-page entries that summarize the contributions of thinkers from Plato through John Locke and
Benedict Spinoza to Rudolf Carnap, Jerry Fodor, and John Rawls appear with the issues or questions that
most absorbed them. Many philosophers are mentioned in passing, as the writers cover huge swaths of
intellectual territory with clarity but also with a sense of the depths yet to plumb. This work is both
accessible and challenging: the lexicon is demanding, and the ideas will provide mental exercise for all
readers. Logic, at the least, is one of the most useful tools for everyday problem-solving: the more minds
exposed to philosophical methods and inquiry, the better for humanity. This most attractive volume makes its
discipline irresistible.–Patricia D. Lothrop, St. George's School, Newport, RI
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"It's hard to resist.... This compelling treatment of a difficult subject will provide readers with hours of
stimulation."--School Library Journal Curriculum Connections

"No browser will be able to resist the stunning design here: gorgeous full-color photos, many text boxes, and
concise captions that inform and interest. These and the lucid writing, with multiple examples and
illuminating analogies, will engage readers and provoke them into thought before they know it.... This work
is both accessible and challenging: the lexicon is demanding, and the ideas will provide mental exercise for
all readers.... This most attractive volume makes its discipline irresistible." -- School Library Journal (starred
review)

About the Author

David Papineau is Professor of Philosophy at King's College, University of London. He is a former editor
of The British Journal for the Philosophy of Science and is author of Thinking About Consciousness,
Introducing Consciousness, and The Philosophy of Science: Oxford Readings in Philosophy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Helga Lever:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide.

Ellen Wirth:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book
Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kelsey Palermo:

This Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide without we recognize teach the one who
reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Western Philosophy: An
Illustrated Guide can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Western Philosophy: An Illustrated
Guide having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Timothy Wrobel:

You can obtain this Western Philosophy: An Illustrated Guide by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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