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The era of the Scientific Revolution has long been epitomized by Galileo. Yet
many women were at its vanguard, deeply invested in empirical culture. They
experimented with medicine and practical alchemy at home, at court, and through
collaborative networks of practitioners. In academies, salons, and
correspondence, they debated cosmological discoveries; in their literary
production, they used their knowledge of natural philosophy to argue for their
intellectual equality to men.

Meredith Ray restores the work of these women to our understanding of early
modern scientific culture. Her study begins with Caterina Sforza’s alchemical
recipes; examines the sixteenth-century vogue for “books of secrets”; and looks
at narratives of science in works by Moderata Fonte and Lucrezia Marinella. It
concludes with Camilla Erculiani’s letters on natural philosophy and, finally,
Margherita Sarrocchi’s defense of Galileo’s “Medicean” stars.

Combining literary and cultural analysis, Daughters of Alchemy contributes to
the emerging scholarship on the variegated nature of scientific practice in the
early modern era. Drawing on a range of under-studied material including new
analyses of the Sarrocchi–Galileo correspondence and a previously unavailable
manuscript of Sforza’s Experimenti, Ray’s book rethinks early modern science,
properly reintroducing the integral and essential work of women.
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correspondence, they debated cosmological discoveries; in their literary production, they used their
knowledge of natural philosophy to argue for their intellectual equality to men.

Meredith Ray restores the work of these women to our understanding of early modern scientific culture. Her
study begins with Caterina Sforza’s alchemical recipes; examines the sixteenth-century vogue for “books of
secrets”; and looks at narratives of science in works by Moderata Fonte and Lucrezia Marinella. It concludes
with Camilla Erculiani’s letters on natural philosophy and, finally, Margherita Sarrocchi’s defense of
Galileo’s “Medicean” stars.

Combining literary and cultural analysis, Daughters of Alchemy contributes to the emerging scholarship on
the variegated nature of scientific practice in the early modern era. Drawing on a range of under-studied
material including new analyses of the Sarrocchi–Galileo correspondence and a previously unavailable
manuscript of Sforza’s Experimenti, Ray’s book rethinks early modern science, properly reintroducing the
integral and essential work of women.
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Editorial Review

Review
[A] timely book. (Jennifer Rampling Nature 2015-04-09)

A pioneering text that brings together unheard, forgotten, or simply unexamined voices of intellectual
women who operated as practitioners, authors, and patrons of science?that is, women who gave themselves
the opportunity to ‘philosophize with their hands’?before the Enlightenment…This is a learned book with a
well-argued thesis, convincing research, and lucid writing…Daughters of Alchemy should be required
reading for anyone interested in discussing scientific work of the early modern period in Italy. (Valeria
Finucci Renaissance and Reformation 2015-12-01)

A sustained meditation on how and why women in early modern Italy pursued science. Ray examines the
presence of women in the scientific culture of the late fifteenth through the early seventeenth centuries, from
alchemy, medicine, and books of secrets to natural history, natural philosophy, and astronomy. Daughters of
Alchemy invites readers to discern women’s voices?what they knew and what they wanted to know, what
they wrote, read, and discussed?in the Renaissance’s conversation about the natural world. (Paula Findlen,
author of Early Modern Things: Objects and Their Histories, 1500–1800)

This original, fascinating study brings together in one place six compelling stories of Italian women who
were important players in the production and transmission of scientific knowledge (especially in the areas of
alchemy, and early forms of chemistry, biology, and botany) in early modern Europe. Ray’s research
demonstrates not only the inherent challenges gender, social class, and religious affiliation played in this
arena, but the creative solutions and unique strengths such challenges inspired in these early modern thinkers
as they operated within the domestic, commercial, and academic spheres. At the heart of Ray’s analysis is
the literary: a tool and vehicle powerfully used by the women Ray studies in their scientific discourse.
Scholars of Italian Literature, Renaissance Studies, and Women’s Studies will find Daughters of Alchemy
particularly of interest. (Arielle Saiber, author of Giordano Bruno and the Geometry of Language)

About the Author
Meredith K. Ray is Associate Professor of Italian at the University of Delaware.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Erma Carver:

In other case, little persons like to read book Daughters of Alchemy: Women and Scientific Culture in Early
Modern Italy (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History). You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Daughters of Alchemy: Women and
Scientific Culture in Early Modern Italy (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History). You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.



Jeffery Harman:

Daughters of Alchemy: Women and Scientific Culture in Early Modern Italy (I Tatti Studies in Italian
Renaissance History) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Daughters of Alchemy: Women and
Scientific Culture in Early Modern Italy (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History) nevertheless doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can
be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Nathaniel Cornelius:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. Daughters of Alchemy: Women and Scientific Culture in Early Modern Italy (I Tatti
Studies in Italian Renaissance History) can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those
short free time problems.

Marcella Cook:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Daughters of Alchemy: Women and Scientific
Culture in Early Modern Italy (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History) was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Daughters of Alchemy: Women and Scientific Culture in
Early Modern Italy (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History) has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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