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A contemporary of Descartes and Newton, Athanasius Kircher, S. J.
(1601/2-80), was one of Europe’ s most inventive and versatile scholarsin the
barogue era. He published more than thirty works in fields as diverse as
astronomy, magnetism, cryptology, numerology, geology, and music. But
Kircher is most famous—or infamous—for his quixotic attempt to decipher the
Egyptian hieroglyphs and reconstruct the ancient traditions they encoded. In
1655, after more than two decades of toil, Kircher published his solution to the
hieroglyphs, Oedipus Aegyptiacus, awork that has been called “one of the most
learned monstrosities of al times.” Here Daniel Stolzenberg presents anew
interpretation of Kircher’'s hieroglyphic studies, placing them in the context of
seventeenth-century scholarship on paganism and Oriental languages.

Situating Kircher in the social world of baroque Rome, with its scholars, artists,
patrons, and censors, Stolzenberg shows how Kircher’s study of ancient
paganism depended on the circulation of texts, artifacts, and people between
Christian and Islamic civilizations. Along with other participantsin the rise of
Orienta studies, Kircher aimed to revolutionize the study of the past by
mastering Near Eastern languages and recovering ancient manuscripts hidden
away in the legendary libraries of Cairo and Damascus. The spectacular flaws of
his scholarship have fostered an image of Kircher as an eccentric anachronism, a
throwback to the Renaissance hermetic tradition. Stolzenberg argues against this
view, showing how Kircher embodied essential tensions of a pivotal phasein
European intellectual history, when pre-Enlightenment scholars pioneered
modern empirical methods of studying the past while still working within
traditional frameworks, such as biblical history and beliefs about magic and
esoteric wisdom.
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A contemporary of Descartes and Newton, Athanasius Kircher, S. J. (1601/2—-80), was one of Europe’ s most
inventive and versatile scholars in the baroque era. He published more than thirty worksin fields as diverse
as astronomy, magnetism, cryptology, humerology, geology, and music. But Kircher is most famous—or
infamous—for his quixotic attempt to decipher the Egyptian hieroglyphs and reconstruct the ancient
traditions they encoded. In 1655, after more than two decades of toil, Kircher published his solution to the
hieroglyphs, Oedipus Aegyptiacus, awork that has been called “ one of the most learned monstrosities of all
times.” Here Daniel Stolzenberg presents anew interpretation of Kircher’s hieroglyphic studies, placing
them in the context of seventeenth-century scholarship on paganism and Oriental languages.

Situating Kircher in the social world of baroque Rome, with its scholars, artists, patrons, and censors,
Stolzenberg shows how Kircher’s study of ancient paganism depended on the circulation of texts, artifacts,
and peopl e between Christian and Islamic civilizations. Along with other participantsin the rise of Oriental
studies, Kircher aimed to revolutionize the study of the past by mastering Near Eastern languages and
recovering ancient manuscripts hidden away in the legendary libraries of Cairo and Damascus. The
spectacular flaws of his scholarship have fostered an image of Kircher as an eccentric anachronism, a
throwback to the Renaissance hermetic tradition. Stolzenberg argues against this view, showing how Kircher
embodied essential tensions of a pivotal phase in European intellectual history, when pre-Enlightenment
scholars pioneered modern empirical methods of studying the past while still working within traditional
frameworks, such as biblical history and beliefs about magic and esoteric wisdom.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Extraordinary: Kircher, the figure of fun, emerges from Stolzenberg’ simpressive analysis as a serious
scholar. . .. Theroots of Kircher’s brilliant failure as ascholar lay in his effort to pursue two incompatible
paths at the same time. The mystical antiquarian could not be true to both his selves: he was aliving
oxymoron. It is the measure of Stolzenberg's achievement that he makes us feel the passion and understand
the arguments that led Kircher to try.”

(Anthony Grafton London Review of Books)

“Thoroughly researched and informative.”
(Alastair Hamilton Times Literary Supplement)

"Not only an important addition to this literature, but also deserves to be read by anyone interested in the
encyclopedic and antiquarian scholarship which characterized much of the early seventeenth century
republic of letters."

(British Journal for the History of Science)

" Stolzenberg has succeeded admirably in showing us that Kircher's work on ancient Egypt must be taken
serioudly in order to understand him and histimes."
(Renaissance Quarterly)

“A fine study of Kircher’s Egyptological writings and the world of scholarship in the second half of the
seventeenth century. Recommended.”
(R . Fritze, Athens State University Choice)

“If you don't already know about Athanasius Kircher, you should take along trip through his extraordinary
and weird fields of research: a Jesuit priest who tinkered with everything from early cinematic projectors to
talking statues, and wrote about impossibly tall skyscrapersinspired by the Tower of Babel and developed
his own unique twist on avolcanic theory of a Hollow Earth. If Gizmodo had been founded in the
seventeenth century, Kircher would have been its editor in chief. Stolzenberg's book is an excellent
biography of the man and hisideas.”

(Gizmodo's Notabl e Books of 2013)

"A landmark study. . .. Thereis much that is new in thisinsightful and scrupulously researched book,
whose most notable contributions would appear to be the restoration of Kircher's place in the intellectual and
antiquarian culture of his own day, with due consideration of the subsequent reception, and rejection, of his
work during the following century. Especially notable is Stolzenberg's characterization Kircher's
Egyptological project as the product of 'an encounter between two early modern intellectual traditions:
erudition (antiquarian research and philology) and occult philosophy (the Renaissance Neoplatonic tradition,
based on alineage of esoteric wisdom attributed to extremely ancient wise men)."™

(Brian A. Curran, Pennsylvania State University Early Science and Medicine)

“Daniel Stolzenberg's beautifully conceived, meticulously researched, and eminently readable study of
Athanasius Kircher is bound to become an indispensabl e reference for anybody interested in the momentous



seventeenth-century transition from traditional occult philosophy and its belief in an ancient oriental wisdom
to modern perspectives grounded in critical philological and historiographical methods.”
(Wouter J. Hanegraaff, University of Amsterdam)

“Daniel Stolzenberg has asure grasp of Athanasius Kircher’sinfinite output, intricate thought, and
complicated times. An informed and sensitive treatment of atruly baroque character.”

(Ingrid D. Rowland, University of Notre Dame)

“Inthislively and erudite book, Daniel Stolzenberg sets himself the daunting task of making Athanasius
Kircher legible to a modern reader. How, he asks, can we understand a writer like Kircher without making
him afigure either of comedy or of awe? The answer he givesis atour-de-force reading of Kircher’s central
claim to fame in the seventeenth century, hiswork on hieroglyphics. Along the way, we learn much about
the fate and function of occult philosophy in the period, the operations of the early modern republic of
letters, and the place of Rome and early modern Catholicism more generally in the intellectual landscape of
early modern Europe.”

(Jonathan Sheehan, University of California, Berkeley)

“In Egyptian Oedipus, Daniel Stolzenberg not only provides the first serious study of Athanasius Kircher’s
investigations into the history and culture of ancient Egypt, but he also furnishes a perceptive critical
evaluation of Kircher’s scholarship and persona, warts and all. Stolzenberg goes beyond Kircher’'s
programmatic statements to unveil his actual scholarly practices. In doing so, Stolzenberg has produced an
exemplary case study of a polymath at work and has provided us with a more nuanced understanding of
Kircher’sinfluence.”

(Mordechai Feingold, California Institute of Technology)

About the Author

Daniel Stolzenberg is associate professor of history at the University of California, Davis.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Quincy Eddy:

Book iswritten, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher
and the Secrets of Antiquity will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidenceif you can
know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with
you?

Joshua Montgomery:

The book Egyptian Oedipus. Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity has alot of information onit.



So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of help. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. Thiskind of book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Nelson M cNamee:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Egyptian Oedipus. Athanasius Kircher and the
Secrets of Antiquity guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Egyptian Oedipus:
Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity as good book not just by the cover but also by the content.
Thisis one guide that can break don't evaluate book by itsinclude, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to adifferent sixth sense.

Pamela Bost:

Beside this Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity in your phone, it could give
you away to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got hereis fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older peoplelivein
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of
Antiquity because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have thisinside your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to missit? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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