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Caregiving role rather than gender has a predominant influence on parent
interaction in nonstressful as well as stressful situations. Primary caregiving
fathers can competently assume caregiving and nurturant functions so as to
become their infants' primary attachment figures.

Based on videotaped home observations, Dr. Geiger examines the unique and
interactive effects of the gender of the caregiver and the primacy of the caregiver
role on parent-infant interaction. Dr. Geiger observed 56 parents of different
gender (father-mother) and caregiving role (primary-secondary) interacting with
their infant in a non-stressful situation. Then infants were placed under stressin a
modified version of the Strange Situation. A gender X caregiving role analysis of
variance indicated no gender or role effect for parents and infants' affiliative
behaviors under nonstressful conditions except for fathers rough tumble play. A
caregiving role and/or a gender X role interaction effect was observed on the
attachment behaviors of parents (caregiving and displaying affection) and of
infants (displaying affection, clinging, moving away, and exploring). Infants
play interaction was most synchronous with that of primary caregiving fathers.
Finally, the caregiver role effect indicated on al infants' attachment behaviors
under stress showed a distinctive preference for primary caregivers (fathers or
mothers) with disregard for gender.

Dr. Geiger's study indicates that primary caregiving fathers can be as competent
as primary and secondary caregiving mothers. They were more affectionate, and
despite an increased amount of assumed caregiving and household chores,
primary caregiving fathers were more involved and in greater synchrony with
their infant's play activities than primary or secondary caregiving mothers. This
study challenges sex-role stereotypes and suggests benefits of modeling a more
egalitarian upbringing. It presents strategies to resolve the dilemma of day care
for infants. This book will be of great interest to students, scholars, and other
researchers involved with early childhood education, socioemotional
development of children, and developmental psychology, especially onceitis
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acknowledged that father care in the home for infants less than one year of age
has become the most common form of primary nonmaternal care arrangement
(21.6%) adopted by employed mothers.
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Caregiving role rather than gender has a predominant influence on parent interaction in nonstressful as well
as stressful situations. Primary caregiving fathers can competently assume caregiving and nurturant functions
so as to become their infants' primary attachment figures.

Based on videotaped home abservations, Dr. Geiger examines the unique and interactive effects of the
gender of the caregiver and the primacy of the caregiver role on parent-infant interaction. Dr. Geiger
observed 56 parents of different gender (father-mother) and caregiving role (primary-secondary) interacting
with their infant in a non-stressful situation. Then infants were placed under stressin a modified version of
the Strange Situation. A gender X caregiving role analysis of variance indicated no gender or role effect for
parents and infants' affiliative behaviors under nonstressful conditions except for fathers' rough tumble play.
A caregiving role and/or agender X roleinteraction effect was observed on the attachment behaviors of
parents (caregiving and displaying affection) and of infants (displaying affection, clinging, moving away,
and exploring). Infants' play interaction was most synchronous with that of primary caregiving fathers.
Finally, the caregiver role effect indicated on al infants' attachment behaviors under stress showed a
distinctive preference for primary caregivers (fathers or mothers) with disregard for gender.

Dr. Geiger's study indicates that primary caregiving fathers can be as competent as primary and secondary
caregiving mothers. They were more affectionate, and despite an increased amount of assumed caregiving
and household chores, primary caregiving fathers were more involved and in greater synchrony with their
infant's play activities than primary or secondary caregiving mothers. This study challenges sex-role
stereotypes and suggests benefits of modeling a more egalitarian upbringing. It presents strategies to resolve
the dilemma of day care for infants. This book will be of great interest to students, scholars, and other
researchers involved with early childhood education, socioemotional development of children, and
developmental psychology, especially once it is acknowledged that father care in the home for infants less
than one year of age has become the most common form of primary nonmaternal care arrangement (21.6%)
adopted by employed mothers.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

BRENDA GEIGER is Assistant Professor of Psychology at the Richard Stockton College of New Jersey.
Her present areas of scholarly interest include child development, day care, and peer group socialization.
Among her earlier publications are Reform Through Community and Family, Justice, and Delinquency (both
co-authored with Michael Fischer and published by Greenwood Press, 1991 and 1995 respectively).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shawn Farr:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, aswell as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find anew activity that islook different you can read
abook. Itisreally funinyour case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book Fathers as Primary Caregivers. (Contributionsin Family Studies) it is very good
to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQOore
effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not very costly but this book offers high
quality.

Dennis James;

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usualy you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Fathers as Primary Caregivers:
(Contributionsin Family Studies), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
want to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh serioudly its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

L ouis Ono:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because all of thistime you only find book that need more time to be go through.
Fathers as Primary Caregivers: (Contributions in Family Studies) can be your answer because it can be read
by an individual who have those short time problems.



William Bell:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading ae-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Fathers as Primary Caregivers:
(Contributions in Family Studies) to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It isto be initially opinion for you to like to
available abook and go through it. Beside that the e-book Fathers as Primary Caregivers: (Contributionsin
Family Studies) can to be your brand new friend when you're sense aone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of that time.
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