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Richard Harland provides a lucid account of all the major movements in literary
theory up to the late 1960s. In a lucid and accessible style, he unfolds a
comprehensive "story" of literary theory in all its manifestations. Because
contemporary literary theory depends heavily upon European thinkers, the book
has an international focus, and its coverage extends from philosophers to social
theorists to linguists. Harland explains the essential principles of each theoretical
position, looking behind particular critical judgments and interpretations in order
to convey a core grasp of underlying positions.
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essential principles of each theoretical position, looking behind particular critical judgments and
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Editorial Review

Review
'Absorbing and illuminating...Literary Theory is ideal for students and lecturers who want to learn, or be
reminded, that criticism was not invented sometime in the 1960s. Harland has included a time chart covering
the major periods of criticism and a glossary. He ends his account with structuralism but promises a second
volume that will cover 'the last 30 years'. I look forward to it.' - Times Higher Education Supplement
'Richard Harland's absorbing and illuminating Literary Theory from Plato to Barthes...draws frequent
parallels between the past and the present...Literary Theory is ideal for students and lecturers who want to
learn, or be reminded, that criticism was not invented, like sexual intercourse, sometime in the 1960s.' - Gary
Day, Times Higher Education Supplement
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Education Supplement

'Richard Harland's absorbing and illuminating Literary Theory from Plato to Barthes...draws frequent
parallels between the past and the present...Literary Theory is ideal for students and lecturers who
want to learn, or be reminded, that criticism was not invented, like sexual intercourse, sometime in the
1960s.' - Gary Day, Times Higher Education Supplement

From the Back Cover
Where does the current explosion in literary theory come from? What earlier theoretical movements does it
grow out of, bounce off, react against?
This introductory history homes in on the essential principles governing the major movements in literary
theory, unfolding a comprehensive 'story' in all its jumps and swings and switches.
Because contemporary literary theory depends heavily upon European thinkers, the focus here is
international; and because contemporary theory draws from many sources outside traditional 'literary
criticism', the coverage also extends to philosophers, social theorists and linguists.
Harland looks behind particular critical judgements and interpretations in order to convey a core grasp of
underlying positions. He explains the internal rationale of each position, along with its derivation and
repercussions. At the same time, he shows how literary theory has taken on very different roles in different
periods. He relates these different roles to particular socio-political settings, institutional contexts and
creative practices.
Lucid and accessible, Literary Theory from Plato to Barthes is an invaluable aid for students seeking to make
sense of contemporary literary theory.
Richard Harland is a Senior Fellow on the English Program at the University of Wollongong, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Danielle Rhodes:

Here thing why that Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory History are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory
History giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
publication that similar with Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory History. It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Literary Theory
From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory History in e-book can be your alternate.

Benjamin Torres:

Typically the book Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory History will bring you to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Literary Theory From Plato To
Barthes: An Introductory History is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Michael Nunn:

This Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory History is completely new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory History can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in
the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Richard Rodriguez:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is called of book Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory History. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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