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In Lose Your Mother, Saidiya Hartman traces the history of the Atlantic slave
trade by recounting ajourney she took along a slave route in Ghana. Following
the trail of captives from the hinterland to the Atlantic coast, she reckons with the
blank date of her own genealogy and vividly dramatizes the effects of davery on
three centuries of African and African American history.

The dave, Hartman observes, is a stranger?torn from family, home, and country.
To lose your mother isto be severed from your kin, to forget your past, and to
inhabit the world as an outsider. There are no known survivors of Hartman's
lineage, no relatives in Ghana whom she came hoping to find. Sheis a stranger in
search of strangers, and this fact leads her into intimate engagements with the
people she encounters along the way and with figures from the past whose lives
were shattered and transformed by the slave trade. Written in prose that is fresh,
insightful, and deeply affecting, Lose Your Mother isa"landmark text" (Robin
D. G. Kelley, author of Freedom Dreams).
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In Lose Your Mother, Saidiya Hartman traces the history of the Atlantic slave trade by recounting ajourney
she took along a slave route in Ghana. Following the trail of captives from the hinterland to the Atlantic
coast, she reckons with the blank dlate of her own genealogy and vividly dramatizes the effects of slavery on
three centuries of African and African American history.

The dave, Hartman observes, is a stranger?torn from family, home, and country. To lose your mother isto be
severed from your kin, to forget your past, and to inhabit the world as an outsider. There are no known
survivors of Hartman's lineage, no relatives in Ghana whom she came hoping to find. Sheisastranger in
search of strangers, and this fact leads her into intimate engagements with the people she encounters along
the way and with figures from the past whose lives were shattered and transformed by the slave trade.
Written in prose that is fresh, insightful, and deeply affecting, Lose Your Mather isa"landmark text" (Robin
D. G. Kelley, author of Freedom Dreams).
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. In this rousing narrative, Berkeley professor Hartman traces first-hand the progress of her
ancestors-forced migrants from the Gold Coast-in order to illuminate the history of the Atlantic dlave trade.
Chronicling her time in Ghana following the overland slave route from the hinterland to the Atlantic,
Hartman admits early on to a naive search for her identity: "Secretly | wanted to belong somewhere or, at
least, | wanted a convenient explanation of why | felt like a stranger." Fortunately, Hartman eschews the
simplification of such a quest, finding that Africa's American expatriates often find themselves more lost
than when they started. Instead, Hartman channels her longing into facing tough questions, nagging self-
doubt and the horrors of the Middle Passage in afascinating, beautifully told history of those millions whose
own histories were revoked in "the process by which lives were destroyed and slaves born." Shifting between
past and present, Hartman also considers the "afterlife of davery," revealing Africa-and, through her
transitive experience, America-as yet unhealed by de-colonization and abolition, but showing signs of hope.
Hartman's mix of history and memoir has the feel of agood novel, told with charm and passion, and should
reach out to anyone contemplating the meaning of identity, belonging and homeland.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Hartman journeys along the route taken by captured slaves from the interior of what is now Ghanato the
Atlantic coast. With no specific trail to follow from her own lineage, Hartman views her search as a coming
to terms with her status as stranger and wanderer in the African diaspora. She meets African American
expatriates who have been living in Ghana for 20 years, not fully integrated in Africa but alienated from
America. She also meets Ghanians who deride or exploit the desperate longing they seein the throngs of
black Americans who visit the dave castles each year. She explores the perspective on slaves and slavery
held by Africans versus the African American view and how those perspectives affect diasporan effortsto
reconnect and to reckon with history. Reflecting on the complex history of slavery, Hartman integrates
memories of her own family's journey to become African Americans from the Middle Passage through the
Caribbean to the U.S. An eloquent and thoughtful look at the Atlantic slave trade and its resounding impact
on the African American psyche. Vanessa Bush

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“An original, thought-provoking meditation on the corrosive legacy of davery, [Lose Your Mother ig]
splendidly written, driven by thiswriter's prodigious narrative gifts.” ?Elizabeth Schmidt, The New York
Times Book Review

“Thisisamemoir about loss, alienation, and estrangement, but also, ultimately, about the power of art to
remember. Lose Your Mother isamagnificent achievement.” ?Henry Louis Gates Jr., Alphonse Fletcher
University Professor, Harvard University

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Ellen Kelsey:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Asyou
may know that book is very important normally. The book Lose Y our Mother: A Journey Along the Atlantic
Slave Route seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It isvery advantages for you. The e-book Lose Y our Mather: A Journey Along the Atlantic
Slave Route is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you
feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all
the book Lose Y our Mother: A Journey Along the Atlantic Slave Route. Y ou never experience lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Craig Brown:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely Lose Y our Mother: A Journey Along the Atlantic Slave Route.

Thomas Baxter:

ThisLose Your Mother: A Journey Along the Atlantic Slave Route is great book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who aso always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. Thisbook reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling
sentencesinsideit. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have wholeinfo init. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Lose

Y our Mother: A Journey Along the Atlantic Slave Route in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
detailsin it isnot ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen
second right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt that will?

Adam Tonn:

Y ou will get this Lose Your Mother: A Journey Along the Atlantic Slave Route by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are il
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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