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The Hungarian armed forces (known as the Honvédség) were built up in the
1930s, their expansion gaining momentum once Hungary became free of the
strict post-WWI Trianon treaty limitations in August 1938. Politically, Hungary
was looking for a strong ally, who would help it to recover at least some of the
territories containing sizable Magyar ethnic populations that had been lost after
the First World War. Initially, in the mid-1930s, Italy gave political assistance
and supplied military material, then - on the eve of WWII - Germany also lent
support.

In November 1938, Hungary managed to peacefully recover a chunk of its
former territory from Czechoslovakia, followed by the Sub-Carpathian area
during a brief border war in March 1939, then the northern part of Transylvania
from Rumania in August 1940. Later, in April 1941, the Bachka region and parts
of Baranya were also taken back from the dismembered Yugoslavia, in a swift
military action. The rub was that Hungary was sucked into the cauldron of the
Eastern front, and soon the Honvéds (Hungarian soldiers) found themselves deep
in Soviet territory, outgunned and outnumbered by the Red Army. Later on, from
August 1944, the beleaguered Honvédség had to fight against the mighty Soviet
army in defense of its own territory. Alongside tiny Croatia, Hungary remained
the last German ally up to the bitter end.

This comprehensive reference, to be published in two volumes, and the fruit of
over twenty years of meticulous research, strives to provide a complete picture of
the Hungarian armed forces between the years 1919-1945. It starts with a brief
history of the Magyars, describes the political situation in Hungary before and
during WWII, the building of the armed forces, the growth of domestic arms
manufacturers, the organization of the armed forces units and how they changed
during the war. The various campaigns of the war are described in great detail,
illustrated with many photographs and maps.

This, the first volume, contains approximately 550 photographs, many previously
unpublished, as well as numerous tables and maps of the various campaigns. The
authors drew on official Hungarian and German archives, and a multitude of
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private sources, both from individuals living in Hungary and Hungarian émigrés
from the Western Diaspora. The result of this Herculean effort is a two-volume
series destined to be the reference work on the topic, a must for people fascinated
by military history, or generally interested in the 1100-year-long rich history of
Hungary and its Magyar Warriors. Volume 2, to be published in 2011, will cover
all small arms, artillery, soft-skin and armored vehicles, motorcycles, as well as
aircraft, the insignia, markings and camouflage of armored vehicles and aircraft,
both of Hungarian indigenous design and those supplied by Germany and Italy,
complete with technical data, production and delivery figures. An extensive
selection of b/w photographs and color plates will be included.
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The Hungarian armed forces (known as the Honvédség) were built up in the 1930s, their expansion gaining
momentum once Hungary became free of the strict post-WWI Trianon treaty limitations in August 1938.
Politically, Hungary was looking for a strong ally, who would help it to recover at least some of the
territories containing sizable Magyar ethnic populations that had been lost after the First World War.
Initially, in the mid-1930s, Italy gave political assistance and supplied military material, then - on the eve of
WWII - Germany also lent support.

In November 1938, Hungary managed to peacefully recover a chunk of its former territory from
Czechoslovakia, followed by the Sub-Carpathian area during a brief border war in March 1939, then the
northern part of Transylvania from Rumania in August 1940. Later, in April 1941, the Bachka region and
parts of Baranya were also taken back from the dismembered Yugoslavia, in a swift military action. The rub
was that Hungary was sucked into the cauldron of the Eastern front, and soon the Honvéds (Hungarian
soldiers) found themselves deep in Soviet territory, outgunned and outnumbered by the Red Army. Later on,
from August 1944, the beleaguered Honvédség had to fight against the mighty Soviet army in defense of its
own territory. Alongside tiny Croatia, Hungary remained the last German ally up to the bitter end.

This comprehensive reference, to be published in two volumes, and the fruit of over twenty years of
meticulous research, strives to provide a complete picture of the Hungarian armed forces between the years
1919-1945. It starts with a brief history of the Magyars, describes the political situation in Hungary before
and during WWII, the building of the armed forces, the growth of domestic arms manufacturers, the
organization of the armed forces units and how they changed during the war. The various campaigns of the
war are described in great detail, illustrated with many photographs and maps.

This, the first volume, contains approximately 550 photographs, many previously unpublished, as well as
numerous tables and maps of the various campaigns. The authors drew on official Hungarian and German
archives, and a multitude of private sources, both from individuals living in Hungary and Hungarian émigrés
from the Western Diaspora. The result of this Herculean effort is a two-volume series destined to be the
reference work on the topic, a must for people fascinated by military history, or generally interested in the
1100-year-long rich history of Hungary and its Magyar Warriors. Volume 2, to be published in 2011, will
cover all small arms, artillery, soft-skin and armored vehicles, motorcycles, as well as aircraft, the insignia,
markings and camouflage of armored vehicles and aircraft, both of Hungarian indigenous design and those
supplied by Germany and Italy, complete with technical data, production and delivery figures. An extensive
selection of b/w photographs and color plates will be included.
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Editorial Review

Review
what a terrific tome! Helion's series promises to be the definitive history of Hungary's military between the
World Wars. It's brilliantly researched, competently compiled and exhaustively illustrated. And it carries my
highest recommendation. Get this vital venture. Then line-up behind me for Volume 2! Rabidly
recommended! (Cybermodeler)

About the Author
Dipl. Eng. Denes Bernad was born in 1964 in Transylvania (Rumania), in a family of indigenous ethnic
Hungarians. He studied at the Transylvanian University in Brasov, where he graduated in 1988 as a
Mechanical Engineer. From 1992 he lived in Canada, and in 2006 he returned with his family to Hungary.
Currently, he works in the automotive industry as Program Launch Manager. He is fluent in three languages.
His main interest is the military history of Central and Eastern Europe, especially Rumania, Hungary and
Bulgaria. His books deal especially with air forces and aircraft of these countries. He has written or co-
authored seventeen historical books. Aside from the above books, Denes Bernad has published many studies
concerning the history of aviation in Air Enthusiast, Air International and FlyPast (UK), WW1 Aero (USA),
Avions (France), Repules, Aero Historia and A'j Szarnyak (Hungary), Militaria and Skrzydlata Polska
(Poland) and Aeronatica, Aeromagazin and Model-Ist (Rumania). He is also the founding member of the
Asociatia pentru Propagarea Istoriei Aviatiei (ARPIA) - Association for Propagation of History of Aviation
(Bucharest, Rumania) and Magyar Repulestorteneti Tarsasag (MRT) - Hungarian Society of Aviation
History (Budapest, Hungary). He is also a foreign correspondent of the French aviation magazine Avions. /
Dipl. Eng. Charles K. Kliment was born in 1932 in Prague, Czechoslovakia. He studied polymer chemistry at
the Technical University in Prague, and specialized in the research of hydrogels for medical, cosmetic and
industrial uses. In 1969 he emigrated with his family to USA. He retired in 2001 and lives in Princeton, New
Jersey. Already during the Second World War he began his interest in military history and combat weapons.
During these years, he assembled a large collection of war-time photographs, documents and memoirs. He
specializes in AFVs, especially in the history of tanks, developed in the pre-war Czechoslovakia and their
use in Second World War. This was a topic of his first published book, Czechoslovak Armoured Vehicles
1918-1945, published by Bellona Press, UK (1978). Besides that, he has authored eight further books,
translated two others, and published many articles in historical and modeling magazines, such as Military
History, AFV News, Airfix Magazine. He also co-operates with various military museums and armored
vehicles restorers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fred Swett:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Magyar Warriors. Volume 1: The History of the Royal
Hungarian Armed Forces 1919-1945. Try to make the book Magyar Warriors. Volume 1: The History of the
Royal Hungarian Armed Forces 1919-1945 as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned



for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let
me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Kori Pierson:

The book Magyar Warriors. Volume 1: The History of the Royal Hungarian Armed Forces 1919-1945 has a
lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Maritza Berry:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Magyar Warriors. Volume 1: The History of the Royal
Hungarian Armed Forces 1919-1945 why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Virgie Tauber:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Magyar Warriors. Volume 1: The History of the
Royal Hungarian Armed Forces 1919-1945 can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one
book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Magyar Warriors. Volume 1: The History of the Royal Hungarian Armed Forces 1919-1945.
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