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Max Weber is afresh look at the life and work of one of the greatest social and
political thinkers of the modern era, and the first book to focus on Weber from an
American perspective.Ever since World War 11, Max Weber has been regarded as
amonument to the most conservative and conventional orthodoxies of the social
science establishment. Despite the fact that many of Weber's books, foremost
among them, Economy and Society and The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism, are classics and continue to be read, there has never been asingle-
volume treatment of Weber's life and thought in English.In reversing this critical
neglect, John Patrick Diggins challenges Weber's iconic status and in the process
uncovers another side of Weber: one influenced by Nietzche, one whose deep
belief in individualism bound him close to the Emersonian tradition in America,
one with a Lincoln-like sense of history as tragedy, and one with a sober sense of
the responsibilities of the state.Diggins brilliantly connects the critical moments
of Weber's life—and in particular, his experience of America—to his most
enduring ideas on power, capitalism, bureaucracy, and science. He argues that
Weber's emphasis on such topics as rapaciousness, hypocrisy, and deception
makes hiswork timelier than ever in helping to illuminate the dilemmas of
modern American politics.
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Max Weber isafresh look at the life and work of one of the greatest social and political thinkers of the
modern era, and the first book to focus on Weber from an American perspective.Ever since World War 11,
Max Weber has been regarded as a monument to the most conservative and conventional orthodoxies of the
social science establishment. Despite the fact that many of Weber's books, foremost among them, Economy
and Society and The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, are classics and continue to be read, there
has never been a single-volume treatment of Weber's life and thought in English.In reversing this critical
neglect, John Patrick Diggins challenges Weber's iconic status and in the process uncovers another side of
Weber: one influenced by Nietzche, one whose deep belief in individualism bound him close to the
Emersonian tradition in America, one with aLincoln-like sense of history as tragedy, and one with a sober
sense of the responsibilities of the state.Diggins brilliantly connects the critical moments of Weber's
life—and in particular, his experience of America—to his most enduring ideas on power, capitalism,
bureaucracy, and science. He argues that Weber's emphasis on such topics as rapaciousness, hypocrisy, and
deception makes his work timelier than ever in helping to illuminate the dilemmas of modern American
politics.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

John Patrick Diggins has been a professional historian of the retreat of the American left for many years,
most recently in The Promise of Pragmatism. Now he turns his attention to the rather pessimistic European
figure of Max Weber (1864-1920). Weber regarded capitalism as, at best, an "iron cage" of comfortable
boredom that destroyed the spirit. The inspiration for his famous The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism came from his 1904 visit to the U.S., where he was impressed and appalled by the deep
connection between the Puritan work ethic and business success. Diggins clearly shares much of Weber's
viewpoint, and expertly conveys hisideas on religion and ideology, authority and freedom, politics and
ethics, and other diverse topics including Judaism and eroticism.

Review

The attentive reader will find most of the main incidents of Weber's life here, and some interesting
commentary ... The purpose ... isto get readers to take Weber's distaste for the brashness, vulgarity and
general foolishness of modern democratic societies ... serioudly. In that he is rather successful. -- The New
York Times Book Review, Alan Ryan

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Wanda M atthews:

This Max Weber: Poalitics And The Spirit Of Tragedy tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as
asuccessful person, why. The reason of this Max Weber: Politics And The Spirit Of Tragedy can be among
the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Max Weber: Politics
And The Spirit Of Tragedy giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Mary Crouch:

The guide untitled Max Weber: Politics And The Spirit Of Tragedy is the book that recommended to you to
see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Max Weber: Politics And The Spirit Of Tragedy from the publisher
to make you alot more enjoy freetime.



Nathaniel Mitchell:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Max Weber: Politics And The Spirit Of Tragedy
can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Faye Springer:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Max
Weber: Politics And The Spirit Of Tragedy your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
previousto. The Max Weber: Politics And The Spirit Of Tragedy giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better lifein thisera. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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