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The typical town springs up around a natural resource—a river, an ocean, an
exceptionally deep harbor—or in proximity to a larger, already thriving town.
Not so with “new towns,” which are created by decree rather than out of
necessity and are often intended to break from the tendencies of past
development. New towns aren’t a new thing—ancient Phoenicians named their
colonies Qart Hadasht, or New City—but these utopian developments saw a
resurgence in the twentieth century.

In Practicing Utopia, Rosemary Wakeman gives us a sweeping view of the new
town movement as a global phenomenon. From Tapiola in Finland to Islamabad
in Pakistan, Cergy-Pontoise in France to Irvine in California, Wakeman unspools
a masterly account of the golden age of new towns, exploring their utopian
qualities and investigating what these towns can tell us about contemporary
modernization and urban planning. She presents the new town movement as
something truly global, defying a Cold War East-West dichotomy or the north-
south polarization of rich and poor countries. Wherever these new towns were
located, whatever their size, whether famous or forgotten, they shared a utopian
lineage and conception that, in each case, reveals how residents and planners
imagined their ideal urban future.
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In Practicing Utopia, Rosemary Wakeman gives us a sweeping view of the new town movement as a global
phenomenon. From Tapiola in Finland to Islamabad in Pakistan, Cergy-Pontoise in France to Irvine in
California, Wakeman unspools a masterly account of the golden age of new towns, exploring their utopian
qualities and investigating what these towns can tell us about contemporary modernization and urban
planning. She presents the new town movement as something truly global, defying a Cold War East-West
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Editorial Review

Review

“A landmark history.”
(Times Higher Education)

“In her lively and nuanced account of the brief passion for ‘new towns,’ she demonstrates how two decades
of town planning turned wishful thinking into pristine, uncompromising urban developments in the face of 
Cold War maneuvering, political instability, and vexed economics.”
(Times Literary Supplement)

“Practicing Utopia is an ambitious and masterly historical synthesis, erudite and lucid, written in a lively and
engaging style. Drawing on primary sources from around the globe as well as recent architectural and
planning history, the book is an original and syncretic intellectual history of the New Town movement.”
(June Williamson, City College of New York)

“A must-read for anyone interested in the intellectual underpinnings of the New Towns movement.
Practicing Utopia is a convincing analysis of the intellectual background of one of the twentieth century’s
most influential city models. This is a fascinating, elegantly written book.”
(Florian Urban, Mackintosh School of Architecture, Glasgow School of Art)

“After the Second World War, a new town movement projected urban utopianism across the globe.
Impressive in its scope and fulfilling in its details, Practicing Utopia is a fascinating survey of this moment
in worldwide urban development. The impulse to begin cities anew lives and no urbanist true to the label
should avoid Wakeman’s book.”
(Robert Beauregard, Columbia University)

About the Author

Rosemary Wakeman is professor of history and director of the Urban Studies Program at Fordham
University. She is the author of The Heroic City: Paris 1945–1958, also published by the University of
Chicago Press. She lives in New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Albert Parks:

Typically the book Practicing Utopia: An Intellectual History of the New Town Movement will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Practicing
Utopia: An Intellectual History of the New Town Movement is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.



Jesse Harrison:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be Practicing Utopia: An Intellectual History of the New Town
Movement.

Stephen Adams:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. Practicing Utopia: An Intellectual History of the New Town Movement can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Kimberly Johnson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Practicing Utopia: An Intellectual History of the New Town Movement was
filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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