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Following the removal of the gray whale from the Endangered Species list in
1994, the Makah tribe of northwest Washington State announced that they would
revive their whale hunts; their relatives, the Nuu-chah-nulth Nation of British
Columbia, shortly followed suit. Neither tribe had exercised their right to whale -
in the case of the Makah, a right affirmed in their 1855 treaty with the federal
government - since the gray whale had been hunted nearly to extinction by
commercial whalers in the 1920s. The Makah whale hunt of 1999 was an event
of international significance, connected to the worldwide struggle for aboriginal
sovereignty and to the broader discourses of environmental sustainability, treaty
rights, human rights, and animal rights. It was met with enthusiastic support and
vehement opposition.

As a member of the Nuu-chah-nulth Nation, Charlotte Cote offers a valuable
perspective on the issues surrounding indigenous whaling, past and present.
Whaling served important social, economic, and ritual functions that have been at
the core of Makah and Nuu-chahnulth societies throughout their histories. Even
as Native societies faced disease epidemics and federal policies that undermined
their cultures, they remained connected to their traditions. The revival of whaling
has implications for the physical, mental, and spiritual health of these Native
communities today, Cote asserts. Whaling, she says, “defines who we are as a
people.”

Her analysis includes major Native studies and contemporary Native rights
issues, and addresses environmentalism, animal rights activism, anti-treaty
conservatism, and the public’s expectations about what it means to be “Indian.”
These thoughtful critiques are intertwined with the author’s personal reflections,
family stories, and information from indigenous, anthropological, and historical
sources to provide a bridge between cultures.
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Following the removal of the gray whale from the Endangered Species list in 1994, the Makah tribe of
northwest Washington State announced that they would revive their whale hunts; their relatives, the Nuu-
chah-nulth Nation of British Columbia, shortly followed suit. Neither tribe had exercised their right to whale
- in the case of the Makah, a right affirmed in their 1855 treaty with the federal government - since the gray
whale had been hunted nearly to extinction by commercial whalers in the 1920s. The Makah whale hunt of
1999 was an event of international significance, connected to the worldwide struggle for aboriginal
sovereignty and to the broader discourses of environmental sustainability, treaty rights, human rights, and
animal rights. It was met with enthusiastic support and vehement opposition.

As a member of the Nuu-chah-nulth Nation, Charlotte Cote offers a valuable perspective on the issues
surrounding indigenous whaling, past and present. Whaling served important social, economic, and ritual
functions that have been at the core of Makah and Nuu-chahnulth societies throughout their histories. Even
as Native societies faced disease epidemics and federal policies that undermined their cultures, they
remained connected to their traditions. The revival of whaling has implications for the physical, mental, and
spiritual health of these Native communities today, Cote asserts. Whaling, she says, “defines who we are as a
people.”

Her analysis includes major Native studies and contemporary Native rights issues, and addresses
environmentalism, animal rights activism, anti-treaty conservatism, and the public’s expectations about what
it means to be “Indian.” These thoughtful critiques are intertwined with the author’s personal reflections,
family stories, and information from indigenous, anthropological, and historical sources to provide a bridge
between cultures.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Spirits of Our Whaling Ancestors will appeal to a wide audience. Natives and non-Natives . . . North
American historians . . . Environmental and legal scholars . . . The cohort belonging to the emerging field of
food studies. . ."?Rachel Herrmann, Pacific Northwest Quarterly, Winter 2010/2011

"A relatively small book of potentially immense importance. The central issue it covers . . . is one that
resonates with attempts by indigenous people worldwide to maintain their customary subsistence
patterns."?Indigenous Peoples Issues and Resources

"An examination of the issues surrounding indigenous whaling, brought into the public spotlight when the
Makah tribe of Washington and the Nuu-Chah-Nulth nation of British Columbia decided to resume whale
hunting."?Seattle Times

"Cote does an excellent job of tracing the various strands that led up to the 1999 Makah hunt and includes a
cultural overview and background as well as politco-legal and environmental contexts. . . As a member of
the Nuu-chah-nulth First Nation and a descendent of a prominent whaling lineage, the information she has
access to and the insights it provides make this book unique."?Choice

Review
"This work, by an Indigenous scholar who also has hereditary rights to particular kinds of information and
who shares the traditions of her own family and community, makes a powerful contribution to Northwest
Coast Indigenous and environmental history."?Coll Thrush, author of Native Seattle: Stories from the
Crossing?Over Place

"An excellent and timely book that chronicles the revitalization of the honored whaling tradition among the
Makah and Nuu?chah?nulth but also raises broader issues of eco?colonialism, identity, and
self?determination within the cultural nexus and political ecology of modern environmentalism and
indigenous hunting economies."?Thomas Thornton, author of Being and Place among the Tlingit

From the Inside Flap
As a member of the Nuu-chah-nulth First Nation, Charlotte Coté offers a valuable perspective on the issues
surrounding indigenous whaling, past and present. Whaling served important social, economic, and ritual
functions that have been at the core of Makah and Nuuchahnulth societies throughout their histories. Even as
Native societies faced disease epidemics and federal policies that undermined their cultures, they remained
connected to their traditions. The revival of whaling has implications for the physical, mental, and spiritual
health of these Native communities today, Coté asserts. Whaling, she says, "defines who we are as a people."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Troy Harlow:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of



new info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Spirits of our Whaling Ancestors (Capell Family Books), you could tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
book.

Crystal Freeman:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Spirits of our Whaling
Ancestors (Capell Family Books) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book.
It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Janice Delarosa:

This Spirits of our Whaling Ancestors (Capell Family Books) is new way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Spirits of our Whaling
Ancestors (Capell Family Books) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book
is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well
as knowledge.

Virginia Doak:

You can obtain this Spirits of our Whaling Ancestors (Capell Family Books) by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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