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In this challenging and lively book, Ramsay Burt examines the representation of
masculinity in twentieth century dance. Taking issue with formalist and
modernist accounts of dance, which dismiss gender and sexuality asirrelevant,
he argues that prejudices against male dancers are rooted in our ideas about the
mal e body and male behaviour.

Building upon ideas about the gendered gaze devel oped by film and feminist
theorists, Ramsay Burt provides a provocative theory of spectorship in dance. He
uses this to examine the work of choreographers like Nijinsky, Graham, Bausch,
while relating their dances to the socia, political and artistic contextsin which
they were produced. Within these re-readings, he identifies a distinction between
institutionalised modernist dance which evokes an essentialist, heroic,
“hypermasculinity'; one which is valorised with reference to nature,
heterosexuality and religion, and radical, avant garde choreography which
challenges and disrupts dominant ways of representing masculinity.

The Male Dancer will be essential reading for anyone interested in dance and the
cultura construction of gender.
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In this challenging and lively book, Ramsay Burt examines the representation of masculinity in twentieth
century dance. Taking issue with formalist and modernist accounts of dance, which dismiss gender and
sexuality asirrelevant, he argues that prejudices against male dancers are rooted in our ideas about the male
body and male behaviour.

Building upon ideas about the gendered gaze developed by film and feminist theorists, Ramsay Burt
provides a provocative theory of spectorship in dance. He uses this to examine the work of choreographers
like Nijinsky, Graham, Bausch, while relating their dances to the social, political and artistic contextsin
which they were produced. Within these re-readings, he identifies a distinction between institutionalised
modernist dance which evokes an essentialist, heroic, “hypermasculinity'; one which is valorised with
reference to nature, heterosexuality and religion, and radical, avant garde choreography which challenges
and disrupts dominant ways of representing masculinity.

The Male Dancer will be essential reading for anyone interested in dance and the cultural construction of
gender.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Ramsay's interpretations of dance are often surprising and unconventional, yet they are very convincing. He
istruly rewriting dance history as we know it."

-Sally Banes, University of Wisconsin

About the Author

Ramsay Burt has taught art and design history and film studies to art students, as well as painting and
exhibiting his won work. He has also taught dance history and theory and has recently completed a doctoral
thesis on repsentation of masculinity in British new dance.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Toni Styer:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Male Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle and Sexuality. Y ou can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book
The Male Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle and Sexuality. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Ray Davis:

Book iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by areserve.
Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Male Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle and
Sexuality will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Bertie Lewis:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extratime? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
right. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this kind of The Male Dancer: Bodies,
Spectacle and Sexuality to read.



Colleen Greenwood:

The reason? Because this The Male Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle and Sexuality is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , itis
good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give
you alot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking method. So, still want to delay having that book? If | have been you | will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.
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