
The Physics of Finance: Predicting the
Unpredictable: How Science Has Taken Over
Wall Street

By James Owen Weatherall

The Physics of Finance: Predicting the Unpredictable: How Science Has
Taken Over Wall Street By James Owen Weatherall

After the economic meltdown of 2008, many pundits placed the blame on
"complex financial instruments" like derivatives, and the physicists and
mathematicians who dreamed them up. But a young academic named James
Owen Weatherall quickly began to question this narrative. Were the physicists
really at fault? In this important and entertaining book, Weatherall tells the story
of how physicists successfully brought their science to bear on some of the
thorniest problems in economics, changing Wall Street forever. He shows how -
catastrophically - this science fell into the hands of people who didn't understand
it, and didn't care to. Weatherall argues that, while the mathematical models did
have their faults, disaster arose because financial institutions failed to think like
physicists. Mathematical sophistication is the remedy, he says, not the disease.
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important and entertaining book, Weatherall tells the story of how physicists successfully brought their
science to bear on some of the thorniest problems in economics, changing Wall Street forever. He shows
how - catastrophically - this science fell into the hands of people who didn't understand it, and didn't care to.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
James Owen Weatherall is a physicist, philosopher, and mathematician. He holds graduate degrees from
Harvard, the Stevens Institute of Technology, and the University of California, Irvine, where he is presently
an assistant professor of logic and philosophy of science. He has written for Slate and Scientific American.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Physics of Finance: Predicting the Unpredictable: How
Science Has Taken Over Wall Street. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long
as we know about how is important a new book The Physics of Finance: Predicting the Unpredictable: How
Science Has Taken Over Wall Street. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Santa McNabb:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can help men
and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Physics of Finance: Predicting the
Unpredictable: How Science Has Taken Over Wall Street book because book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Thomas Gonzalez:

This The Physics of Finance: Predicting the Unpredictable: How Science Has Taken Over Wall Street
usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
The Physics of Finance: Predicting the Unpredictable: How Science Has Taken Over Wall Street can be one
of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an
individual with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
The Physics of Finance: Predicting the Unpredictable: How Science Has Taken Over Wall Street giving you
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know
it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.



Julie Chambers:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you is The Physics of Finance: Predicting the Unpredictable: How Science Has Taken
Over Wall Street this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage
of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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