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In one of those rare books that allows us to see the world not as we've never seen
it before, but as we see it daily without knowing, Victoria Nelson illuminates the
deep but hidden attraction the supernatural still holds for a secular mainstream
culture that forced the transcendental underground and firmly displaced wonder
and awe with the forces of reason, materialism, and science.

In abackward look at an era now drawing to a close, The Secret Life of Puppets
describes a curious reversal in theroles of art and religion: where art and
literature once took their content from religion, we cameincreasingly to seek
religion, covertly, through art and entertainment. In atour of Western culture that
is at once exhilarating and alarming, Nelson shows us the distorted formsin
which the spiritual resurfaced in high art but aso, strikingly, in the mass culture
of puppets, horror-fantasy literature, and cyborgs: from the works of Kleist, Poe,
Musil, and Lovecraft to Philip K. Dick and virtual reality smulations. At the end
of the millennium, discarding a convention of the demonized grotesque that
endured three hundred years, a Demiurgic consciousness shaped in Late
Antiquity is emerging anew to re-divinize the human as artists like Larsvon Trier
and Will Self reinvent Expressionism in forms familiar to our pre-Reformation
ancestors. Here as never before, we see how pervasively but unwittingly,
consuming art forms of the fantastic, we allow ourselvesto believe.

¥ Download The Secret Life of Puppets ...pdf

B Read Online The Secret Life of Puppets ...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674012445
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674012445
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674012445
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674012445
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674012445
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674012445
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674012445
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674012445
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674012445
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674012445
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674012445

The Secret Life of Puppets

By Victoria Nelson

The Secret Life of Puppets By Victoria Nelson

In one of those rare books that allows us to see the world not as we've never seen it before, but as we seeiit
daily without knowing, Victoria Nelson illuminates the deep but hidden attraction the supernatural still holds
for asecular mainstream culture that forced the transcendental underground and firmly displaced wonder and
awe with the forces of reason, materialism, and science.

In abackward look at an era now drawing to a close, The Secret Life of Puppets describes a curious reversal
in the roles of art and religion: where art and literature once took their content from religion, we came
increasingly to seek religion, covertly, through art and entertainment. In atour of Western culture that is at
once exhilarating and alarming, Nelson shows us the distorted forms in which the spiritual resurfaced in high
art but also, strikingly, in the mass culture of puppets, horror-fantasy literature, and cyborgs. from the works
of Kleist, Poe, Musil, and Lovecraft to Philip K. Dick and virtual reality simulations. At the end of the
millennium, discarding a convention of the demonized grotesque that endured three hundred years, a
Demiurgic consciousness shaped in Late Antiquity is emerging anew to re-divinize the human as artists like
Larsvon Trier and Will Self reinvent Expressionism in forms familiar to our pre-Reformation ancestors.
Here as never before, we see how pervasively but unwittingly, consuming art forms of the fantastic, we
allow ourselvesto believe.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

This unusual work examines the roles of art and religion in relationship to each other from both historical
and contemporary perspectives. Until the Renaissance, art was visibly influenced by religion. Y et in modern
eras, states Nelson (On Writer's Block), the roles have been reversed, with art, entertainment, and literature
responding to a universal human need for religious meaning and even influencing New Age and other
spiritual approaches. Nelson studies many expansive facets of such provocative topics as the grotto as
representative of the underworld; puppets and dollsin art and literature and their deeper contexts (e.g., as
reflected in the writings of Rainer Maria Rilke and E.T.A. Hoffmann, among others); the macabre works of
H.P. Lovecraft and Edgar Allan Poe and their subliminal reach into repressed religious impul ses; and the
symbolism of expressionistic film genres and sf. She draws upon varied examples and sets her findings
against frameworks of scientific, artistic, and philosophical thought. This book will yield rewards to serious
readers and is most suited to scholarly and academic collections. Carol J. Binkowski, Bloomfield, NJ
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Nelson has written an €logquent, exciting, memorable, important book. It is alive and disturbingly truthful.
(Harold Bloom, author of The Western Canon and Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human)

A wonderful, unlikely, necessary book which links high and low and pop culture, the sacred and the profane,
into a magnificent webwork of pattern and gnosis--it is erudite, irreverent, and profound. Just read it. (Neil
Gaiman, author of American Gods)

The Secret Life of Puppetsis one of the most important and inspiring books I've read in many years. Ranging
widely in the imagination of Western culture, it shows wisely how the human soul went into eclipse, where it
remained hidden, and how it might return. The language is fresh, the ideas original. Each page has at |east
one summary sentence, beautifully compact, that offers away out of the scientism and displaced notions of
transcendence that have chased the life out of modern experience. Drawing on alargely neglected tradition
of Neoplatonic and magical thought, it opens up key themes of religion and literature that lie hidden in
popular culture and high art. (Thomas Moore, author of Care of the Soul and The Soul's Religion)

Much more than intellectual history and literary criticism, Victoria Nelson's The Secret Life of Puppetsisa
provocative, important and exciting thesis about why organized Western religion is no longer the residence
of religion. In a convincing series of essays, Nelson demonstrates how the sacred and our yearning for the
transcendent has now reappeared in art, film and al manner of simulacra--yes, and even in puppets. Thisis
required reading for any serious student or teacher of religion. (Rabbi Lawrence Kushner, author of God Was
In ThisPlaceand I, | Did Not Know, Invisible Lines of Connection and other books.)

Thisisabook of powerful psychic alure: it consistently engages and challenges; one is pushed into new
intellectual spheres by its very oddity and force. It is also spectacularly well-written on a sentence-by-
sentence level. Nelson is aprose stylist of sometimes lyric and touching penetration. (Terry Castle, author of
The Female Thermometer and The Apparitional Lesbian.)

Nelson plots an illuminating journey through a carnival funhouse...Unlike many similar, wide-ranging
culture studies, Nelson's book arrives with no agenda, blaming no one; instead, she offers alearned, exciting
ride through a phantasmagoric landscape filled with dark mysteries. (Publishers Weekly 2001-12-02)



From Harry Potter and Lord of the Rings, A. |., and X-Files, to the genre grotesqueries of Child's Play and
The Puppet Master, so much of our popular storytelling concerns forces and phenomena our culture firmly
insists aren't real and cannot exist...In adizzying and fascinating alternate history scored with subterranean
connections, Nelson presents alchemists, Platonists, Gnostics and magi in their own terms and contexts...In
thisrich work of erudite charms, Nelson convincingly argues that the cultural pendulum is swinging back to
the platonic side. But because our rigid scientific materialism doesn't allow us to take any of this serioudly,
we are left with mostly unconscious expressions that overemphasize the sensational and horrific dark side,
with alittle sentimental New Age nod to the latent good. (William S. Kowinski San Francisco Chronicle
2002-01-26)

In the opening chapter, Victoria Nelson issues a cavest that deliberately echoes the warnings that preface
tales of horror. Do not expect to emerge unchanged. To read this book is akin to entering an ancient grotto,
the ante-chamber of the otherworld. Since the Enlightenment, says Nelson,, Western culture has dismissed
the supernatural as mere superstition and displaced these religious impulses into popular entertainments such
as fantasy and science fiction. The emergence of new grottos such as cyberspace are signs that we are
entering anew era of sensibility, in which the Platonic and Aristotelian world view can coexist. Asa
diagnosis of the role of the supernatural in modern secular society, thisis awork of extraordinary originality,
erudition and flair. Read it and be transformed. (Fiona Capp The Age 2002-03-16)

Freud theorized that modern civilization (the one in which he lived, anyway) repressed our sexual instincts.
In her provocative new book, The Secret Life of Puppets, Victoria Nelson contends that modern civilization
has repressed our spiritual instincts. And these, she argues, like all repressed instincts, have come back to
surprise us in strange new forms. (Merle Rubin Christian Science Monitor 2002-03-14)

Trandating ancient thought systems into contemporary terms, finding equivalents of the old in the new,
Nelson skillfully manages to thrust the sphere of academic research headlong into popular culture, making
this both accessible and erudite...In a dizzying journey that opens with a Renaissance grotto and concludes
with The Truman Show and virtual reality, we are taken on arollercoaster ride through the underside of
western mysticism. As Nelson herself warns the reader, when crawling out from the "hole of this book",
whatever emerges "will not be the same as what went in." (Aura Satz Financial Times 2002-02-23)

Thisisno ordinary work of intellectual history... Thisis New Age prophecy at its most verbally sexy and
literarily savvy. It isfun, enticing, and chockfull of brilliance. (Laura Bass Washington Times 2002-04-14)

Some books are fated and féted for cult status. They have a particular feel and fervency about them. The
Secret Life of Puppets by Victoria Nelson, awriter on writing...seems like one of those uncanny,
unclassifiable books that break the mould and promise to have a market appeal across disciplines and
hobbies, among sober seekers after enlightenment as well as cranks...Nelson's breathtaking jaunt through the
underground of Western cultureis certainly illuminating and sometimes intoxicating...Expertly researched,
forcefully written, magnificently produced, The Secret Life of Puppets is a haunting, highly charged book
that leaves a strong after-image of worlds within worlds. (William Keenan Journal of Contemporary
Religion 2003-01-01)

The Secret Life of Puppets explores the hauntings, possessions, and other uncanny phenomena proliferating
in literature and entertainment (and by no means only on the margins); she argues strongly, through vivid
and original readings of H. P. Lovecraft, Edgar Allan Poe and many artifactsin avariety of media, for anew
approach to the uses of fantasy and to the relationship between material and immaterial phenomena. (Marina
Warner Times Literary Supplement 2002-12-06)



In aremarkable scholarly book, The Secret Life of Puppets, Victoria Nelson argues that our sense of the
supernatural and yearning for immortality has been displaced from religion to such expressions of popular
culture as superheroes, robots and cyborgs. (Francisco Goldman New York Times Magazine 2004-11-28)

Review
Nelson has written an eloquent, exciting, memorable, important book. It is alive and disturbingly truthful.
(Harold Bloom, author of The Western Canon and Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Matthew Lyons:

The book The Secret Life of Puppets gives you the sense of being enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou can utilize
to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Secret Life of Puppets to get your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a book The Secret Life of Puppets.
Kinds of book are severa. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Clifford Ranger:

Here thing why that The Secret Life of Puppets are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
The Secret Life of Puppets giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no publication that similar with The Secret Life of Puppets. It givesyou thrill
examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might
be can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
method home by train. Should you be having difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
The Secret Life of Puppets in e-book can be your option.

Susan Arnold:

The Secret Life of Puppets can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Secret Life of Puppets however doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.



Santiago Bronson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work this
isdifficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer might be The Secret Life of Puppets why because the excellent cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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