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The Surviving Image, originally published in French in 2002, is the result of
Georges Didi-Huberman’s extensive research into the life and work of
foundational art historian Aby Warburg. Warburg envisioned an art history that
drew from anthropology, psychoanalysis, and philosophy in order to understand
the “life” of images. Drawing on a wide range of Warburg’s unpublished letters
and diaries, Didi-Huberman demonstrates unequivocally the complexity and
importance of Warburg’s ideas and the ways in which his legacy was both
distorted and diffused as art history became a “humanistic” discipline. The
Surviving Image takes Warburg as its main subject, but also addresses broader
questions regarding art historians’ conceptions of time, memory, symbols, and
the relationship between art and the rational and irrational forces of the psyche.

Faithfully and thoughtfully translated by Harvey Mendelsohn, this first English-
language edition of Didi-Huberman’s masterful study of Warburg is a stirring
and significant treatise on the philosophical nature of art history.
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Editorial Review

Review

“For anyone interested in the intersections of art, material and visual culture, anthropology, and philosophy,
The Surviving Image stands as essential reading, long overdue to any English-language reader familiar with
Giorgio Agamben, Philippe-Alain Michaud, and Christopher Johnson’s writings on Warburg. Didi-
Huberman’s book may itself feel ‘untimely’ in a risk-averse intellectual age; this fact only serves to
recommend it, and Aby Warburg’s original work, all the more.”

—Richard Baxstrom, Visual Culture in Britain

“It is wonderful to have this book in English. Didi-Huberman's magnum opus is an impassioned, critical love
letter to the discipline of art history, which he considers as ossified by ‘systematic and reassuring’
methodologies, ‘territorialized,’ and bound by institutional expectations, but since Warburg also potentially
open to the numinous, unsystematic, undependable, inconstant moments in which representation and desire
present themselves as art history. Of the many attempts to revive Warburg, this is the only one that takes the
consequences of a full engagement seriously.”

—James Elkins, editor of The Stone Art Theory Institute Series

“Didi-Huberman argues that Warburg offers offers us a ‘psycho-history’ of culture: a model of historical
understanding as a response to images possessed of vital power and emotional force. This book fills the need
for a better understanding of Warburg’s contribution to the discipline of art history, and will draw the
attention of anyone who teaches its history and methods as well as that of students who seek to understand
the intellectual life of their chosen field of study.”

—Keith Moxey, author of Visual Time: The Image in History

“When Georges Didi-Huberman’s The Surviving Image was first published in French, it transformed the
image of Warburg as the scholar immersed in the arcana of Renaissance magic, art, and philosophy, and he
gained his place as a theorist, urgently questioning the nature of inquiry into art history and visual culture.
Ostensibly about Warburg, the range and significance of this key work of art theory and historiography is far
wider, for it deals with important philosophical questions to do with art, memory, time, and the construction
of art-historical knowledge. Harvey Mendelsohn has created a lucid and elegant translation, an admirable
accomplishment that will ensure that this book gains the wider readership it deserves.”

—Matthew Rampley, author of The Vienna School of Art History: Empire and the Politics of Scholarship,



1847–1918

“A painstakingly detailed examination of Warburg’s writing, showing its connection with works of Friedrich
Nietzsche, Jakob Burckhardt, and other notable pioneers of a psychologically oriented analysis of culture.
Didi-Huberman offers insightful readings and criticism of such scholars as Ernst Cassirer, Erwin Panofsky,
and Ernst Gombrich, accused of trafficking in ‘canons, ideal entities and transcendental notions,’ not to
mention a more general denunciation of unnamed practitioners of a ‘positivist’ art history.”

—W. Cahn, Choice

About the Author

Georges Didi-Huberman is on the faculty of the École des hautes études en sciences sociales in Paris. His
books in English include Fra Angelico: Dissemblance and Figuration; Invention of Hysteria: Charcot and
the Photographic Iconography of the Salpêtrière; and Confronting Images: Questioning the Ends of a
Certain History of Art, the last also published by Penn State University Press.

Harvey Mendelsohn is a professional translator of French and German and the proprietor of H. L.
Mendelsohn Fine European Books, an antiquarian book shop specializing in scarce and out-of-print books on
the history of architecture, city planning, landscape, and the decorative arts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Omar Hinojosa:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Surviving Image: Phantoms of Time and Time of
Phantoms: Aby Warburg's History of Art can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mildred Lyons:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Surviving Image: Phantoms of Time
and Time of Phantoms: Aby Warburg's History of Art why because the excellent cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.



Karen Huff:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is The Surviving Image: Phantoms of Time and Time of Phantoms: Aby Warburg's History of Art
this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book
suited all of you.

Carlie Manson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Surviving Image: Phantoms of
Time and Time of Phantoms: Aby Warburg's History of Art.
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