
Torah and Western Thought: Intellectual
Portraits of Orthodoxy and Modernity

By Straus Center for Torah and Western Thought

Torah and Western Thought: Intellectual Portraits of Orthodoxy and
Modernity By Straus Center for Torah and Western Thought

Even as the twentieth century will be remembered for the West's loss of faith,
Jewish Orthodoxy experienced in that very time a golden age of leaders and
teachers who sought to bridge the world of Torah and that of the West. Some of
these Torah figures were deeply impacted by an academic field, such as
philosophy or literature. Others developed a Torah-based perspective on
developments within the West, such as the rise of Zionism, democracy, or
biotechnology. Still others reflected on the very nature of religious knowledge.
The Straus Center for Torah and Western Thought at Yeshiva University invited
twenty-first century thinkers to paint intellectual portraits of these luminaries,
illustrating how each figure bridged the worlds of Torah and the West in a unique
way. The essays are meant to inspire Orthodox Jews and all intellectually
engaged individuals of faith to learn from the lives of these luminaries, and to
have the courage to bridge these worlds as well. Great thinkers examined in this
volume include Rabbi Yehuda Amital, Rabbi Yitzchak Herzog, Rabbi Immanuel
Jakobovits, Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak Kook, Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm, Prof.
Nechama Leibowitz, Rabbi Dr. Aharon Lichtenstein, Rabbi Ahron Soloveichik,
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik and Rabbi Dr. Isadore Twersky. With essays by
contemporary scholars Rabbi Shalom Carmy, Rabbi Dr. Carmi Horowitz, Dr.
Alan Jotkowitz, Dr. Yehudah Mirsky, Dr. Daniel Rynhold, Rabbi Dr. David
Shatz, Rabbi Dr. Meir Y. Soloveichik, Yael Unterman, Rabbi Dr. Itamar
Warhaftig, Rabbi Reuven Ziegler, and Rabbi Shlomo Zuckier.
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Even as the twentieth century will be remembered for the West's loss of faith, Jewish Orthodoxy experienced
in that very time a golden age of leaders and teachers who sought to bridge the world of Torah and that of the
West. Some of these Torah figures were deeply impacted by an academic field, such as philosophy or
literature. Others developed a Torah-based perspective on developments within the West, such as the rise of
Zionism, democracy, or biotechnology. Still others reflected on the very nature of religious knowledge. The
Straus Center for Torah and Western Thought at Yeshiva University invited twenty-first century thinkers to
paint intellectual portraits of these luminaries, illustrating how each figure bridged the worlds of Torah and
the West in a unique way. The essays are meant to inspire Orthodox Jews and all intellectually engaged
individuals of faith to learn from the lives of these luminaries, and to have the courage to bridge these worlds
as well. Great thinkers examined in this volume include Rabbi Yehuda Amital, Rabbi Yitzchak Herzog,
Rabbi Immanuel Jakobovits, Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak Kook, Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm, Prof. Nechama
Leibowitz, Rabbi Dr. Aharon Lichtenstein, Rabbi Ahron Soloveichik, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik and
Rabbi Dr. Isadore Twersky. With essays by contemporary scholars Rabbi Shalom Carmy, Rabbi Dr. Carmi
Horowitz, Dr. Alan Jotkowitz, Dr. Yehudah Mirsky, Dr. Daniel Rynhold, Rabbi Dr. David Shatz, Rabbi Dr.
Meir Y. Soloveichik, Yael Unterman, Rabbi Dr. Itamar Warhaftig, Rabbi Reuven Ziegler, and Rabbi Shlomo
Zuckier.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
The Straus Center for Torah and Western Thought's mission is to help develop Jewish thinkers by deepening
their education in the best of the Jewish tradition, by exposing them to the richness of human knowledge and
insight from across the ages, and by confronting them with the great moral, philosophical, and theological
questions of our age.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Schulz:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Torah and Western Thought: Intellectual Portraits of
Orthodoxy and Modernity. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important a new book Torah and Western Thought: Intellectual Portraits of Orthodoxy and
Modernity. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Lorri Nicholson:

The book untitled Torah and Western Thought: Intellectual Portraits of Orthodoxy and Modernity contain a
lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice learn.

Fred Peterson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Torah and Western Thought: Intellectual
Portraits of Orthodoxy and Modernity which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.



Mary Adams:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Torah and Western Thought: Intellectual Portraits of
Orthodoxy and Modernity or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Torah and Western Thought: Intellectual Portraits of Orthodoxy and Modernity to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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