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Although the Woolf and Bloomsbury "industry" has examined Woolf’ s work
from virtually every angle, there has never been any full consideration of either
how she was influenced by drama and theater or how she has influenced women
playwrights. Virginia Woolf and the Theater demonstrates that drama, theater and
performance formed a continuous subtext in VirginiaWoolf's art and in her life,
from the plays she attended as a child, to the roles she enacted as a member of the
Play Reading Society, to the Bloomsbury theatrical evenings, to her own studio
play Freshwater, to her many essays discussing drama and theater, to her final
novel, Between the Acts, which fulfills her desire to create a work that combines
verse, prose and drama.

Drawing on published and unpublished diaries, |etters, essays, and other
documents, this book allows readers to witness Victorian, Edwardian, and mid-
twentieth century British theater through Woolf’ s eyes, from Christmas
pantomimes, music hall skits, pageants, extravaganzas, and bowdlerized
adaptations of Shakespeare that she saw as a child, through the plays of Ibsen,
Chekhov and Shaw, and women’ s groups such as The Pioneer Players, to the
experimental plays of T.S. Eliot, Isherwood, Auden, and Arthur Schnitzler. By
the 1930s Woolf formulated a theory of audience response, experimenting in her
diaries, letters and even in her essays with narrative-free dialogue such as that
employed on the stage. Although her attendance at the theater and her
experiments with stage dialogue show up as early as Night and Day and The
Voyage Out, her later novels becomeincreasingly performative. Orlando, The
Years, as well as parts of The Waves show the influence of her growing
appreciation of stage dialogue and audience reception.

The book concludes with an examination of many recent stage adaptations of
Woolf'swork, arguing that productions relying on the conventions of Realism or
Naturalism often fail to please either theater aficionados or avid readers of
Woolf, while productions employing radio drama, multi-media performance art,
dance, and even opera have proved to be well-suited to Woolf's own
experimental narrative techniques. While continuing to nourish the iconic
“common reader” and to inspire generations of prose writers, Woolf'swork has
also inspired contemporary women playwrights such as Caryl Churchill, Bryony
Lavery, Pam Gems, Michelene Wandor, and Maureen Duffy.
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Although the Woolf and Bloomsbury "industry” has examined Woolf’s work from virtually every angle,
there has never been any full consideration of either how she was influenced by drama and theater or how
she has influenced women playwrights. Virginia Woolf and the Theater demonstrates that drama, theater and
performance formed a continuous subtext in Virginia Woolf's art and in her life, from the plays she attended
as achild, to the roles she enacted as a member of the Play Reading Society, to the Bloomsbury theatrical
evenings, to her own studio play Freshwater, to her many essays discussing drama and theater, to her final
novel, Between the Acts, which fulfills her desire to create awork that combines verse, prose and drama.

Drawing on published and unpublished diaries, |etters, essays, and other documents, this book allows readers
to witness Victorian, Edwardian, and mid-twentieth century British theater through Woolf’ s eyes, from
Christmas pantomimes, music hall skits, pageants, extravaganzas, and bowdlerized adaptations of
Shakespeare that she saw as a child, through the plays of Ibsen, Chekhov and Shaw, and women’s groups
such as The Pioneer Players, to the experimental plays of T.S. Eliot, Isherwood, Auden, and Arthur
Schnitzler. By the 1930s Woolf formulated a theory of audience response, experimenting in her diaries,
letters and even in her essays with narrative-free dialogue such as that employed on the stage. Although her
attendance at the theater and her experiments with stage dialogue show up as early as Night and Day and The
Voyage Out, her later novels become increasingly performative. Orlando, The Years, as well as parts of The
Waves show the influence of her growing appreciation of stage dialogue and audience reception.

The book concludes with an examination of many recent stage adaptations of Woolf’s work, arguing that
productions relying on the conventions of Realism or Naturalism often fail to please either theater
aficionados or avid readers of Woolf, while productions employing radio drama, multi-media performance
art, dance, and even opera have proved to be well-suited to Woolf’ s own experimental narrative techniques.
While continuing to nourish the iconic “common reader” and to inspire generations of prose writers, Woolf’s
work has also inspired contemporary women playwrights such as Caryl Churchill, Bryony Lavery, Pam
Gems, Michelene Wandor, and Maureen Duffy.
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Editorial Review

Review

Putzel (English, Penn State) has written a meticulously researched and necessary study of Woolf's
relationship to theater. Woolf attended pantomimes as an audience member early on, and she remained an
active theatergoer through adulthood, attending a variety of plays (noted in her calendar and listed here in an
invaluable appendix). As areviewer, Woolf wrote extensively on theater, particularly the tension between
the reader's imagined text and the performed text. As awriter, she experimented with performativity,
theatricality, and narrative, and she wrote a play (Freshwater, first performed in 1923, based on her great-
aunt Julia Cameron). Putzel toggles between biography, theater history, and analysis, offering chapters on
Woolf's passion for opera, Bloomsbury theatricals (including the 1907-09 Play Reading Society), women
playwrights and actors and Woolf's ambivalence toward their work, and adaptations of Woolf's work for the
stage. All of thisinsightful scholarship is founded on research into unpublished archival material and situated
in auseful history of Victorian and Edwardian theater. Putzel contributed "Virginia Woolf and Theatre" to
The Edinburgh Companion to Virginia Woolf and the Arts, ed. by Maggie Humm (CH, May'11, 48-4938),
and the present book provides a delightful expansion of that earlier essay. Summing Up: Highly
recommended. (CHOICE)

Steven D. Putzel’ s Virginia Woolf and the Theater offers a sustained reading of Woolf’ s relationship to the
theatre and drama. What Putzel describes as an ‘overview’ of his work on Woolf and the theatre appeared in
2010 in The Edinburgh Companion to Virginia Woolf and the Arts. However, Putzel here offers a much
more exhaustive, if not as he points out ‘ definitive', exploration of both Woolf’s persona encounters with
and reactions to particular plays and playwrights, and her integration of these experiencesinto her critical
and fictional writings. Putzel has done an enormous amount of research. (The Year's Work In English
Studies)

About the Author
Steven Putzel is associate professor of English at Penn State University

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lauren Joseph:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
WEell, probably you will require this VirginiaWoolf and the Theater.

Anthony Edwards:

The book Virginia Woolf and the Theater can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like abook Virginia Woolf and the Theater? Some of you



have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are
ableto give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Virginia Woolf and the Theater has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can appearance the
enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Elvia Ecklund:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Virginia Woolf and the Theater, you may enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can occur its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Matthew Sewell:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Virginia Woolf and the Theater we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Virginia Woolf and the Theater. Y ou can
more pleasing than now.
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