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Carl Schmitt was the most famous and controversial defender of political
theology in the twentieth century. But in his best-known work, The Concept of
the Political, issued in 1927, 1932, and 1933, political considerations led him to
conceal the dependence of his political theory on his faith in divine revelation. In
1932 Leo Strauss published a critical review of Concept that initiated an
extremely subtle exchange between Schmitt and Strauss regarding Schmitt’s
critique of liberalism. Although Schmitt never answered Strauss publicly, in the
third edition of his book he changed a number of passages in response to
Strauss’s criticisms. Now, in this elegant translation by J. Harvey Lomax,
Heinrich Meier shows us what the remarkable dialogue between Schmitt and
Strauss reveals about the development of these two seminal thinkers.

Meier contends that their exchange only ostensibly revolves around liberalism.
At its heart, their “hidden dialogue” explores the fundamental conflict between
political theology and political philosophy, between revelation and reasonand
ultimately, the vital question of how human beings ought to live their lives.
 
“Heinrich Meier’s treatment of Schmitt’s writings is morally analytical without
moralizing, a remarkable feat in view of Schmitt’s past. He wishes to understand
what Schmitt was after rather than to dismiss him out of hand or bowdlerize his
thoughts for contemporary political purposes.”—Mark Lilla, New York Review of
Books 
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Carl Schmitt was the most famous and controversial defender of political theology in the twentieth century.
But in his best-known work, The Concept of the Political, issued in 1927, 1932, and 1933, political
considerations led him to conceal the dependence of his political theory on his faith in divine revelation. In
1932 Leo Strauss published a critical review of Concept that initiated an extremely subtle exchange between
Schmitt and Strauss regarding Schmitt’s critique of liberalism. Although Schmitt never answered Strauss
publicly, in the third edition of his book he changed a number of passages in response to Strauss’s criticisms.
Now, in this elegant translation by J. Harvey Lomax, Heinrich Meier shows us what the remarkable dialogue
between Schmitt and Strauss reveals about the development of these two seminal thinkers.

Meier contends that their exchange only ostensibly revolves around liberalism. At its heart, their “hidden
dialogue” explores the fundamental conflict between political theology and political philosophy, between
revelation and reasonand ultimately, the vital question of how human beings ought to live their lives.
 
“Heinrich Meier’s treatment of Schmitt’s writings is morally analytical without moralizing, a remarkable feat
in view of Schmitt’s past. He wishes to understand what Schmitt was after rather than to dismiss him out of
hand or bowdlerize his thoughts for contemporary political purposes.”—Mark Lilla, New York Review of
Books 
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

About the Author

Heinrich Meier has served since 1985 as director of the Carl Friedrich von Siemens Foundation in Munich,
where he also teaches philosophy. He is the author of several books, including the acclaimed critical edition
of Rousseau’s Second Discourse.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marianne Guzman:

This Carl Schmitt and Leo Strauss: The Hidden Dialogue are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason of this Carl Schmitt and Leo Strauss: The Hidden Dialogue can be one of several
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Carl
Schmitt and Leo Strauss: The Hidden Dialogue giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Pearl Norris:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Carl Schmitt and Leo Strauss: The
Hidden Dialogue, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

William Stone:

Carl Schmitt and Leo Strauss: The Hidden Dialogue can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Carl Schmitt and Leo



Strauss: The Hidden Dialogue yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial pondering.

Patricia Meyer:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Carl Schmitt and Leo Strauss: The
Hidden Dialogue guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Carl Schmitt and Leo Strauss: The
Hidden Dialogue as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that
can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.
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