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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Grade 7 Up—In June 1945, a U.S. soldier working as an interpreter for the Royal British Army visitsthe ruins
of his childhood neighborhood in Hamburg and reflects on the events that changed hislife forever. In 1933,
13-year-old Daniel, the well-to-do son of aprominent lawyer, and his working-class best friend, Armin, are
wildly enthusiastic about the Nazis' rise to power. Both boys are eager to join the Hitler Y outh, despite their
parents opposition. Daniel is horrified when his parents reveal that his mother is Jewish. He is furious with
her for being Jewish, with his father for marrying "that Jewess," and with himself for being someone
considered only half human according to the Aryan doctrine. While Daniel's father insists his status as a
decorated World War | hero will protect his family, his mother urges her husband to emigrate. Armin, torn
between loyalty to his best friend and pressure from Nazi |eadership to sever histies with Daniel, does his
best to warn him of approaching danger. The author skillfully alternates between the protagonist's brief, first-
person descriptions of his return to Germany and lengthier, third-person narratives of hislife before
Kristallnacht, the turning point that convinced his father to flee his homeland at last. The book's intense fina
sceneis afitting culmination to its exploration of the choice between official duty and loyalty to one's
friends. Realizing the consequences of that choice makes a dramatic ending. Orgel's translation reads
smoothly and movingly. An outstanding addition to the large body of World War I1/Holocaust
fiction.—Ginny Gustin, Sonoma County Library System, Santa Rosa, CA

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Gr. 7-12. In Hamburg, Germany, in the 1930s, Daniel enjoys being part of the Hitler Y outh until he
discovers his mother is Jewish and he is thrown out of his elite school. He still has fun with his best friend,
Armin, who fallsin love with Daniel's Jewish cousin; but tension mounts, racism is rampant, and Armin
begins to stay away, though he takes risks and warns his friend to hide. Daniel's return to Hamburg in 1945
asinterpreter for the Allies frames the novel, which switches among the viewpoints of too many characters,
including Daniel's parents, who fight about whether to leave the country. But the detailed history woven into
the fiction (including the effect of Germany's defeat in World War 1, Hitler'srise, and the violence of
Kristallnacht) helps make this clearly transated novel an important title for the Holocaust curriculum,
especially given the friendship dramathat keepsraising ethical questions to the very last page. Hazel
Rochman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

A young American army officer drives through the ruins of Hamburg in 1945, remembering his childhood
there, from his celebration with his best friend of the rise of the Nazi party until hisflight with hisfamily
after Kristallnacht. Daniel is appalled to discover that his mother is Jewish and that, therefore, he cannot join
the Hitler Y outh with Armin, but nevertheless the two remain best friends until history and ambition drive
them apart. Chotjewitz tells his story deliberately, flashing back and forth from Daniel's post-war first-person
narration to a measured third-person narration that moves from 1933 to 1939. Readers will feel Daniel's self-
loathing upon learning that he is half-Jewish, his mother's growing hysteria as she realizes her blood damns
them al, hislawyer father's increasingly desperate faith in the German capacity for reason, and Armin's
conflict as he struggles to be both a good friend and a good Nazi. There are many Holocaust books for
children, but this one stands out in its careful dissection of one family's experience before the war, and in its
nuanced approach to the complexity of emotions and relationships under stress. (glossary) (Fiction. 12+)
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(Kirkus Reviews)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
L eonard Bassett:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Daniel Half Human: And the Good Nazi (Richard Jackson Books (Atheneum
Hardcover)) as the daily resource information.

Evelyn Montgomery:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Daniel Half Human: And the Good
Nazi (Richard Jackson Books (Atheneum Hardcover)) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. So there are
alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Katie Duffy:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likeslooking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Daniel Half Human: And the Good Nazi
(Richard Jackson Books (Atheneum Hardcover)) or even others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are hel ping them to add their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Daniel Half Human: And the Good Nazi
(Richard Jackson Books (Atheneum Hardcover)) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.

Mark Whitten:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading areserve. They are directly felt theitem
when they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Daniel Half Human: And the Good
Nazi (Richard Jackson Books (Atheneum Hardcover)) to make your reading isinteresting. Y our current skill
of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Daniel Half Human: And the Good Nazi
(Richard Jackson Books (Atheneum Hardcover)) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel



alone and confuse with what must you're doing of thistime.
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