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In this first full-scale examination of the theme-and-variations form in the
Classical era, Elaine Sisman demonstrates persuasively that it was Haydn's
prophetic innovationsplacing the variation in every position of a multi-movement
cycle, broadening its array of theme types, and transforming its larger shapethat
truly created the Classical variation. She elucidates the concept and technique of
variation, traces Haydn's development and use of the form in symphonies,
chamber music, and keyboard works, and then shows how Mozart and Beethoven
in their individual ways built on his contributions.

Throughout, Sisman's analysis reflects both musical thinking of the Classical
period and today's critical interests. She discusses ornamentation and musical
figures, explores the pervasive eighteenth-century notion of music as rhetoric,
and relates the style of the variation to that of the other dominant form in this
period: sonata form. Her book offers a revaluation of the nature of the variation
form and a new approach to the music of Haydn. Haydn and the Classical
Variation is addressed to students and scholars of music, but the author's
unaffected style makes it accessible to nonprofessional music lovers as well.
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In this first full-scale examination of the theme-and-variations form in the Classical era, Elaine Sisman
demonstrates persuasively that it was Haydn's prophetic innovationsplacing the variation in every position of
a multi-movement cycle, broadening its array of theme types, and transforming its larger shapethat truly
created the Classical variation. She elucidates the concept and technique of variation, traces Haydn's
development and use of the form in symphonies, chamber music, and keyboard works, and then shows how
Mozart and Beethoven in their individual ways built on his contributions.

Throughout, Sisman's analysis reflects both musical thinking of the Classical period and today's critical
interests. She discusses ornamentation and musical figures, explores the pervasive eighteenth-century notion
of music as rhetoric, and relates the style of the variation to that of the other dominant form in this period:
sonata form. Her book offers a revaluation of the nature of the variation form and a new approach to the
music of Haydn. Haydn and the Classical Variation is addressed to students and scholars of music, but the
author's unaffected style makes it accessible to nonprofessional music lovers as well.
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Editorial Review

Review
By far the most extensive, intelligent, and original treatment of the concept and techniqe of variation yet
produced. Sisman employs a wide range of approaches, from classical and neoclassical rhetorical theory and
the most recent techniques of literary analysis to sophisticated modern methods of dealing with the music
itself. (Eugene K. Wolf, University of Pennsylvania)

From the Back Cover
In this first full-scale examination of the theme-and-variations form in the Classical era, Elaine Sisman
demonstrates persuasively that it was Haydn's prophetic innovations - placing the variation in every position
of a multi-movement cycle, broadening its array of theme types, and transforming its larger shape - that truly
created the Classical variation. She elucidates the concept and technique of variation, traces Haydn's
development and use of the form in symphonies, chamber music, and keyboard works, and then shows how
Mozart and Beethoven in their individual ways built on his contributions. Throughout, Sisman's analysis
reflects both musical thinking of the Classical period and today's critical interests. She discusses
ornamentation and musical figures, explores the pervasive eighteenth-century notion of music as rhetoric,
and relates the style of the variation to that of the other dominant form in this period: sonata form. Her book
offers a revaluation of the nature of the variation form and a new approach to the music of Haydn. Haydn
and the Classical Variation is addressed to students and scholars of music, but the author's unaffected style
makes it accessible to nonprofessional music lovers as well.

About the Author
Elaine R. Sisman is Associate Professor of Music, Columbia University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Jorge:

Within other case, little people like to read book Haydn and the Classical Variation (Studies in the History of
Music). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book Haydn and the Classical Variation (Studies in the History of Music). You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Stanley Torres:

The book Haydn and the Classical Variation (Studies in the History of Music) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a
book Haydn and the Classical Variation (Studies in the History of Music)? A number of you have a different



opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Haydn and the Classical Variation (Studies in the History of
Music) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Agatha Roughton:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Haydn and the Classical Variation
(Studies in the History of Music) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Randi Adams:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Haydn and the Classical Variation
(Studies in the History of Music) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Haydn and the Classical Variation (Studies in the History of
Music) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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