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The day starts like any other in L.A. The sun burns hot as the Santa Ana winds
blow ash from mountain fires to coat the glittering city. But for private
investigator Joe Pike, the city will never be the same again. His ex-lover, Karen
Garcia, is dead, brutally murdered with a gun shot to the head.

Now Karen's powerful father calls on Pike (a former cop) and his partner, Elvis
Cole, to keep an eye on the LAPD as they search for his daughter's killer--
because in the luminous City of Angels, everyone has secrets, and even the
mighty blue have something to hide. But what starts as a little procedural hand-
holding turns into a deadly game of cat-and-mouse. For a dark web of conspiracy
threatens to destroy Pike and Cole's twelve-year friendship--if not their lives.
And L.A. just might be singing their dirge.

From the Paperback edition.
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to coat the glittering city. But for private investigator Joe Pike, the city will never be the same again. His ex-
lover, Karen Garcia, is dead, brutally murdered with a gun shot to the head.

Now Karen's powerful father calls on Pike (a former cop) and his partner, Elvis Cole, to keep an eye on the
LAPD as they search for his daughter's killer--because in the luminous City of Angels, everyone has secrets,
and even the mighty blue have something to hide. But what starts as a little procedural hand-holding turns
into a deadly game of cat-and-mouse. For a dark web of conspiracy threatens to destroy Pike and Cole's
twelve-year friendship--if not their lives. And L.A. just might be singing their dirge.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
More than 10 years ago, I was shocked to learn that some puerile piece of fluff had won the Edgar for Best
Paperback Original, when it was so obvious to me and virtually everyone else in the Western Hemisphere
that the award should have gone to The Monkey's Raincoat, the book that introduced Elvis Cole, private eye,
and is to this day one of the funniest books I've ever read.

The terrific Elvis Cole series has grown through the years, each book better than the last, but nothing
prepared me for the quantum leap (yes, it's a cliché, but it belongs here) that Crais has made with L.A.
Requiem. It's not as funny as the other books in the series, but it's a beautifully plotted detective story, rich
with police procedure, and it will keep even the most sophisticated reader at sea right until the end. And
that's what elevates this book to the level of literature.

This one is more about Joe Pike, Elvis's silent sidekick, than it is about Elvis. We learn, through Pike's own
eyes, how his childhood made him the way he is today. It's also about a friendship so strong that it threatens
Elvis's relationship with his beloved Lucy. It is a tender but dark book--a serial killer book--but it doesn't
attempt to outgross the other serial killer books on the shelf. It is funny at times and chilling at other times,
making it one of the rare books that can't help but linger in the memory long after it's been read and put
away. --Otto Penzler

From Publishers Weekly
In his eighth book about wise-cracking Los Angeles private detective Elvis Cole, Crais has expanded his
narrative reach and broadened his characters' horizons to produce a mature work that deserves to move him
up a notch or twoAinto Parker or Connelly country. He's done this by focusing on Joe Pike, Cole's tough and
hitherto totally enigmatic partner. It's Pike who breaks in on Cole's reunion with Lucy Chenier, his
lawyer/broadcaster lover who has just moved from New Orleans, to ask for Elvis's help in tracking down the
missing daughter of a rich and powerful Hispanic businessman. When the girl turns up murdered in Griffith
Park, it's Pike who gives a nerdy medical examiner valuable assistance; and when it turns out that the girl's
death is linked to several other murders, it's Pike who is charged with killing the chief suspect. Through
flashbacks to Joe's past life as an abused child, a highly motivated teenage soldier and an L.A. cop fighting to
keep a corrupt partner from destroying his family, we learn more about Pike than we did in the seven
previous Cole books. This new focus also allows Crais to keep Elvis's often annoying throwaway lines to a
minimumAalthough more pruning could have been done with no loss of flavor. The book's scope is wide
enough to include many other memorable characters, especially a rough-edged, vulnerable police officer
named Samantha Dolan, plus a choice of plausible villains. There may be one too many metaphoric
descriptions attempting to link aspects of the L.A. landscape with the moods and deeds of its inhabitants, but
overall Crais seems to have successfully stretched himself the way another Southern California writerARoss
MacdonaldAalways tried to do, to write a mystery novel with a solid literary base.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Self-proclaimed "World's Greatest Detective" and professional Angeleno, Elvis Cole (seen in Sunset
Express, LJ 3/1/96) must choose between his longtime love, Lucy, and his best buddy, agency co-owner Joe
Pike, during a serial murder investigation. When Pike's former girlfriend Karen disappears, Karen's father
turns to Pike and Cole for help. But Pike, an ex-cop, still faces the grudge of his former LAPD co-workers,
who hold him responsible for the death of his partner. As Cole soon finds, working with the cops may be the



most difficult detective work he faces. When the man who discovered Karen's body is shot to death, a
witness places Pike at the victim's home. Now it's up to Cole to solve both crimesAand help his friend avoid
the death penalty. Elvis Cole fans will love this latest page-turner featuring the fast-talking private eye and
his taciturn tattooed partner. Recommended for all public libraries.AChristine Perkins, Jackson Cty. Lib.
Svcs., Medford, OR
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The L.A. Requiem (An Elvis
Cole Novel Book 8) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jo Lee:

You may spend your free time to see this book this book. This L.A. Requiem (An Elvis Cole Novel Book 8)
is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Frederick Roark:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific L.A. Requiem (An Elvis Cole Novel Book 8) can give
you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have L.A. Requiem (An Elvis Cole Novel Book 8).

Ann Fortune:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book L.A. Requiem (An Elvis Cole Novel Book 8) we can get more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book L.A. Requiem (An Elvis



Cole Novel Book 8). You can more appealing than now.
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