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This book crystallizes and extends the important work Wiebe Bijker has done in
the last decade to found a full-scale theory of sociotechnical change that
describes where technologies come from and how societies deal with them. Of
Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs integrates detailed case studies with theoretical
generalizations and political analyses to offer a fully rounded treatment both of
the relations between technology and society and of the issues involved in
sociotechnical change.

The stories of the the safety bicycle, the first truly synthetic plastic, and the
fluorescent light bulb -- each a fascinating case study in itself -- reflect a cross
section of time periods, engineering and scientific disciplines, and economic,
social, and political cultures. The bicycle story explores such issues as the role of
changing gender relationships in shaping a technology; the Bakelite story
examines the ways in which social factors intrude even in cases of seemingly
pure chemistry and entrepreneurship; and the fluorescent bulb story offers
insights into the ways in which political and economic relationships can affect
the form of a technology.

Bijker's method is to use these case studies to suggest theoretical concepts that
serve as building blocks in a more and more inclusive theory, which is then
tested against further case studies. His main concern is to create a basis for
science, technology, and social change that uncovers the social roots of
technology, making it amenable to democratic politics.
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Editorial Review

Review

Bijker has provided a useful text demonstrating the advantages of opening up technological phenomena to
relativist inquiry...a valuable contribution to the important goal of redefining the relation between the
technical and the nontechnical.

(Steve Woolgar New Scientist)

From the Back Cover
'Of Bicycles, Bakelights, and Bulbs' integrates three fascinating case studies with sociological and political
analysis to offer an integrated theory both of relations between technology and society and of the issues
involved in sociotechnical change.

About the Author
Wiebe E. Bijker is Professor at Maastricht University and the author of Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs:
Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (MIT Press) and other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

Here thing why that Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside
Technology) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Of Bicycles, Bakelites,
and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Of Bicycles,
Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology). It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Of
Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) in e-book
can be your alternative.

Lawrence Gibbs:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs:
Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader



unpredictable experience.

Christopher Pipkin:

The book untitled Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside
Technology) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content
that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Of Bicycles,
Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) from the publisher to
make you much more enjoy free time.

Guadalupe McCoy:

The book untitled Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside
Technology) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.
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